Regular Child Support Improves School POINTS TO REMEMBER

Achlevement

It’s  back-to-
school time
again. As a
parent, l know
this is a special
occasion for
children, mak-
ingitimportant
to be there for
them both financially and emotion-
ally. There is no more significant
time than the beginning of the
school year to remind parents of

the importance of making regular
child support payments.

Itis common knowledge that
children depend on child support
to provide basic needs like food,
shelter, health care and back-to-
school clothing. However, research
shows that children who receive
regular child support derive more
benefits than the financial security
that each payment provides. The
children of parents who pay their
child support have fewer behavior
problems, make better grades and
stay in school longer than children
who do not receive regular support.

Parents who pay child support
are much more likely to take an
active role in raising their children.
Children with two involved and

caring parents are more self-confi-
dent, more likely to exercise self-
control, and less likely to engage
in risky behaviors that resultin drug
usage and early pregnancies.

I'am thankful that most parents
faithfully pay court-ordered child
support every month without re-
minders. For parents who need
extra encouragement, itis my hope
that the new school year will renew
their commitment to do the right
thing and pay their child support.
All children deserve the security
that comes from knowing their
parents care enough to make regular
child support payments.

Parents who need child support
services can contact the Child Sup-
port Division of my office for assis-
We will help you:

» Locate a noncustodial par-

tance.

ent;

» Establish your child's pater-
nity;

» Establish and enforce child
support orders;

» Establish and enforce medi-
cal support orders;

» Review and adjust child
support payments; and

» Collect and distribute child
support payments.

Information on this and other topics is available on the
Attorney General's Web site at www.oag.state.tx.us.

To help parents collect child
support, the Attorney General's
Office accepts applications from
mothers, fathers and other individu-
als who request our services. Cus-
tomers can apply for services by
calling our 24-hour voice response
system at (800) 252-8014 or by
visiting Child Support Interactive
on the main Attorney General

website: WWWw.oag.state.tx.us.

Parents who receive financial assis-
tance through the Texas Health and
Human Services Commission auto-
matically receive child support
services.

For the state fiscal year that
ended Aug. 31, 2004, the Child
Support Division collected a record
$1.67 billion in child support. Al-
though the final tally is not in, we
are set to break last yeat's collection
record for State Fiscal Year 2005
that ended last month.

I will not be satisfied until all
our children receive the financial
and medical support their parents
are ordered to provide. As your
Attorney General, you have my
commitment to work tirelessly on
behalf of Texas children to collect
the support they need to lead
healthy and productive lives.

CHILD SUPPORT

Children Who Receive Child Support:

>

>

>

Have better health and nutrition
Have fewer behavior problems
Make better grades

The Attorney General Will Help You:

Locate a noncustodial parent;
Establish your child's paternity;

Establish and enforce child support

orders;

Establish and enforce medical

support orders;

Review and adjust child support

payments; and

Collect and distribute child support

payments.

Apply for Child Support Services by:

>

Visiting Child Support Interactive

on the main Attorney General
website: www.oag.state.tx.us

Calling the 24-hour voice response

system at (800) 252-8014

Information on this and other topics is
available on the Attorney General's

website at www.oag.state.tx.us.
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