THE CHILD SUPPORT DIvISioN (CSD) of my
office works hard to ensure that Texas
children receivethefinancia support they
deserve. A key component of that support
is hedth care coverage. Hedth care
coverage is important not only because
it encourages parenta respongbility,
but also because it protects the hedlth of
Texas children.

More than 638,000 children on the
CSD casdoad are subject to a child
support order that includes a provision
to provide medicad support. Access to
hedlth care is essential to a child's well-
being. For that reason, Texaslaw requires
that each child support order address
medica support in addition to child
support.  In crafting the child support
order, courts consider the cost and quality
of hedlth insurance that may be available
to the parents, so that each child receives
the best possible coverage.

In many child support cases, the parent
without custody is ordered to provide
hedlth insurance for the child through
a policy avalable from the parent's
employer or membershipinaunion, trade
association or other organization.

If the custodia parent has comparable
coverage that is available at alower cogt,
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the courts may order the parent without
custody to pay additiona child support
to cover the cost of the health insurance
premium for the child.

If neither parent is able to obtain
private health insurance at a reasonable
cog, the cugtodia parent is ordered
to apply on behdf of the child to a
government-funded medical program
such as Medicaid or the state Children's
Hedth Insurance Program (CHIP). The
cogt of the CHIP premium is added to
the noncustodial parent’s monthly child
support payment.

Inaddition, both parentsmay berequired
to pay a percentage of “out-of-pocket”
medical expenses that are not covered
throughinsurance. Thepercentageisdeter-
mined by the financia circumstances of
each parent. If neither parent has priveate
insurance and the children are not eigible
for Medicaid or CHIP, the courts will
order the noncustodial parent to provide
cash medicd support in addition to the
monthly child support payment.

When the noncustodia parent is
ordered to pay cash medica support,
a notice of income withholding is sent
to the employer according to the same
procedures for withholding regular child
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support payments from the parent’s
paycheck. If the parent is ordered to
provide insurance through the employer,
the employer is required to enroll the
child in hedth insurance coverage
and withhold the necessary premium
payments from the parent’s income.

Both children and the state of Texas
benefit when parents on the CSD
casdload enroll their children in private
hedlth insurance. Enrolling children in
private hedth insurance represents a
significant cost savings to the state of
Texas. TheChild Support Divisonfound
that two-thirds of the children my office
enrolled in private insurance were aso
covered by Medicaid. This information
allowed the Health and Human Services
Commission to recover $23 million
from private insurers and pharmacies
for services Medicaid paid, but was not
required to cover. In addition, my office
collected $10.3 million in cash medica
support for families on Medicaid and
distributed those collections to the
Medicaid agency.

To find out more about servicesoffered
by the Attorney Generd’s Child Support
Division, vidt the agency webste at
www.oag.state.tx.us.
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Texas law requires child support ordersto include
aprovison for medica support, in thisorder:

1. Noncustodia parent provides hedlth insurance

available through his or her employer;

2. Cugtodia parent provides hedth insurance
available through his or her employer, and the
noncustodial parent reimburses cost of premium

3. Noncustodia parent providesinsurance from

source other than employer;

4, Cugtodid parent appliesfor Medicaid or
CHIPR. The cost of the CHIP premium is added
to the noncustodia parent’s monthly child

support payment; or

5. Noncustodia parent pays cash medica support.

To find out more about services offered by the
Attorney Generd’s Child Support Division, visit the
agency website at www.oag.state.tx.us, or contact
your loca Child Support field office. Consult your
locd directory for listings. Information on thisand
other topicsisavailable on the Attorney Genera’s

website at www.oag.state.tx.us.
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