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DYNAMICS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Morgan J Curtis, LMSW, Texas Association Against Sexual Assault

Peggy Helton, MPA, Office of the Attorney General

WHAT IS

SEXUAL VIOLENCE?

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

any attempted or completed

sexual act, sexual contact, or 

noncontact sexual behavior in 

which the victim

does not consent or is 

unable to consent or refuse.*

TYPES

STRANGER

NON-STRANGER

SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN

SEX TRAFFICKING

RAPE AS A TACTIC OF WAR
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CONTINUUM OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN TEXAS

1.9 MILLION ADULT TEXANS

(13%)
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ONLY

18% 

REPORT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

20% OF TEXAS WOMEN

5% OF TEXAS MEN
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NATIONAL STATISTICS BY RACE

WHAT CAUSES

SEXUAL VIOLENCE?

TO OVERSIMPLIFY
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SEXUAL VIOLENCE

HAPPENS BECAUSE ONE

PERSON

MAKES A CHOICE

TO VIOLATE ANOTHER*

person

influence

influence

influence

Influence

InfluenceInfluence

Influence

Influence

influence AND THIS PERSON’S

CHOICE IS INFLUENCED

BY A VARIETY OF

RISK FACTORS

VICTIM

BEHAVIORS

PERPETRATOR

BEHAVIORS>
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RISKVSSITUATIONAL

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN TOLD ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A…?

MAN LADY

RAPE CULTURE
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DISCUSS THE DIFFERENCES

BETWEEN

THIS MESSAGE

AND

THIS MESSAGE

RISK FACTORS FOR PERPETRATION

Societal

Community

Relationship

Individual

WORKING WITH SURVIVORS
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IMPACT

NEUROBIOLOGY & TRAUMA

TRAUMA-INFORMED

APPROACH
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CULTURALLY-RESPONSIVE S
ERV

ICE
D

ELIV
ERY

N
EV

ER
A

SSUM
E.

ALWAYS ASK.

VALUES CLARIFICATION ACTIVITY
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DEVELOPING A

PREVENTION

MINDSET

WANT MORE INFO?

CALL YOUR LOCAL RCC

CONTACT TAASA

READ CDC DOCUMENTS


