"My daughter died
in a car crash.’

"Well that's what
she gets for not
taking the bus.”
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YOUR REACTION
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE
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There is no shame when a loved one dies.
When a home is lost.

When a car is stolen.

THERE IS COMFORT AND SUPPORT.
THERE IS RESPECT AND SYMPATHY.

Yet when someone is
SEXUALLY ASSAULTED...

There can be a very different response.
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A 19-year-old Northbrook
woman died of an apparent
suicide nine days after telling
University of Notre Dame
police she had been sexually
attacked by a football
player in a dorm room...”

Notre Dame refuses to publicly
acknowledge the case...

The player, meanwhile, has
remained on the field...

Chicago Tribune, November 2010

Vicious Assault Shakes Texas Town

“The video led the police to...a roundup
over the last month of 18 young men and
teenage boys on charges of participating
in the gang rape of an 11-year-old girl...

“What was her mother thinking?’
said one of a handful of neighbors
who would speak on the record.”

New York Times, March 2011

By James C. McKinley Jr
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Cuyahoga Juvenile Court Judge Alison Floyd orders sex assault
victims to take polygraph tests
2

Updatec: Trrsday, Morch 25, 2010, 4:25 &M

One victim’s mother said, It felf like
the blame was back on her and she
was being victimized, by not only him,
but by the system as wel.”
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Hearings/ & Meetings

"Rape in the
United States:
The Chronic
Failure to Report
and Investigate
Rape Cases”

Sara Reedy testified before the U.S. Senate
Judiciary Committee, describing how she
was robbed and raped at gunpoint whie
working at a convenience store.

The detective did not believe her and
charged her with fiing a false report
and stedling the money herself.

She spent 5 days in jail.

Her rapist was later arrested, and
he confessed fo committing a total
of 12 sexuadl assaults.

Reedy festified, "‘Because of Detective
Evanson'’s...unwilingness to believe me...
a serial rapist was allowed to continue
attacking and assaulting other women.”

says she fought, fled
she wasn't believed | =

Woman says she fought, fled
Sowell but she wasn’t believed |

INSIDE

Iive victims went mis fter she reported attack




In 20089, police discovered the decomposing bodies
of 11 women inside a house in Cleveland. The owner
of the home - a convicted sex offender named
Anthony Sowell -was arrested, and charged with
numerous counts of rape and murder.

The year before, a woman had run to the police,
bleeding and screaming for help. She had been
attacked by Anthony Sowell. In her frantic escape,
she had put her hand through a window and ripped
her thumb, requiring more than a dozen stitches.
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Police interviewed the woman, collected her clothing,
and fook pictures of her injuries. Hospital personnel
conducted an exam.

At Sowell's home, police found signs of a struggle
and blood. They interviewed Sowell and took
pictures of injuries on his shoulder and legs.

Prosecutors said there was insufficient evidence to
charge, indicating the "detective did not believe the
victim was credible.”

The detective noted: "Clean up report - Unfounded.”

The local newspaper reported that the victim
“shouldered personal responibility for the women
raped and killed afterward. She considered some
of them friends.”




Rape wasn't a lie,
Lunnwood, WA police now say

The suspect in that case, Marc Patrick
O'Leary, went on to commit a series of
sexual assaulis in Colorado. He was
recently sentenced to 327 Y2 years to life
for sexually assaulting three women and
attempting to sexually assault a fourth
woman who managed to escape by
diving through a window.

Office of the District Attomey, First Judiclal District
December 9, 2011
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There was so much shame
then, and there still is now.”
- Bonnie Quiilin

The Voices and Faces Project
www .voicesandfaces.org

‘I was raped thirty years ago.

it doesn’t have to be this way.




Because your response...
Our response...
Makes the difference.
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START BY

startbybelieving org
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The Start by Believing Campaign

A public awareness campaign leading
the way toward a positive community
response to survivors of sexual violence.




By Spreading the Word

“Well that's what
she gefs for
not taking the bus’
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Making Personal Commitments

“Well that's what
she gets for not )
taking the bus” VIAKES THE DIFFERENCE 3:3 "
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Energizing Our Communities
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So Many Ways to Get Involved
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So Many Simple Actions
You Can Take

important words in the world to say are 1 believe
you." If a survivor doesn’t hear that from anyone
else, she or he Is going to hear it from me.”

Karen Carroll

The Voices and Faces Project
www.voicesandfaces.org




Austin Police Department
Sex Crimes Unit

Our motto is "We Believe”
because we understand the
bias and prejudice victims can

experience due to common

misperceptions about the rediities
of sexual assautt. Your case wil
be handled with the respect and
consideration you deserve.
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“The way out is to fell: Speak the acts
perpefrated upon us, speak the atrocities,
speak the injustices, speak the violations of
the soul. Someone wil listen, someone wil
believe our stories, someone will join us.”
Charlotte Pierce Baker

The Voices and Faces Project
www.voicesandfaces.org

Join our campaign.
Sirengthen our momentum.
Start by Believing.




My name is Becky. | am a survivor
of rape. | thought it would destroy
me but it didn't. | wouldn't let it.
‘When someone tells me they were
raped or sexually assaulted,

| Start by Believing.

My name is Nancy. | am a survivor
and a sexual assault prosecutor.
‘When someone tells me they were
raped or sexually assautted,

| Start by Believing.
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My name is Brandon. | am a sexual
assault advocate. | wil NEVER start
by blaming. When someone tells me
they were raped or sexually
assaulted, | Start by Believing.

My name is Sharlene. | am a
police officer who believes.

‘When someone tells me they
were raped or sexually assaulted,
| Start by Believing.

My name is Becky. | am 67 and a
rape survivor who didn't fell
anyone for over 30 years. When
someone tells me they were raped
or sexuadlly assautted, | Start by
Believing.

My name is Kerry. | am a sexual
assault nurse examiner, a mom, a
wife, daughter and sister. When
someone tells me they were raped
or sexualy assautted,

| Start by Believing.
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My name is Matt. | am a
firefighter. When someone tells
me they were raped or sexualy

assaulted, | Start by Believing.
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‘It's only when we, LEO's [Law
Enforcement Officers], show
compassion that we can see the
damaging pain and the hurting and
do, not only something, but the right
thing - the most effective thing.”
Detective Sergeant, Tennessee

START BY

startbybelleving org
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For resources and information, visit
http://www.startbybelieving.org/Getinvolved.aspx

5/15/2014

12



