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The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert ' The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker Minority Leader ,

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
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Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Bill Frist The Honorable Harry Reid

Majority Leader Minority Leader ‘

- United States Senate : United States Senate
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Dear Congressional Leaders:

We, the undersigned Attorneys General, write to express our concern about the drastic cuts to
the Crime Victims Fund proposed by the Administration in its budget for FY 2006.

The Crime Victims Fund was created as part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA)
and is funded entirely through collections from federal criminal fines, forfeitures and special
assessments. These funds, with no additional amounts provided by taxpayer revenues, support the
many VOCA programs that offer financial compensation and direct assistance services to victims of
all types of crimes. Presently, some 4,400 local programs depend on VOCA assistance grants to
provide necessary services to nearly 4 million victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, child
abuse, drunk driving, elder abuse and robberies, as well as fannhes of homicide victims and other
victims of crime,

The Administration’s proposal for the FY 2006 budget to remove $1.267 billion from the Crime
‘Victims Fund would have a devastating impact on our ability to support victims of crime. VOCA is the
only federal grant program that supports direct assistance services to victims of every description. VOCA
also funds victim services for those involved in the federal criminal justice system and supplements state
funds that provide financial compensation to victims of crime. While the Administration’s proposal
includes VOCA funding of $650 million for FY 2006, it seeks to remove all other amounts remaining in
the fund, as well as any amounts deposited during FY 2006. The Fund would thus begin FY 2007 with a
zero balance. Beginning FY 2007 with nothing in the Fund means that there will be no money readily



“available for state victim assistance and crime victim compensation grants or to pay federal personnel
providing victim services.

This approach is wholly inconsistent with the precise language of the statute which states that “...
all sums deposited in the Fund in any fiscal year that are not made available for obligation by Congress in
the subsequent fiscal year shall remain in the Fund for obligation in future fiscal years, without fiscal year
limitation.” 42 U.S.C. §10601(c). It also undermines the commitment, made in recent years when a cap
was introduced on annual grants, “to ensure that a stable level of funding will remain available for these
programs in future years.” (Public Law 106-113, Conf. Report 106-479, Title VI, General Provisions,
Sec. 620). Victims are challenged enough by their experlences It would be an injustice to make the
future of VOCA funding uncertain.

The proposed cut could not come at a worse time for states and territories. Significant budget
problems still face state and territorial legislatures. VOCA funds enable states and community-based
organizations to pay victim compensation and to offer free counseling, advocacy and a range of other
specialized services for crime victims at a time when victims should not be further burdened by having to
pay for such services themselves, or worse, forced to go without them. In many cases, the VOCA-funded
services are lifesaving measures. Limiting the ability to offer these services will have devastating
consequences. |

We ask that you vote to restore the funds and assure the future availability of these monies to the
Crime Victims Fund.
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