State of Texag

DAN MORALES

ATTORNEY GENERAL June 23, 1995

Mr. Leonard W. Peck, Jr.

Assistant General Counsel

Legal Affairs Division

Texas Department of Criminal Justice
P.O.Box 99

Huntsville, Texas 77342-0099

OR95-443
Dear Mr. Peck:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
~ the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 27798.

Your agency received an open records request from an individual incarcerated in a
correctional facility. The Texas Legislature recently enacted certain legislation that
affects the ability of incarcerated individuals to obtain, under the Open Records Act,
information held by governmental entities in Texas. Section 1 of House Bill 949
amended the Open Records Act by adding section 552.027 of the Government Code,
which provides as follows:

Sec. 552.027. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM
INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL. (a) A governmental body is not
required to accept or comply with a request for information from an
individual who is imprisoned or confined in a correctional facility.

(b) Subsection (a) does not prohibit a governmental body from
disclosing to an individual described by that subsection information
held by the governmental body pertaining to that individual.

(¢) In this section, ‘correctional facility’ has the meaning
assigned by Section 1.07(a), Penal Code.

' . H.B. 949, 74th Leg., R.S. With regard to the effective date of this amendment, section 8
of House Bill 949 specifically provides:
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