State of Texas

DAN MORALES

ATTORNEY GENERAL

December 18, 1995

Ms. Neilyn Griggs Maloney
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49th Street

Austin, Texas 78756-3199

OR95-1445

. Dear Ms. Maloney:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 20793,

The Texas Department of Health (“the department™) received a request to “advise
me of the specific nature of the allegations [against a certain midwife] . . . that resulted in
your May 12 letter” You seek to withhold from required public disclosure the
department’s file regarding a complaint against that midwife under section 552.101 of the
Government Code, in conjunction with the informer’s privilege.

The informer’s privilege protects the identity of persons who furnish information
regarding violations of the law to officers charged with enforcing the law. Open Records
Decision No. 515 (1988). However, in correspondence with this office, the requestor has
stated that he is not seeking the name of the informant who complained about the midwife
to the department. Thus, we need not consider the exception you raised. As you raise no
other exception to the release of the information in the file, we conclude that with the
exception of any information that identifies the complainant, you must release the file in its
entirety. We have marked the documents accordingly.

We are resolving this matter with this informal letter ruling rather than with a
. published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue
under the facts presented to us in this request and may not be relied upon as a previous
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determination under section 552.301 regarding any other records. If you have questions
about this ruling, please contact our office.

Yours very truly,

Kay GuaW

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

KHG/KKO/ch

Ref:

ID# 20793

Enclosures;  Marked documents

CCl

Vikram Chandhok

Conant Whittenburg Whittenburg & Schacter
P.O.Box 31718

Amarillo, Texas 79120

{w/o enclosures)



