
DAN MORALES 
ATTORNEY GENERAL September 9, 1996 

Mr. Charles F. Wetherbee 
City Attorney 
City of Jourdanton 
1220 Simmons Avenue 
Jourdanton, Texas 78026 

OR96- 162 1 
Dear Mr. Wetherbee: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned 
ID# 100640. 

0 
The City of Jourdanton (the "city") received a request for various information 

concerning its city manager. You ask whether the city must disclose the city manager's 
IRS Form W-2, social security number and driver's license number. You also ask various 
questions concerning what costs the city may charge the requestor. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from required public disclosure 
information that is made confidential by law. The IRS Form W-2 is made confidential by 
law. 26 U.S.C. $ 6103(a); Open Records Decision No. 226 (1979). We are aware of no 
law that makes confidential the driver's license number. 

Section 552.117 of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure 
information that relates to a current or former official's or employee's home address, 
home telephone number, social security number, and information that reveals whether a 
current or former official or employee of a governmental body has family members, if the 
official or employee has complied with section 552.024 of the Government Code. 
Section 552.024 provides a procedure where by each official or employee of a 
governmental body may choose whether to allow public access to the information 
covered by section 552.1 17. Thus, if at the time the city received the request for 
information, the city manager had complied with section 552.024, the city must withhold 
from the requestor the city manager's home address, home telephone number, social 

e security number, and information that reveals whether the city manager has -family 
members. See Open Records Decision No. 530 (1989). 
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If the city manager had not complied with section 552.024, the city may still be 
required to withhold from public disclosure the city manager's social security number. 
Social security numbers are withheld in some circumstances under section 552.101 of the 
Government Code. A social security number or "related record" may be excepted from 
disclosure under section 552.101 in conjunction with the 1990 amendments to the federal 
Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 9 405(~)(2)(C)(viii)(I). See Open Records Decision No. 
622 (1994). These amendments make confidential social security numbers and related 
records that are obtained and maintained by a state agency or political subdivision of the 
state pursuant to any provision of law enacted on or after October 1, 1990. See id. We 
have no basis for concluding that the social security numbers in the requested records are 
confidential under section 405(~)(2)(C)(viii)(I), and therefore excepted from public 
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Open Records Act on the basis of that federal 
provision. We caution, however, that section 552.353 of the Open Records Act imposes 
criminal penalties for the release of confidential information. Prior to releasing any social 
security number information, you should ensure that no such information was obtained or 
is maintained by the city pursuant to any provision of law, enacted on or after October 
1, 1990. 

Finally, with regard to your cost questions, we direct you to the General Services 
Commission. See Gov't Code § 552.261. 

We are resolving this matter with this informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and may not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

~ssistani Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 100640 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Ms. Patricia J. Elizabeth Tymrak-Daughtrey 
P.O. Box 23 
Jourdanton, Texas 78026 
(wlo enclosures) 


