
DAN MORALES 
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Mr. John Steiner 
Division Chief 
City of Austin 
Law Department 
P.O. Box 1546 
Austin. Texas 78767-1 546 

August 19, 1997 

Dear Mr. Steiner: . . . ~ . ... 
. - . . . . . . . ~~0 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required pltblic &$dosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government code.: Ydkr.re;riuest;wis 

. _ 1 . . 
assigned ID# 108491. . . . .  

0 The Austin Police Department (the "department") ieceived a request for-all 
documents concerning a specific case pertaining to the requestor. Youiaise Government 
Code sections 552.027,552.101, and 552.108. 

You contend that the department is not required to comply with this request for 
information under section 552.027 of the Government %ode. Section 552.027 provides the 
following: 

9 

(a) A governmental body is not required to accept or comply with 
a request for information from an individual who is imprisoiied or confined 
in a correctional facility. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not prohibit a governmental body frdm 
disclosing to an individual described by that subsection inform~tion held by 
the governmental body pertaining to that individual. 

(c) In this section, "correctional facility" has the meaning assigned 
by Section 1.07(a), Penal Code.' 

'Section 1.07(a)(14) of the Penal Code provides: 

"Correctional facility" means a place designated by law for the 
confinement of a person arrested for, charged with, or convicted of criminal 
offense. The term includes: 

(B) a confinement fac~l~ty  operated by the Texas Depastment of . 
Crlminal Justice; 

(C) a confinement facility operated under contract with any division of 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; and 
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Gov't Code rj 552.027 (footnote added). 

You state that the request is from an individual incarcerated in a correctional facility. 
Consequently, the request is subject to section 552.027 of the Government Code. Thus, 
section 552.027 gives you the discretion to either deny this open records records request in 
its entirety or release all or part of the information at issue that is not otherwise 
confidential by law. Gov't Code rj 552.007.' 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied on as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have any questions regarding this 
ruling, please contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Vickie Prehoditch 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 108491 

cc: Mr. Jamie Fletcher, Jr. 
TDCJ, I.D. #419453 
Route 1, Box 150 
Coffield Unit 
Tennessee Colony, Texas 75884 

(D) a community corrections facility operated by a community 
supervision and corrections deparlment. 

W e  urge the department to exercise caution in using its discretionary authority to release any of 
the reauested information to the requestor. See Gov't Code 5 552.352; Open Records Decision No. 339 

a 
(1982) (common-law privacy protects from disclosure information that reveals identity of victim of sexual 
assault). 


