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September 29,1997 

Ms. Lan P. Nguyen 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Houston 
Legal Department 
Post Office Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 7725 1-1 562 

Dear Mrs. Nguyen: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 

a assigned ID# 10973 1. 

The City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services (the "city") received 
two requests for information regarding childhood lead poisoning program inspections. You 
claim that the requested information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of 
the Government Code in conjunction with chapter 88 of the Health and Safety Code. You 
have submitted a representative sample of the requested information for our review.' 

Access to records of childhood lead poisoning is governed by statutory provisions 
outside of chapter 552 of the Government Code. Section 88.002 of the Health and Safety 
Code provides, in part 

(a) Except as specifically authorized by this chapter, reports, records, 
and information furnished to a health authority, a regional director, or 
the department that relate to cases or suspected cases of children with 
blood lead levels of concern or lead poisoning are confidential and may 
be used only for the purposes of this chapter. 

'We assume that the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach and, therefore, does not authorize the withholding of any other requested records 
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this 
office. 
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(b) Reports, records, and information relating to cases or suspected 
cases of childhood lead poisoning and children with blood lead levels 
of concern are not public information under the open records law, 
Chapter 552, Government Code, and may not be released or made 
public on subpoena or otherwise except as provided by this chapter. 

The submitted information contains "reports, records, and information relating to 
cases of childhood lead poisoning and children with blood lead levels of concern." 
Moreover, it is not apparent to this office that any of the release provisions of this statute 
apply in this instance. Accordingly, the submitted documents must be withheld from 
required public disclosure, as required by section 88.002 of the Health and Safety Code. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied on as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have any questions regarding this ruling, 
please contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Vickie Prehoditch 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 109731 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Mr. Jeffrey W. Hitt 
Olivier & Mundy, L.L.P. 
Two Houston Center 
909 Fannin, Suite 1 100 
Houston, Texas 7701 0-1 010 
(W/O enclosures) 

Mr. Jeffrey A. Smith 
4223 Apollo Street 
Houston, Texas 77018-4310 
(W/O enclosures) 


