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October 16, 1997 

Ms. Cheryl N. Elliot 
General Counsel 
Texas Southern University 
3 100 Cfeburne Avenue 
Houston, Texas 77004 

Dear Ms. Elliot: 

You have asked whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 109915. 

@ Texas Southern University (the "university") received a request for "copies of all 
documentation and communication between [university] administration, [university] students, and 
Follet's Texas Southern Bookstore #297 that describe the processes of the voucher debit system 
operated at [the university] for individual student accounts. These processes would include the 
operational equipment, the setup, the access, the terms, the conditions, and the utilization of the 
debit system." You assert that the information requested relates to a pending lawsuit and is 
therefore excepted from disclosure under section 552.103 of the Government Code. We have 
considered your argument and have reviewed the information. 

Pursuant to section 552.301(h), a governmental body is required to submit to this office 
) general written comments stating the reasons why the stated exceptions apply that would allow 

the information to be withheld, (2) a copy of the written request for information, and (3) a copy of 
the specific information requested or representative samples, labeled to indicate which exceptions 
apply to which parts of the documents. You did not, however, submit to this office copies or 
representative samples of the specific information that was requested. Pursuant to section 552.303(c) 
of the Government Code, this office notified you by letter dated September 11, 1997, that you had 
failed to submit the information required by section 552.301(b). We requested that you provide this 
information to our office within seven days from the date of receiving the notice. You timely 
responded and informed this office that the university "does not keep any documents with regard to 
the above referenced open records/public information request." You did, however, submit the 
contract between the university and Follett's College Bookstore, which makes reference to the use 
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of student vouchers to pay for books and supplies. Therefore, we will address your argument for 
withholding this contract which you indicate is the only information in the possession of the 
university responsive to the request. 

To show that section 552.103(a) is applicable, a governmental entity must show that (1) 
litigation is pending or reasonably anticipated and (2) the information at issue is related to the 
litigation. Heard v. Hozuton Post Co., 684 S.W.2d 210,212 (Tex. App.--Houston [lst Dist.] 1984, 
writ ref d n.r.e.); Open Records Decision No. 551 (1990) at 4. You have provided this office with 
information showing that there is a pending lawsuit over the university's alleged failure to produce 
lists of required course books in response to open records requests. Thus, you have shown that 
litigation is pending. We have reviewed the contract and agree with your contention that it is related 
to the pending litigation. Thus, you may withhold from disclosure the submitted contract for which 
you assert section 552.103(a) protection. We note, however, that once information has been 
obtained by all parties to the litigation, no section 552.103(a) interest generally exists with respect 
to that information. Open Records Decision Nos. 349 (1982), 320 (1982). Also, the applicability 
of section 552.103(a) generally ends once the litigation has concluded. Attorney General Opinion 
MW-575 (1982); Open Records Decision No. 350 (1982). 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a published open 
records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue under the facts presented 
to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous determination regarding any other 
records. If you have questions about this ruling, please contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Michael A. Pearle 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 109915 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Forrest Ray Dillon 
Gulf Coast Bookstore 
3008 Blodgett 
Houston, Texas 78004 
(wlo enclosures) 


