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September 22, 1998 

Mr. Dean J. Johnson 
Police Legal Advisor 
Beaumont Police Department 
P.O. Box 3827 
Beaumont, Texas 77704-3827 

OR98-2269 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 118209. 

The Beaumont Police Department (the “department”) received a request for 
information regarding complaints filed against Hans Keiling, a former police officer. You 
contend that the requested information is excepted from disclosure pursuant to sections 
552.101 and 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you 
claim and have examined the documents that you have submitted as a representative sample 
responsive to this request.’ 

Government Code Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure “information deemed 
confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” This section 
encompasses information protected by other statutes. Local Government Code section 
143.089(g) authorizes police and fire departments ofcities that have adopted chapter 143 of 
that code to maintain records of its oflicers for the department’s internal use; if “reasonably 
related to the police or fire fighter’s employment” these records are confidential. Open 
Records Decision No. 562 at 7 (1990). In City of San Antonio v. Texas Attorney General, 

‘In reaching our conclusion here, we assume that the “representative sample” of records submitred 
to this office is huly representative of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 
(19X8), 497 (198X). This open records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding 
of. any other requested records lo the extent that those records contain substantially different types of 
information than that submitted to this office. 
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