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April 2, 2002

Mr. Therold I. Farmer
Walsh, Anderson, Brown, Schulze & Aldridge, P.C.
P.O. Box 2156
Austin, Texas 78752

OR2002-1602

Dear Mr. Farmer:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under chapter 552 of the
Government Code.  Your request was assigned ID# 160683.

The Calallen Independent School District (the “district”), which you represent, received a request for
records of “bills and payments made to and received from the Walsh, Anderson law firm” for a
specified case and period of time.  You claim that the requested information is excepted from disclosure
under sections 552.103, 552.106, 552.107, and 552.111 of the Government Code.  We have
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

We note that the submitted information is subject to section 552.022 of the Government Code.  This
section enumerates categories of information that are public information and not excepted from required
disclosure under chapter 552 of the Government Code unless they are expressly confidential under
other law.  Section 552.022(a)(16) defines one category as “[i]nformation that is in a bill for attorney’s
fees and that is not privileged under the attorney-client privilege.”  In the instant matter, the submitted
information contains attorney fee bills that must be released under section 552.022(a)(16) unless the
information is expressly made confidential under other law.  The district claims that the information is
excepted from disclosure under sections 552.103, 552.106, 552.107(1), and 552.111; however, those
sections are discretionary exceptions under the Public Information Act and do not constitute “other
law” for purposes of section 552.022.  Discretionary exceptions are intended to protect only the
interests of the governmental body, as distinct from exceptions which are intended to protect
information deemed confidential by law or the interests of third parties.  See, e.g., Open Records
Decision Nos. 663 (1999) (governmental body may waive sections 552.103 and 552.111), 630 at 4
(1994) (governmental body may waive section 552.107(1)), 522 at 4 (1989) (discretionary exceptions
in general).








