
G R E G  A B B O T T  

November 16,2006 

h4s. Lisa Riediger 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of San Antonio 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, Texas 78283 

You ask \\-hetlics certain information is subjcct to rcili~ired piiblic disclosiire under the 
Public Ini'ol-riiation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Go\-cmment Code. Your request was 
assigned ID% 264970. 

The Citv of San Antonio (the "city") received a request for "electroiiic copies of all - .  
~ipplications and supporting documents siibii~itled for- opc~.ational and/or project g~-ants froni 
tile /city/ tllroiinh the Office ofCul~ii~-a! Affairs for iiscal year 2006-2007 al-ts Stinding." You . .- - 
clo not take a position as to \vl~etlier r!ic s~ihiiiitlcd inforiiiaiion is excepted unclzr the .4ct; 
iio\vcves, you state, and provide dociinieniatioi~ showing, that you notitied all intercsled third 
parties of !lie city's receipt of the reqticst f~or inibi-tnarion and of each tliircl party's right to 
subniit arguments to this office as to why the I-equested inforn~atiorr si~ould not be relcascd 
to tlle requestor. See Gov't Code 5 552.305(<1); scc cii.r.ii Open liecords Decision No. 5+2 
(1990) (statutory predecessor to sectiorl 552.305 perniits goverlinicntal hod)) to rely on 
intei-ested third party to raise and cxplaiii applicability of exception in the Act in certaii~ 
cireun1staiices). We have revie~ved the siibi?~it(cd inforination. 

i n  intercstecl tliii-d party is alio\\,etl teil i~iisiiiess ci;iys aStcr the i1;ite o r  its i-zceipt oi't11e 
g o ~ c r i i ~ ~ ~ c i ~ t : i I  body's noticc ~iiiticr scctioi? 552.305( ti) to s~ibil?it its i-eiions. it'any, as to 
reqncsteti iiifbri~iation rel~iting to i t  siloitid bc \\.itiiheld Li-om disclos~irr. .See Cio\,'l Code 
$ 552.305(d)(2)(B). As of tire date oi'tliis lctter-, none of the interested third parties iias 
s i~h~ni t ted  to this office any reasons exp1:iiniilg wliy the requested inforniaiion sllonld 1101 be 
rcleascd. \Vc tiiris liave no basis for concli idi~~g that ;iny 1303-tion of tile siibmitted 
inforniatioii constitutes proprietary ii~foi-ni;liion of any of the interested tiiird parties. and llie 
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city may not witlthold any portion of the submitted inforn~ation on that basis. See Open 
Records Decision Nos. 661 at 5-6 (1999) (to prevent disclosure of commercial or iiiiancial 
itif'orniation, party must show by specific factrial evidence, not co~~clusory or geiteralized 
allegations, that release of requested information vvouid cause that party substantial 
coii~petitive hami), 552 at 5 j 1990) (party miist establish pl-i~?infocie case that iitformation 
is trade secret), 542 at 3 (1990). Accordingly, the city must release the siibtt~itred 
information lo the reqitestor. 

L\'c iiote that the reqiiestor seeks elccrr.ol?ic copies of thc infonnatioii at issue, biit tlte city 
has subtnitted paper copies ofthe it~forinatioii. Section 552.225 of the Goveri~nieiit Code 
i.eqliircs a go\,ernmental body to provide a copy of the pi~blic informatioit iii tile rcqiiested 
t~tediiim if it has tlie tecbtioiogical ability to do so without tile p~irchose software or 
Iiai-di\.;it-e. See Go\,'[ Code 5 552.228(b)(I), (2). Accordiiigly, if the city has tlie 
tecl~nological capability to provide tlte inforniation at issue in the reiliiested clcctronic 
ibrnmat, it iuuist do so; however, if the city does not have tlte techcological capability. i t  may 
release the inforniatioi~ at iss~ie in the sirbn~itted paper format or in anotlier nrediirnt 
acceptable to tile reqiiestor. See Gov't Code 552.228(c). 

Tltis letter ruling is l i~i~ited to the particular records at issite in this request and liniitcd to tlie 
hcts as presented to 11s; tliereihre: this rriling IIILIS~ ilot be relied upon as a lxevioiis 
detern~ination 1-egarding any other records or any other circ~unstaiices. 

This riiling triggers important deadii~ies regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governtnental body and of the reqiiestor. For example, govemi-nental bodies are prohibited 
froin asking the attorney general to reconsiderthis rulittg. Gov't Code $ 552.301(0. I f  the 
go\.crnmcntal body wants to clialle~lge this I-iiliitg. the go~e~- t in~et i~a l  body niiisi appeal by 
iiliitg siiit i:? Ti-:iv.is Co~iiity \vitIiiii 30 calc~id;~~. clays. 10. 3 552.324ib). In ordci- to get tlrc 
fit11 berieiir of such an appeal, tlie ~ovei-tii?ict?t;~l body n~ust file snit \viihiii 10 calzitcini. days. 
Itl. 5 552.353(b)(3). (c). If tiic govertiiiicntal body does tiot ;ippeul tl~is riili~?g atid the 
govtrilt~lciital body does not coiiipiy \vitli i t ,  tlieri both the reqlicsrnr and tlie attorney general 
11;ive tlie riglit to file sitit against tile gov~crnmei~tnl body to eirforcc titis riiIit?g. Id.  
$ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires tlie govertin~ental body to release ni l  or pat-t of the rccjiiested 
iiiihi-mation, the govet-ttiiiei~tal body is r,-sponsihlc for takiiig tlie i~cxt step. Rased on tile 
st:ilitte, tile ;itrori?ey senelxi expects tirat, upon I-cccivit,g this ri~liiig, the govi.sitiiiciital body 
\\.ill cithcr- rclcnse tltc j~itblic I-ccords proiiiptly pursiiniit to sisctioi~ 552.221(:1) of the 
Govcr-iit~ictlt Code or. iile a lawsuit cliallengii~g 1111s 1-~iliiig piirsuailt to sectioir 552.324 oftlie 
Govei-iitt~eiit Code. If the govcr-rtt~ic:~t;~l body fails to do oiie of tl~ese tlrings, r11c11 tile 
requestor shoiild repoi-t that fni1~ii.c to the attorney general's Ope11 Govemriicnt Ilotline, toll 
li-cc. at (877) 073-6839. The requestor riiay also file a coilil~laint \vith the district or courity 
attorney. ld $ 552.3215(e). 
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If this ruling requires o r  pennits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id.  552.321(a); Texcrs Dep't of^P~rb. Sc~fkty 1.. Gilbrentil, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infvrmation triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in compliance with this ruiing, 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questioi~s or 
complaints about over-charging must he directed to Hadassah Schloss at [lie Oftice of the 
Attorney General at (5 12)  475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or coriunents 
itboiit this rliliilg, they may contact our office. We note that a tilit-tl party may challenge this 
I-iiling by filing suit seeking to \vithhoid information fi-om a requestor. Gov't Code 
5 552.325. Although there is 110 statutory deadliiie for contacting (is, the attori~ey general 
prefers to receive any comnients within 10 calendar days of the  date of this ruling. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Ilecords Divisio~i 

Eric. Submitted dociirlle~lts 

c: Mark Abbott 
Al~i111o City Meil's Choi-ale 
1'. 0. Box 120213 
Smi Ai?toi~io, 7'es;is 78212 
(\\.I0 C I ~ C ~ ~ S L ~ I ~ ~ S )  

Rence Davis 
Cactiis Pear blusic Festival 
403 Stone \Vood 
Sail Ai?tonio, Texas 782 16- 1625 
(wlo enclosiiresj 

Marti L~l t i c I~  
Ballet Sat1 Aiito~iio 
903 I'roton 
San Ai~tonio, 7'csas 78258 
(\v/o ellcIos~11-es) 

Kathleen Miller 
Children's Fine Art Series 
3201 West Avenue 
San Anloilio. Texas 782 13 
(1vi'o ei1clos~lres) 
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Pauline Casi~ioii 
Jump-start Performance Co 
108 Blue Star 
San Antonio, Texas 78204 
(wlo enclosures) 

Bret Ruiz 
Guadalupe C~~ l tu r a !  Arts 
1300 Guadalupe Street 
San Antonlo, Texas 78207 
(\v;o enclosures) 

Ruth Medellin 
Aiameda National Center for Latino 
Arts and Culture 
3 18 IVest Houston, Suite 200 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(\\{lo einciosures) 

Marise .McDennott 
Witte Muscrtm 
3801 Broad\vay 
San Antollin, Texas 78209 
(lido enclosiires) 

Karin Co~ni~ally 
Sa~n Antonio Metropolitail Ballet 
2800 N.E. Loop 410, Suite 3117 
Sail Antonio, Texas 782 18 
(\via enclosures) 

i'atricin Schofield 
Syri~plio~iy Society of Sail Antonio 
1'. 0. Box 658 
San Antonio, Texas 75293-0658 
(1~10 enclosures) 

Ricliard Rosen 
Tile Magik Children's Tlicatrc 
420 Sour11 Alamo 
S a ~ i  Ai?toi?io. Texas 78205 
(\\.lo e~~c lo s~ i r e s )  

Lam Lee iVahrn1und 
Musical Bridges Around the World 
7904 Summit Circle 
San Antonio, Texas 78256 
(wlo enclosures) 

Manuel Cast1110 
Sail Antonio Cuit~lral Arts, Inc 
1300 Chihuahua 
San .41ltonro, Texas 78207 
(wlo enclosures) 

Catlieriiie Cisneros 
The Urbail- 15 Group 
2500 South Prcsa 
San Antonio, Texas 782 10 
(\t./o enc10~11~es) 

Trislia Tanner 
Art12ace, Inc. 
445 North Main Aveiiue 
San Aiitoi~io, Texas 78205- 144 i 
(wio enclosiires) 

Mark Riclites 
Sail Antonio Opera 
1343 Soi~th Flores 
San Antonio, Texas 78204 
(wlo ei~closures) 

Marguerile McCorniick 
Childi-en's Chorus oi'Sail Aiitoiiio 
1'. 0. Box 460042 
San Antoiiio, Texas 78246-0042 
(w/o enclosiires) 

Sylvia Sclimidt 
yoiitii 01-chcsti-as oi'Sa1.1 A~itoiiio 
lo(, Atitiitoi-iilm Circlc. Suite 130 
Sail A~itoiijo: Texas 78205 
(i7;.:0 enclosrii-es) 
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Terry Lowry 
Network for Young Artist 
P. 0. Box 831328 
San Antonio, Texas 78283-1328 
( \ d o  ciiclosures) 

Suzanne Dunmire 
San Antonio Dance U~nbrella 
P. 0. Box 830634 
San Antonio, Texas 78283 
(wio enclosures) 

Pa~ala O\ven 
Soiith\vest School of .4rt and Craft 
300 A~tgusta 
Sari Antonio, Texas 78205 
(ivlo enclosures) 

Rajam Ramam~lrthy 
Arathi School of Indian Dance 
22864 Cielo Vista 
San Antonio, Texas 78256 
(~1.10 enclos~~res)  

Jo Reycs-Boitel 
Sat] Antonio Youti? Centers 
1'. 0. Box 7844 
San Antonio, Texas 78207 
(wio enclosures) 

Cl?ristinc M. Sii~ick 
Sail Alitoilio Childreil's Museiini 
305 East Ho~istoil Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(ivl'o c~~cIos~l!-es) 

Jon Hinojosa 
Say Si 
1414 Sotit11 Alati~o, Suite 103 
San Antono, Texas 78210 
(\\.lo eiiclosures) 

Roger L. Bessey 
Opera Guild o f  San Antonio 
P. 0. Box 12290 
San Antonio, Texas 78212-0290 
(\\.:o e ~ i c l o s ~ ~ r c s )  

Di .An11 Sneed 
Sail Antonio Little Theatre, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 12356 
San Antonio: Texas 782 12 
(wio enclosures) 

Laul-a Val-ela or Fernando Cano 
San Antonio Filinakers 
143 Easl Ackard Place 
San Antonio, Texas 78221 
(wio enclosures) 

Leslie Ellison 
San Antonio Choral Society 
P. 0 .  Box 12186 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 
(wio enclosures) 

Bernice l\'illianls 
Contemporary Art for San Antonio 
I I6 Bluc Star 
San Antonio, Texas 73204 
(\v!o enclosures) 

Marion Octti~igcr, Jr. 
San Antonio Museum oCArt 
200 Wcst .lotics Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78215 
(wio cnclosui-es) 

L. E. GI-ccii Schitbert 
Stone Metal Press 
1420 South Alanio, Suite I04 
San Antonio, Texas 78210 
(\\~/0 cliclosurcs) 
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Robert Benavides 
San Antonio Living History Assn 
53 10 San Pedro Avetiue 
Sati Antonio, Texas 78212 
(wio eilclosures) 

Nelda Drury 
Sari Antonio Folk Dance Festival 
1 1  I Carolwood 
San Antonio, Texas 7821 3 
(\v:o etrclosures) 

Mtiiena Gonzalez Cld 
Centl-o Cultural Aztlaii 
803 Castroville Road, Suite 402 
San Antonio, Texas 78237 
(wlo enclosures) 

lZosernary Catacalos 
Gcriiini liik 
5 13 So~itli Presa 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(wio e~iclosures) 

Bryce Milligali 
Wings PI-ess 
627 East Guenther 
Sail Antonio, Texas 782 i 0 
(wio ciiclos~~res) 

Aiine Jolinsoii 
S a ~ i  Antonio liitematioiinl I'iaiio 
Coiiipetition, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 39636 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 
( d o  cnclos~ires) 

Christina Ortega 
Hispanic Heritage Society 
P .O .  Box90136 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 
( W/O e ~ ~ c l o s ~ ~ r e s )  

Frank Villani 
ARTS San Antonio 
222 East Houston Street, Suite 100  
Saii Antonio, Texas 78205 
(\i.'o e~?clos~ires) 

Ilene Saeiiz 
Esperanza 
922 San Pedro 
San Antonio, Texas 782 12 
(W/O e~iclosures) 

Dot a Pena 
KALIP-SA 
663 1 Spr~iig Maiior 
San Antonio, Texas 78249 
(W/O enclosures) 

Pat Jasper 
Intematioiial Accordion Festival 
P. 0. Box 39843 
San Antonio, Texas 782 18 
( d o  e ~ l c i o s ~ ~ r c s )  

hls. L:iura Jesse 
Sail Antonio Express-News 
P. 0. Box 2171 
Sail Antonio, Texas 78297 
(wlo enclos~ires) 


