
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. P. Aniistrong 
Assistant City Attorney 
Criniiilal Law and Police Division 
1400 Soutli Lamar Street, 1"' Iiooi 
D;ilias, Texas 752 15 

Dear Ms. Armstrong: 

Yoit ask \vlietl~er certain inibrlliatioii is s~ibjcct to requireci piiblic disciosiire ~ii?dci- tlre 
I'iiblic Itiforniation Act (tile "Act"), cli:iptcl. 552 of the Goveriiii~eiit Code. Your reqtiest \\>as 
assigried ID# 264816. 

The Ilallas Police Dcpartn~ei~t (tlie "dep:rrtiiieiit") received a request for specified repoi-ts. 
You clairii that soiiie of the I-eclciestcd inforiliation is excepted froiil disclosure undet~ 
sectioiis 552.101, 552.108, 552.130, and 552.147 of the Govei-iiiiient Code. \Ire have 
considered tile exceptioits yoti claim and reviewed tile subiiiitted rcpresel~tative sample of 
inibrrnation.' 

Section 552.108(a/(I) oftbe Govct-i~iriciit Cotie excepts ii-oiii disclosiire "[i]nforriiatioii Iicid 
by a la\\, cnforceme~it ageiicy or proscciitor that deals wit11 tile detcctioir, iilvcstigation, 01- 

prosecrition of' crinie [ifj relcaie of' tlie iiibrii~atioii woiild ititel-kr-e will? [lie tIeicclioii_ 
iirvestigatioti, or. proscciitioli of el-iilie." A goveriiiiien~al body ciaiining scctioii 552.103 
il?iist I-casoirably esplaiii lie\\ :iiit! \vliy lllc I-cleasc of tile i-cqtiestcti ilrfoi-i?iatioii \voiild 
iiitcrferc \vith law eiiibrceiiieirt. Secc Gov'i Code $$552,  1 OS(a)( I ), (b)[ I ), 552.301 (c)( 1 )(A); 
.set cilso E.r /.JNI.TC Pi.ii;ii, 551 S.\Y.Zti 7 0 0  ('Fcx. 1'977). I'oii stale that the sl~blllitted 

'\Ve asstiime that tlie "rcprei~i~!ii!ii I: s:iiili>/~" ofrccorils s i ihn i i t t~ l  to tliis oflice is ti-iiiy rc~~rcici:toti\c~ 
tiii: i-equcstcd records as a ~vliulc. Sc,c Oixii llccoi-ds Dccisioii Kos. 499 (i9SY). 497 (IOSS). Tills ope11 

records lctter does not rcacli, aiiii tllcrci'oie ilucs riot a~~! i~ i~ i i z i .  iiic ~vitlilioliiiiig oi: ail? other ie~lncstcd rccoi-ti\ 
io ilie cx~crit that lliosc rccorils con:;iii s~ilistaiititilly i i t f i r c i ~ r  types oiiiiii,rn~titioii t!:;rn that siib~iiiricii to this 
oriicc. 



iiiformatioii relates to a peiidiiig criiiiiiial iilvestigatioii. Based on this represcntatioi?, \ye 
coiicliide that tile release of the infomintioii yoii have iiiai-Iced iiirder- section 551.108 \?auld 
iiitcrfere witli the detection, investigation. or proscciition of'crinic. See fl'oi~.sioii C%i.ciiiicIe 
l'iibl'g Co. . C i i ~ .  QJ' E/oiori.~ioii. 531 S.\\'.2d 177 (Tcs .  C i \ .  i\pp.--tIoiiston (14lii 
Ilist.] 197i), i t ' r i i r c f ' t /~~ . i .  .e.. 5?hS.\\'.2ct j i9 ( ' r c s .  1976)(c~i i r i  dcliiieatcs Ia\vi.iii\)i-ceiiieiit 
i ~ t z r c t s  t l  r e  i t  I ~ c i i v c  I )  'flitis, tile dcl~iirtiiiciit 11i;i) \iitiiliolti ilie 
iiiforinaiiori iiial-keel iii~dcr sectioil 552, IOS.' 

l.oLl , A ~ ~ L I  . . , . i tliat soiiie oi‘the I-cniaiiiiii~ ini'orinatioii is C S C ~ J J I C I ~  iiiidei- scclioii 552.101 of thc 

Go;criitiient Code, wliicli excepts Coiii ~lisclosiire "inforiiiatioi-i coiisiciered to be coiiliileiltial 
by la\\,, eitlier coiislit~itionnl, sl:~t~itoi-y, or by juclicial decision." Criiiiinal liistory I-ecord 
information ("CHRI") generated by tile Ni~tioiial Criiiie Jiiibrri~atioii Center ('.XCIC") or by 
the Tesas Criiiie Inforiiiatioii Ceiiter ("TCIC") is coiifidcnti;iI. Tiilc 28. pzirt 20 c~i'riic Codc 
of Feder;il i<eg~tiaiioiis goveriis tile release of Cll i i l  tliat states ohtaiii froiii tlic fitlei-ol 
eovei-niiiciit orothel-states. O~ICII  l<i.cor.iis I>ei.isioii So. 505 ( 19')01. .I'lic l>cIc~il i-c~tiI:~iio~is 
I !  c S I  I f i t  i 1 1 1 i i i i 1 I  I I c I I l l  i t  ~ t s .  It/. 
Sci i io l~  4 I I .OX? <)I' tlii: (;i>veriiiiicii~ C O C ! ~  iicciii; ~~iiliili)ii[iiii  C - l N l < I  t11:ii i i i ~  I~ej)i~riiiiciit of 
l'iil~iic Safety ("DI'S") rnaiiit;iiiis. except that tiic UPS i i~ay dissciniiia~c tliis iiiili-iliatioii ;IS 

pro\,itled i i i  ciiaptcr4 1 I ,  siibcIi;lpter- F oftlic (io\,et-i~mciit Code. See Ciov't Codc $ 41 1.053. 

Scctioi,s 41 1 .OS3(b)(I) and 41 1 .OS9(a) antliorizc a criiiiiiial jiisiicc agency to ohi:liil CHRI. 
hiit n crii~iiiial justice asency [nay not release CilRl escepi to aiiorlicr criniiiialjiistici: ageiic) 
i'or a criiiiinal jiistice piii-pose. / 4 I I O O ) (  I ) Oilicr cirtitics speci ticil i i i  cliii~~tci. 4 I I 
of tile Govei-iiiiicnt Code are e11titletl to oht;iiii C:tlRl fro111 III'S or ;ii~otIici- csiniiii:il jiistice 
~igeiicy: i~o\vevei-, those elltilies niiiy 1101 r e l ea~e  (.'1-1RI ~ x c e p l  ;IS provittctl by cI~aj?tcr 41 1 
Secjg~,iici.ri/i).ic/. $5 4 1 1.090-4 1 I .  127. 7'11~1s. ail) CHRI ,geiiei-;iteel by the SetIci.al goveniiiieiit 
or ;iiiotlicrstate 1113y 1101 bc iiiaiic avail;ibii) to tile rcc~~tes~orescspt  i i i  ;iccord:iiicc \\it11 kderal 
i-egiilatio~?~. See Open IZecords Decisioii No. 565 (1990). llobvcver: scctioii 41 I .OSl(b) 
allo\vs a police dcparti~iei~t to disclose to tlic piiblic CllRI "tiiat is I-clntcci to rile oKciise foi- 
\viiicii a l?ersoii is iii\,olvecl i i i  tile et-itiiii131 jiisticc systein.'' l(/. Gc~v'i  Code 5 41 l.OQl(b). 
TI~iis, iiifoi-niation ]?crtainiiig lo oi~tstailtiiiig cllzii-gcs hi. \\I?icii 21 j?ei-s~ii is elit-rililtly iiivolveci 
iii tliz criiiiiriai jiislicc systeiii is not coii~iticiiti;ii iiiitlcr sectioii 4 i 1 .OS3. 

\Ye 11;ive iiiarkcd the inibi-iilatioii t11;it ilic tii.~~:ii~iiiieiit ii1ii;t \viiliiiolii iiiiilcr scctiiiii 5 5 2 .  10 I 
i i i  coi~j~iiicti~)ii \?it11 cIi;~ptcr 41 I oi'tlic (~ic1vcrii111~111 cotli.. 'i'lic reii::iii~ii~g i~lt'o~-i~iiititoii does 
liot coiitaiii Ct lRi  foi- piirposes oi'cl1;iptc1-4 I I ;  tlicrei'oi-c. iioiic oi'tlic i-~iiiiiiiiii:g iiiibrtii;itioii 
is coiifideilti:ii iiiidct- cliai~tcc- 41 i ,  iiiitl tlic tlc1i;ii-iniciit 111:ry iiot \vitliiiold aiiy of  tiiis 
iiii'i~riilatioii itiidcs section 552.  101 oi'tlic Go\-ci-~~i~icirt C'oiic oil th;it sroiiiid. 
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You assert that soirie of tile remaining intbrinatioi? is excepted tinder section 552.130 of the 
Governi~ient Code, vvhicli provitles tliat ii-iihi-illation rclatiilg to a ii~otor vehicle opei-ator's 
liceiise, cirivcr's liceiise, iilotor vcl1iclc title. or registi-aiioii isitied by a Tcx:is ngeiicy is 
cxccpted I'i-0111 p~iblic release. Gos't C'ciilc 552.130(a)(l) .  (31. ti'c agi-ce tliiit the 
dcl~artnic~it ii-itist \vitliIiold tile 'Texas iiioior \cliiclc rccoi-d ir~fi~silia~ioii j.oii l ~ a \  c i~iarked 
iiiitlcr sectioii 552.130. 

Fii~aily. yoti assert that some of tllc scniaii?iiig iiiii~irn~iitioil is excepted under sectioii552.147 
oi' tire Goveriiiiient Code, \\l-iicIi prot.itics tiiat "[tjlic sociiii security i-iiiinber oS a living 
pusoii  is excepted from" I-eqiiired piiblic disclosure ~iilder the Act. The depai-tnieiit niust 
\v i t i i i~~id  tile social sec~irity ricii~~bcrs you have iiiai-lied ~iiidci- section 552.147.' 

7'0 coiicliiilc. t l ~ e  ( I c ~ ~ ~ s l ~ i ~ c ~ i t  iiiay .i\itIiliold tile inihrinaiioii i~iarl~cil  iiiidci- section 552.108 
ol'tlit: Govti~11111ci~t Code. Tlic ( l c j~ ;~r t i> ic~ i~  I I I L I S ~  \vitlilioici t11e sciii;iiiiiiis i ~ - i ~ i > i ~ i i i ~ ~ t i c ~ i ~  !ye Il~ive 
11iaslteii tiilder sectioii 552. I01 oftllc Go\eriiiiici1t Cock i i i  coi~j~iiictioii \vith cllaptei- Ji 1 oi 
tile Go\,ernment Code, the Texas motor \.eliicle record i11forrii;iiioii yoii have niai-Iced uncles 
sectioii 552.130 of the Goveri-imei~t Code, and the social scciirity niirnbcrs you have niasked 
tinder sectioil552.147 oftlie Govemn~ent Code. The dcpartmeilt inustreieasc tile reii~nining 
infoi.i~iatioii. 

7'liis letter I-iiiiiig is liiniled ti, tile pasticu1;ir i-ccoriis ai issiie i r i  t l i i i  I - ~ L ~ L I I ' S ~  :iilcI li!iiitcti to tile 
j: ,iits :IS 1".csenteci lo 11s: tlirreibi-i.. tliis I-iiliiis iiiiisi iiot he ~rclictl !ipol1 iis ii ]>rc\~io!is 

~Ictcriiiiiiaiioii I-egardiiig ail? oi1ii.i- ici,i~i-~!-. i11- :ii1). O I I I L ~ Y  i~ i i - i~i~~>i .~i : i i icc~.  

This riiliiig triggers iii~poi-inili tlcati1ii;cs ~~cgiirilii~g tile I-iglits iiiiil  resl)~i-isibiliti~'j of  tlie 
oovcriiiiieiital body and of tiie reqi!cs!vr. Fol- csaii-iple, yo\,ci-i~iliental bodies are proliibitctl - 
fi-oi1-i askiiig the nttori1cy gci~cral to secoi~sitlei- this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.30l(i). If tile 
govec-iimeritai body waiits to ciinlleiigc tliis riiliiig. the govesi~ii?eiitai body must appeal by 
iiliiig suit i i i  Travis Co~iiity i\.itliiii  30 calciidar days. I .  5 3 (  111 osdcr to get tlic 
i i i l l  beiiciit ofs~ic l i  an appcal. tiic govcrnirieiitn1 body iiitisi iile suit \\'itliin 10 c;iici-id:ir days. 
Ill, $ 552,353(\>)(3), (c). If tlic ~ o ~ ~ c r i ~ i i i c 1 ~ 1 ; 1 1  l)i~cly clots 110t ~ippciil this ir~iliiig L I I I ~  thc 
~ o v e r i i i i ~ c i ~ t ~ ~ l  body cloes iiot coiiii~iy \viii: i t .  iiicii botli tilt recliiesior iiiitl tlic attoi-iiey gciiei.ai 
Iiiisc tlic irislit to iiic suit a ~ i i i i s t  tlic go\~criiiiici~iai body to ciifi~i-ce iliis I-iiliii:. I ( / .  
$ 552.321(3). 

if this ruliilg req~iires the govesi~ii~ci~tai  body to I-elcasc all or pal-t of  tlie reqiicsteti 
infosniatioii, tire govcsnmcntal body is rcs1)oilsibie hi- taking tile iicst step. I3:iscd on tile 
sl;~tiiti., the atlortiey geilcml expects lliiii. iipoii recei\~iiig illis riilii~g. the go\:criii~~eiitai body 
\ \ i l l  eitlici- irelease tile piibiic I-ccoi-tls i~rciiiii?tl!, piirsir;iiil lo sectioii 552.221(;1) oi' tlic 
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Goveriiment Code or file a lawsuit challeilgiiig this niling piirsuanr to section 552.321 of'the 
Govei-nment Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of' these things, then the 
reqilestor slioitld report that fi~iliire to the attoriiey general's Open Governnient I-lotlinc, toll 
fi-ec. at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint witii the district or county 
attorney. M. 3 552.3215(~) .  

If this rliling requires or per~riits the governme~ital body to ~viiiiliold all ot- sonie of tlie 
I-equested information, tlie requestor call appeal that decision by suing the goverrumental 
body. /ti. 552.32 1 (a); Tans Dep 'I of' PuO. Sufi@ v. Gi/bi.eciiii, 842 S. W.2d 405, 4 1 1 
(Tes. Apl1.-Ailstin 1992, no writ). 

I'1e;ise I-enien~her that undci- tiic i\ct tlrc i-elcase of i i~foi-ri~;~iioi~ 11-iggers certniii i>rocciliires 
hi-costs:iiiii cir:irgcs to tiic re~~iicstor.  Ii'i-ecoi-(is ; ~ i c  ~~clciiscii i i i  coiiii)iiaiicr \ \ i t i t  this I-i~ling, 
i)c siii.e 111:it ; i l l  c l r ;~ rgc~  ibl ilic iiik)riii;~tioi~ are :it or  belo\v tile legal ;iiiioiiiits. Qiiestioiis 01- 

co~npiaiiits aboiit o\:er.-ciinrgiiig iiii~st bc iii~.ected to I-1:idassah Scliloss at the OSfiiicc of'tlie 
.Atioriicy General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If tire goveriimental body, the requestor, or any other pcrsoir has qi~estions or coniments 
:thoiit tliis ruling, they may coiit:lct our office. \Ve note illat a tiiird   arty may clrallcrige lliis 
riiliiig by tiling x i i t  seeki~ig to \vitiilloid infor-mati011 fi-om a I-eq!icstor. Gov't Code 
3 552 .325 .  A l t i r o ~ ~ g l ~  tiicl-e is no st;itiiioi.y clc:rilliiic ror coiiiacting its. tlre attoriicy gciieral 
~ I K ~ C I - s  to receive ally conniieiits \ \ . i t l i i i i  10 cairiitlar d o q  oi'tlic tl;!ic oi'tiiis I-iiliiig. 


