
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. Lilliai~ Guilleii Graham 
Assistaiit City At ton~cy  
Mcsqiiite Texas 
I I . 0  Box 850 i 37 
Mesq~iite, Texas 75 185-01 37 

Deal- Ms. G~.cil~am: 

Yoii ask\\:l~etlier certain iiifoi-m;itiol~ is subject to required ljublic disclosiirc tinder tlic I'iiblic 
li~i'osiiiatio~i Act (tlic "Act"). chapter 552 of tlic Govcsiiiiieiii Cotic. Yoiis I-eqiizs! \\;is 
assisiied ID:; 164919. 

7111: Mesqiiitc Police Dcpai-iiiieiit ([he "dcp:ii-riiiciit") seceivcii :i scc1iii";t Sos a coinpli'te copy 
oi'a s~eci f ie t i  ai-i-csi sc])oi-t. Yoii si;iic tli:ir tliz ile~);ii-liiieiit Ii:is scle:iicil ixisic iiiihriiiatioii to 
tlic reqiiestos.' Yoii cl:iiiii rliat the silI)iiiit~cii iiiibriiiati~ii i~ e.xccptz~I 1i.oili d i~~ los i i i - c  iiildci- 
scctioi~s 552.101, 552.103, 552.108, 552.130, aild 552.147 of tile C;ovci-iiiiieiit Code. Mrc 
have coiisidcred tile excrptioiis yoii claiii~ aiid reviewed tlic s~ibii~it tcd iiifoi-maiioi~. 

Section 552.108(a) oftlic Govciiiiticiit Code excepts ii.onr disclosiire "[i]iiibi-iiiatioii lieltl by 
a ln\v C I ~ ~ I I - ~ C I I ~ L ' I ~ I  iigc~iey or J J I ~ O S C C L I I O I ~  illat iie;ils ivitl~ t l ~  tletcctioi,. iiivcsliyatioii, oi- 
~xoseciitioii ofci-iiiic. . . i t  ( I )  selcasc oftlic iiift~riii:~iioii \voiiltl iiitcsl'ei-c \villi tlic iicicciioii. 
iii\estig:itioi?. o i  j ~ s ~ ~ ~ c i i t i o i ?  ~ i '  ci.iiiie." Gov't Code $ 552.10S(:i)(l). (~ci~cfirll!~. :I 

~ovcsiiincnt;il body claiiniiig scclioii 552.10S iiii~st scasoiiahly cp ln i i i  Iio~v :iiiti why tliz 
rciease of  tlie rcijiiestcd intbsiiiario~i \voiilil iiitci-i'ci-c \viili Iaiv eiili~scciiiciit. .Ccc ill. 

$8 552.108(a)(l), (b)(i), ,301 (e)( ])(A); .ye<, i r / s o  Ey piii.ii. /'i.iiitr, 55 I S.\\'.2d 706 
(Tcx. 1977). You state that the s~ibiiiitted iiifoi-iii;~tioii I-elates to pciidii~g csiiiiiiiai 
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prosecutioils. Based oil youi- represeiitatioiis, \se co~icliide tlikit tlie release of'tlic siibniitted 
iiiforiiiation would interfere \\.it11 tlie dctectioi~. investiptioi?. or prosecutioi~ of criiiic. See 
i-(o!i.sio~i C l ~ i ~ ~ i i i e l e  Plihl 'g Co. i,. C i t ~ .  q/  Hortstoii, 53 I S.\V.2d 177 (Tcx. Civ. 
.4pp.-----Houston [14t11 Dist.] 1975). ii~i.i/i.e/"i/ii.r.e. pei.c~r/.iiiiii, 536 S.\\'.2d 559 (Tc-i. 1976) 
ico~irt deliiieates l a x  cnforceiiient intcrcsts that ai-c present in active cases). Tiitis. \vitlr the 
esce j~ t io~ i  of basic iiifoi-1iiatio11, \\iiicli yo11 state 1x1s been releilsed, tlie depai-tiiieiit inay 
ivitlilioid tire siibmitted infhriiiatioii i i~ido- section 552.108ia)i I )  oftlie Governinent Codc.' 

Tliis letter riiiiiig is limited to the particirlnr records at issiie iii tliis rcqilest and lin~ited to the 
facts as preseiited to  is; therefore, tliis riiling iirust not be relied Lipon as a pi-evious 
determination regarding any other records or any other circiinistaiices. 

This ruling triggel-s iniportaiit deadlilies regardiiig tile riglits a n d  responsibilities of tile 
go\~ernrnental body aiid of the  reiluestor. 1:or esaii~ple. goveri~meiital bodies are proliibited 
Sroiii asking tlie aitoi-iicy gcncl-a1 to rccoi~sider this riiling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(1). lftlie 
:ovcrn~~icntai bocly wants to cliailenge iliis I - i i l i i i ~ .  the govei-iiiiie~itai body i i ~ i ~ s t  appeal by 
filing suit in Travis Coi~rity witliiii 30 calendar days. Id. 552.324(b). In  order to get tlie 
I'iill benefit ofsuch a n  appeal, the gosci-iiine~rtal body i i~ust  tile siiit witlrin 10 calendar days. 
Ici. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the govcriiiiic~rtal body does not ;ipj>eal this rirlii~g Z I I ? ~  tile 
go\'eriimental body does not comply writ11 i t ,  then both tlie requestor and the attoriicy ge~ici-al 
Iiave the rigllt to file suit against tlie govcl-nmental body to e~ifoi-ce this riiling. I(/. 
$ 552.321(a). 

I f '  this ruliiig reqiiii-es tile govti-ilnieiitiii bi~tiy to release ail or part o f  tlie I-ciliiesied 
ii~foriii:~tioii, tlie go\*erirnieiitaI body is resjioiisible ibr taking tlie iiest step. Based on the 
st;itiite, tlic aitoi'r1ey general especis l l i ;~ i .  iijloii I-cceiviilg this ruliiig. the govci-niiicnlnl body 
\ \ , i l l  citlici- release tile public records pi-oiiiptiy 11ursuani to section 552.221(;1) of' the 
Go\rer~iment Codc or tile a la\vsiiit challei~ging this riiling piirsiiaiit to section 552.323 ofthe 
Government Code. If tlic goveriiiiieiital body fails to do oiie of t i m e  thiiigs, ilieii tlie 
reqiiestor shoiild report that failtire to tlic attoriiey general's Open Goveriimeilt I-Iotliiic; toll 
frcc, a[ (877) 673-6839. TIicreq~icstor nray also file a con1pl;iiiit witli tlic district oi- cou~ity 
attoriiey. Id. 5 552.32 1 5(c). 

I f  tliis ~-~i l in$ rcqiiires or pcriiiits tiic go\,ci-iiiiie~itnl body to \vitliIiold ail or soiirc of !lie 
rcqiicsted infoi-iliation, llic I-ccj~iestoi- caii up1)cal tli;it dccisioii by siiiiig tlic go\~ci-niiie~it:iI 
body. /(/. 3 552.321(a); Terci.s i icp ' i  o/'i2iib. Scfi@ 1.. Gi/i,i.i,iitJi, 842 S.\V.?d 308, 41 1 
(Tes .  App.---Ailstin 1992, 110 \\.I-it). 
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Please remember that under the Act the release of informatiotl triggers certain procediires 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this riiliilg, 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Q~testions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Orfice of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If tile go~~ernmeiital body, tlie reqLicstor. or any otlier persol? Iias qiiestioi~s or co~rri~rciits 
about this ruiit~g. they may cotitact out- office. Altlio~~gli there is 110 statlitoi-y ticadliiie fol- 
contactiiig LLS, the attorney genet-al prefers to receive any coniments \vitl?it? ! 0 caieiitial- d;~ys 
of tlie date of this riiling. 

Sincerely, 

J a ~ m e  L. Flores 
Assistal~t Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Eiic. Submitted docuiilents 

c: Mr. James Wynil 
342 West Hobsoir 
Dallas, Texas 75251 
(\\I0 e11~ lo~~ l l - e~ )  


