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December 6, 2006 

Ms. Pamela Smith 
Assistant General Counsel 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, Texas 78773-0001 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to requiredpublic disclosure under the Public 
Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigiled ID# 266270. 

The Texas Department o f  Public Safety (the "department") received a request for a list of 
individuals in a particular county who are required to file a particular form evidencing their 
compliance with the provisioris o f  the Safety Responsibility Act. You claim that the 
requested infomlation is excepted from disclosure under section 521.051 of the 
Transportation Code. We have considered your arguments and revielved the s~tbmitted 
1-cpresentativc sample o f  information.' 

Section 521.051 of the Transportation Code provides that the depart~nent "niay not disclose 
class-type listings from the basic driver's license file to any persoil" except in certain 
situations as set out in section 521.049(c) of the Transportation Code. In Open Records 
Dccisiori No. 6 I8 ( 1  993), this office determined that tlie p i ~ ~ p o s c  ol'thc statutory predecessor 
to section 521.05 1 "appears to bc to relieve tlie department of the administrative burden of 
compiling a list based prilllariiy oil location and existence oftraffic convictio~~s,  i.e., a class 

I \lreassume!hnt !he i'r~pre~ciltati\-i. saiiip1e"of records silbtiiitted to this ofticc is truly representalive 
of 1/12 reqiiested records as a wl~oie. See Opeti Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988). 497 (1988). This open 
I-ccords letter does not reacii. and tlieretbrc docs not ai~tlioiiz' Ilie withlioldiiig o t  niiy oilier reqiiested records 
to tile extent that those records cotitaiti silbsta~itially difrerctit types oiitiibrti~rition tlian that  sitbniittcd to tiiis 
office. 
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type list, when the requestor does not have individual driver's license numbers or names."' 
Id at 3. We agreed that tlie provision litnits access when the requestor seeks license listings 
by specific type, such as "a list of licensees who have traffic convictions on file, or a list o f  
those who might be subject to administrative hearings to srrspetrd their license." Id. 

You state that the information available to the depa~tment that would be responsi~e to the 
instant request would coiisist of a list of persons who lived within a specific county and had 
"safety responsibility" siispensions on their licenses. Y o ~ i  assert that "[sluch a list is, 
necessarily, a list of certain driver['s] license holders." You argue that such a list coiistitutes 
a class-type listing that the department may not provide to the requestor under 
sectioti 521.051 of the  rans sport at ion Code. Having considered your arguments and 
reviewed the subiiiitted information, we agree that sectioli 521.051 is applicable to the 
information at issue. We note that under section 521.019(c), tlie department iiiay make 
class-type listings available "to an official of the United States, the state, or a political 
subdivision of this state for governmental purposes only." You state that section 521.049 
is not applicable in this instance. We therefore conclude that, pursuant to section 52 1.051 
oftlie Transportation Code, the department tilay not provide the requested informati011 to the 
requestor. See Open Iiecords Decision No. 6 18 at 4 (1 993). 

This letter ruling is limited to tlie particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling t~iust not be relied upon as a previous 
deterinillation regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This r~rling triggers i~liportant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governme~ital body and of tlie requestor. For example, govemmeiltal bodies are prohibited 
fi-om asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(0. If the 
governmental body wants to clialleiige tliis ruling, the governmetital body must appeal by 
filing stlit in Travis Coiitity ~vithin 30 calendar days. Iti. $ 552.324(b). In  order to get the 
full benefit ofsuch an appeal, the go\wnrne~~taI  body nlust file s~t i t  within 10 calendar drtys. 
id. 6 552.353(b)(3). (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both (lie I-equestor and the attorney 
gcnei-a1 lrave tlic right to file stlit against tlic govei-iimcntal hody to enforce this rulitig. 
Ici. $ 552.321(a). 

If this riding requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the govertimetital body is responsible for taking the ticxt step. Based on the 
st;rtutc, the attorney gerrcrnl expects that, upon recei!,i~rg rlris i-uli~lg, tile governii~eiital hody 
\vill either rclease the p~lblic irecol-ds promptly p ~ ~ r s u a ~ i t  to seetioil 552.221(a) of the 
Goveriinlclit Codc or lile a la\vsiiit cli:~llenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.371 ofi!ie 

'N'c noted ii i  Opcri flccoi-ds Decisioi, No. 618 (19'93) tliat \vhile tlic statute i-cstricts acccss to class 
listii~gs, i t  does not iiiake tlie iilt'orniatiori coiifidciiti;sI hy  law iiiliici- sectioi~ 5 5 2 ,  I O l  of the Gorci-iiiiiciit Codc. 
S L , ~  id. at 3 11.3. 
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Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county 
attomey. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ~uling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.32 1(a); Texas Dep 'I of Pub. SnSftj, v. Gilbrentil, 842 S.PV.2d 408, 4 1 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this niling, 
be sure that all charges for the infornlation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the gover~irnental body, the requestor, or any other person has q~restions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attomey general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this niling. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren E. Kleine 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 262270 

Enc. Submitted documents 

C:  Mr. Roy Trevilio 
15603 Kriykendal~l Road, it323 
Ilo~iston, Texas 77090 
(\vlo enclos~~rcs) 


