
December 22,2006 

Ms. Julie Joe 
Assistant County Atttol-ney 
Travis County 
P.O. Box 1748 
Austin, Texas 78701 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

Dear Ms. Joe: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 oftbe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 267593. 

The Travis County Sheriffs Office (the "sherifr') received a request for all infoimation 
related to a particular incident. You state that you have released basic "front page" offense 
report information.' You claim that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure 
under section 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception yon 
claim and reviewed the submitted inforn~ation. 

Yo11 inh im us that the requested information was the subject of a previous request for 
infol~iiation, in response to which this office issued Open Records Letter No. 2006-1 101 7 
(2006). That ruling stated that, with the exception of basic information, the sheriff nmay 
withhold the subinitted infonilation i~ndcr section 552.108(a)(2). Yoii represent that the law, 
facts, and circumstances on which the prior rulii~g \xras based liave not changed. Thus, the 
sheriff may continue to withhold this information in accordance with Open Records Letter 
No. 2006-1 1017. See Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as law, ficts, and 

'We assume that the "front page" inibrrnatioil yo11 have released is the basic infornlatioii referred to 
ilnder section 552.10X(c) of tlic Government Code. (ioy'i Code 5 552.108(c) (requiriilg thc releasc orbasic 
inhrmatioil about an asrested person, and arrest, or a crinrc): e c  n1.w Open Records Decisioil KO. 127 (1 076) 
(siimniarizing types of info:.iilarion considered to bc basic inforiiiation). 
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circumstances on which prior ruling was based have not changed, first type of previous 
determination exists where requested information is precisely same information as was 
addressed in prior attorney general ruling, rnlilig is addressed to same governmental body, 
and ruling concludes that information is or is not excepted from disclosure). 

This letter ruling is limited to the partic~iiar records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, govenrmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code s 552.301(0. If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 cale~rdar days. Icl. $552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmeiital body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Ill. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id. 5 552.321(a). 

If this ruli~rg requires tile governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking thc next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the govenrmental body 
\i~ill either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this n~l ing  pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Governnielit Code. If the governmental body ljils to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a coniplaint with the district or county 
attorney. Id. $ 552.321 5(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the gouernniental body to xvithhold all or sonie of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that tiecision by suing thc govcrnmental 
body. 161. 5 552.321(a); Te-xcis Dep'l ofPlit2. S((lery v. Gilhreirtl~, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that uncier the Act the release of iilfoi-iiiation triggers cerlain procedures fat- 
costs and charges to thc requestor. If records are released in complialrce with this ruling, be 
sure that all chavges for the infonuation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
coinplaints about over-clrargi~rg miist bc directed to iladassali Sclrloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmciital body, the requesto!, or ally other person has questions 01 comments 
about t h ~ s  rulmg, they may cont~~ct our office Altliough thcre is no statutory deacillnc for 
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If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

2\dfide Justin D. Gordon 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 267593 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Diane McGec 
8617 Spicewood Springs Road, Apartment 263 
Austin, Texas 78759 
(W/O encIosures) 


