
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
--- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

December 28,2006 

Ms. S. McClellan 
Assistant City Attorney 
Criminal Law and Police Section 
City of Dallas 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 75215 

Dear Ms. McClellan: 

You ask whether certain inforination is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 27 1946. 

The Dallas Police Depaiinient (the "department") received a request for information 
pe~iaining to a specified case. You clai~ii tliat some ofthe requested infomiation is excepted 
from disclosure under sect io~~s 552,108,552.130, and 552.147 ofthe Government Code. We 
have considered the exceptions you claini and reviewed the submitted representative sample 
of infonnation.' 

Section 552.108(a)(l) excepts fro111 disclost~re "[i]nfonnatio~l held by a law enforcement 
agency or prosecutor that deals with tlic detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime [ig 
release of the information would interfere with the detection, investigation, or prosecution - 
ofcrime." A governnieiital body claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain howartd 
\vhy the release of the requested informatioil \vould interfere with law enforcement. See 
 GO;'^ Code $ 5  552.108(;)(1), (b)(l), 552,30i(e)(l)(A); see crlso E.x parte t'ruitt, 551 
S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). Y ~ L I  state tliat the submitted information relates to a pending 
criminal investigation. Based on this representatioii, we conclude that the release of this 
information would interfei-e with the detection, investigation, or prosecutiorl of crime. See 
Hollston C//t.otzic!c Pilh! Co. v. Cit?, qj '  Ilfotiston, 53 1 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. 
App.-Houston [14tIi Dist.] 1975), ic:i.it r v fd  il.r.c., 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tcx. 1976) (court 

'\\'e assliniz tlizi the '~rcprcsciitative saniplc" i>?rccordi siihlnitted to this oftice is ti-ti!? rci~resciitative 
of tile reqiiested records as a wiiole. See Open Records Dccision K O .  199 (1988). -107 (19x8). This open 
records letter does not reach, arid tliercfore does !not aiiiiiorize [lie \vit!iiiolding o t  any other ieqiiested records 
to tile extent that tiiose records contaiii siibstat~tially different types of inforn~arion than tliat siihiiiitied to this 
oftice. 
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delineates law enforcement interests that are present in active cases). Thus, we agree that 
the department may withhold the information you have marked under section 552.1 08(a)(1).2 

You assert that some ofthe remaining information is excepted under section 552.130 of the 
Governrnerlt Code, which provides that information relating to a motor vehicle operator's 
license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by a Texas agency is 
excepted from public release. Gov't Code 9 552. i30(a)(l); (2). We note that section 552.130 
docs not encompass motor vehicle record information of other states. The department must 
withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information we have marked in the remaining 
documents under section 552.130. 

You assert that some of the remaining information is excepted under section 552.147 of the 
Government Code, which provides that "[tlhe social security number of a living person is 
excepted from" reqtiired public disclosure under the Act. The department must withhold the 
social security numbers you have marked under section 552,147.' 

To conclude, the department may withhold the information marked under section 552.108. 
The department must n~ithhold the remaining information that we have marked under 
section 552.130 and that you have marked under section 552.147. The department must 
release the remaining infornlation. 

This letter ruling is limited to the partic~rlar records at iss~ie in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding tlie rights and responsibilities of the 
govenimental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
from :asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challcngc this ruling: the governiliental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the 
f111l benefit of such an appeal, the gouemineiital body rrlust file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Iti. $ 552.353(b)(3): (c). If the governn~crital body does not appeal this ruling and the 
goverrrmenlal body does not comply with i t ,  then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the right to tile s~iit  against tlie governn~cntal body to enforce this ruling. Id. 
5 552.321(a). 

If this riding requires the goverrin~ental body to release ail or part of the requested 
information. the govemmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 

'AS we are able to rcsoise tiiis iiiider scctioii 552.108. we do not address yoiii- ottics ai-giiiiient for 
exccption of rllis i;ifo;-iil' t '  iori. 

3 \Vc note that scctioii 552147(b) of tiic Governineni Code aiitliorizes a goveniiiiciital body to redact 
a living pessoii's social secusityi~~irnberfioni piiblic sclease witiioi~i the iiecessity ofreqi~estinga decision from 
this office uiides the Act. 
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statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county 
attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 5 552.32 [(a); Tesus Dep "t oj'I-~[h. So& v. Gilhreatlz, 842 S.w.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please renle~nber that under the Act the release of information triggers certaii~ procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, 
be sure that ail charges for the infor~nation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they rnay contact our office. We note that a third party may challenge this 
ruling by filing suit seeking to withhold infornlation from a requestor. Gov't Code 
9 552.325. Although there is no statutory deadline for contacting us, the attorney general 
prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Open Records Division 

c Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Greg Douglas 
Scotlie, Allen R: Associates 
44 14 North Central 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
( d o  enclos~~res) 


