
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
-~ 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. Aiiii Greeiiberg 
Coiiiisel Soi- Lake Travis ISD 
Ll'alsli, Andersoii. Bro\vn, Schiilze & .+\Icfi-idge, I'.C 
I'.O. Box 2156 
Austin, Texas 78768 

Dear Ms. Greeiiherg: 

You askvvhethei-certain inforiiiation is sul\jcct to reqiiircd jxrblic ~ ~ S C I O S L I I - e  ~riidcr the Ptiblic 
InSorniation Act (the "Act"), ciiaptei- 552 o f t h e  Go~~crnnicri t  Code. Yoiir rcqtiest was 
assigned ID? 265228. 

The Lake Travis l~~depe i tde~ i t  School Disli-ict (tile "district"), ~vhicll yoci repl-esent, i-ccci\.ed 
Sol-ty separate irequests Sol- iiibi-niaiioii ii-on1 tlic szitiic I-eij~icstoi.. Tlic ~ C ~ L I ~ S I O I ~ S C ~ ~ ~ S .  i i ?  jxii-t, 
iilli>riiiiitioii pestailiiiig io the siipei-iniciidci~t's ;ipprovetl list oi'qci:iliiicci siibstiiiitc tcaciiess 
;ivni!;rbIe l'oi- tile 2005-2000 ai~il 2000-2007 scliool yciirs, t loc~i~~ic t i t s  r-r~;iiiIii?g ;illy iiiiiversal 
tliiioiiiit sales I-eceived by tire disti-ict. dociiiiiciiis subiiiittcd b\. ihe rlistr-ict io tlic f:cdzi-nl 
C:omi~iuiiicatioi?s Coiiimissioii i-cgartiiiig iiiicriiet safety iiieasi~rcs, I-ccol-cis pci-t;!ining lo tile 
i>rofessionai qiialificatioirs oi'the classrooi~i icacliers nnd pi-okssionals expected lo 111-ovide 

. . 
sei-vices to the seq~iestor's son diiriiig \lie 2006-2007 school ycar-, and ri.cosds pesiaii~iiig to 
the LISC of pesticides at a speciiic elcmeiitasy scl~ool. '  Yoii state that the district docs not 
~i?aiiitain iirfosmation respoiisive to Ibiirtecii of tlie reqiicsis.' Y ~ L I  also state illat tlrc district 
has released iiiSorii~atioii ~-esl>onsive to tweirty-tlii-ce oStlic I-ccjiiests. Y ~ L I  cor~tenii that tile 
rciiiuiiidci- of  tlic rcijiicsictl iiiibsin;itioii is csccptctl li-oili ciisclosirr-c i111dcr 

ror i - .  ; c,.. L I L I I C C ,  YOLI liavc iiii~iil~ci-cd tlic ~rqtiests TOI- 11 1iicI1 yoti arc ~cckiiig a i-iiliiiy ! SS9. 1890, 1893. 

1S04, 1901, 1902. and 1'103. 

.. -rile Act does !not rcqiiise agovc~~~i~ncil tai  body to relcnsc iilfor~iiatioii t l i ;~ ;  did iioi caisi \viieii a icqiiesc 
hi- illhi-iii:itioii was received or to ~,i-c;~:ii-c ni'ir inibriii;rtion ii i  response to a i-cijiiest. .See Croii. O~i:~ii,?iini/ic.i 

I .  I .  . I l i i i ioii!ri i i ie. 562 S.\\'.?d 20(1. 267-68 (Tex  Cir. !\p!'.-~-Sm -2r:roiiio 1975, iir11 iiisiii'i!): 01x11 
l l~ .cord  !li.cihion Xus. (105 at 7 ( I'i'iZ). -452 ;I! 3 ( I  ' iSh).  .30? :I! 2 ( I 'iS.3). 
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sections 552,102,552,136, and 552.137 oftlic Government Code. We Iia\,e considered your 
at-giimei~ts and revie\ved the submitted infor-niation. 

Sectio~i 552.102(b) of the Govcrnilieiit Cutie excepts fi-oii: disclosiire "a transcript ii-om ail 
itistitlition of higher educatioii i~iaintaiiied in the persoiincl file o f a  professional public 
school employee." Gov't Code $ 552.102(b). This sectioii fill-tl~er pi-ovides, however, that 
"tlie degree obtained or the curric~ilurn ori a tiaiiscript in tlie pcrsoi?iiel file o f the  en~ployee" 
are not excepted from discios~ire. [ti. Thiis, except forthe inforntation tiiai reveals the degree 
obtaiiicd and the courses taken, the district tilitst ~vitliliold tlie subinitted traiisci-ipts ~iiider 
sectioil 552.102(bj. 

Next, we address your argiinicnts uiider scctiott 552. I36 o f  the Gotei-iinieiit Cotlc, \vliicli 
provides as ibllows: 

(a) In this section, "access device" means a card, plate, code, accouiit 
number, personal ideiitification ilumber, electronic serial niiiliber, iuobile 
ideiltificatioii nnii~ber, or otlier telecommiinications service, equipment, or 
instriiment identifier or means of accoiint access that aloiie or in coiijiinction 
with another access device may be used to: 

( I )  obtain money, gootls, services, or anotllcr tiiiiig oofval~ie; 01 

(2) initiate a ti-ai~sfer of fiintis otlther- than a ti-ai~sfcr oi-igii~:ited solei\ 
by paper iilstruil?ent. 

(b) Not~vitlistanding any other provisioil of  this chapter, a ci-edit card, debit 
card. cliargc card, or ncccss devicc ilui?ibei- that is collcctcd. itssentbled, 01- 

maiiltaincd by or for a govcr i~ i~~cn t ;~ l  body is confidciltiiti. 

it/. 9 5 2 . 1 3 6 .  \Vc have revie\vcd tlie subii?ittcd documciits atid iiiarkctl tlieciccocinl licimbcrs 
\vhich i?iiist be withheld uiidci- section 552.136. \Ve fii~d. lioit.c\~ei-. liiat yoit !have not 
deiiionstrated that tile remainiiig niimbei.s yoti liave mai-Iced inay be iised to obtaii, it~oney, 
gootls, services; or another thing of ~ a l i i c ,  or initiate a tsai1sfL.r of fiiiids. Tlicrefore. lliese 
iiiiml>ers may not be \vithiield iii~dcr sectioil 552.136. 

Scctioli 552.137 of tire Govcriliiiciit Cotlc rccjiiii-cs a goveriiirieittal body to \\;itliiiold the 
c-iiiail addi-css of a meilibcr of the geiici-a1 public, iiiilcss tlic iirtli~~idiinl to \vlroili t l ~ e  c-niail 
addross heloirgs l i ; ~  al'tiriiiatively coiisciitcil to its piiblic ~ I i s c l o s ~ i ~ ~ e .  .SCYZ id $ 552. l37(b). 
Yoii do iiot inform us that a iiieiiibcr ofthc public [has affii-ii~aiivcly corisci1tctl to tlie irelease 
of;iity e-mail address coithtained iil the reii~aiiiing iiiforiii;rtioi~. Tiiei-ef'orc. tile tlisiricl niiist 
\vitliiiold the e-mail addresses you liavc iilarked iiiider section 552.137. 
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We note tliat portions of the remaining submitted infor-mation iiirry be esceptcd fro111 
disclosi~re under section 552.117 o f  the Governnient Code.' Section 552.11 7 esccpts from 
disclosure the home addresses and telephone numbers, social seciirity nuiiibers, and 
member inforniation ofcurl-ent or former officials or eniployees of a governiiieiital body ivho 
request that this information be kept confidential under section 552.024. Wlrether a 
partici~lar piece of information is protected by section 552.1 17 lii~~st be determined at tlie 
time tlie request for it is made. See Open Records Decision No. 530 at 5 (1989). Tliersforc, 
tlic district niay only witiiiiold infor~iiation itnder section 552. 1 I 7 oii behalf o f  ciic-1-eiit or  
t'orniet- eiliployees wlio niadc a rcqiiest for conlide~itiality ii~idesscciioii 552.021 prior to the 
date oil \vhicii the I-cqiiest ror tliis infoiiiiatioii \\us tilade. For iliosc eiiiployees ivlio iiniely 
elected to keep their pei.soiiaI iiiforniation co~iiidcnlial; the disil-ict miist \vitliliold the 
iiiforriiation that we have ma[-lted ilnder-section 552.1 17. The district niay not \vitliliold this 
iciforriinlion under section 552.1 I7 for those c~iiployees who did not make a timely election 
lo keep tlie information confidential. 

I n  siniiinary. escept for tlie iiifortiiation tliat reveals the degree obtained aiid thc coLirscs 
takcii, tlie district must witliiiold tile si~bmitted transcripts under section 552.102(b) of tlie 
Government Code. Tlie account iiiiiiibers we have iiiarked iiicist be \vitiiI>eld ~iiider 
sectioii 552. I36 of the Goveinnieiit Code. Tlie district incist \vitliliold tile e-ni;iil   id ti^-esses 
yoii llave niai-ked ~tndet- section 552.137 of the Govertiment Cotie. Tlie district must 
witlihold tlie info[-mation tliat we llavc marked itnder section 552.1 17of tlie Govcrnlnent 
Code provided that the employees at issue have tiiiiely elected to keep their personal 
infoi-niation confidential. The remaining information must be releascd to tlre rcqticstor. 

This letter ruling is limited to the partici~lar I-ecords at iss~ie in this rcqiicst aiid liniitcd to tile 
ihcts as presented to us: tliereforc. this ~riiliiig ~iiiist not be relied itj7oii as ii ~ I . C \ . ~ O L I S  

dctcriiiination ~regardiiig any other recoi-ds 01. aiiy other circi i i i~s~ai~ccs.  

This r ~ : l i ~ i g  triggers impoitaiit dcritlliiies ~rcgardiiig the riglits :inti rcsj)o~isibiIitics of the 
go\.erninentnl body and of the I-equestor. For esatiiple, govet-ntiientnl bodies are proiiibited 
f~roiii asking tlie atiorliey gciieral to rccoiisider this ruling. Gov't Code \" 552.301(1). If tlie 
sovei-nnieiital body wants to clialleiige this i~lliiig, the govei-iiniciital body niiist appeal by - 
iiliiig suit i i i  Travis Couiity \vitliiii 30 ca1ciida1- clays. in'. 552.321(b). I11 eider to get the 
i l ~ l l  benetit of si~cli an appeal, tile governiiieiital body must tile siiii \vitliiii 10 cale~~tlarcliiys. 
Iri. 5 552.353(b)(3),(c). II'tlic govcrniriciit;ii body tlocs no1 ;il,penI this ~r~iling iiiid the 
sovcrnmcntal body does iiot coniply \vitli i t ,  tilet? both the reqilcstol- and tlic ;ittot-ney 
gciicral Iiave tile I-iglit to tile suit agailist tlie govcrnnie~ital body to cnfoi-cc this riiliiig. 
LC/. $ 552.32 ! !a ) .  

If tliis I-itling requires the goveniiiieiit;il body to release ail oi- part of tlie reqiiested 
information. tlie goveriiiiiental body is rcsl>onsihlc for taking tlie ticst step. Uxscd on tlie 
slatiitc. tile altorncy gcncral espccts that, iipoii receiviiig this riiliiig, tlic govci~~iiiiciittil body 

'rile Office o r  tlie Attoiticy Gci;ei;il !sill i;iisc :i iii;iiidnio:-y e~cc;,iioii oil belirilf oi'ii goicriin~e~itai 
hoily, biil ordiiiar-ily will iiot inise otlici- c s ~ ~ c p ~ i o n s .  Src, Opeii l<ecoi-iis 1)cciiioii Xos. 490 ( lL)S7). -107 (1987). 
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will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a laws~tit challenging this ruling pursuant to seetioil 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of tliese things, tlieti the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. Tlie reqliestor may also file a complaint with the district 01- county 
attorney. (ti. 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or perinits the govert~iiiental body to \\~ithJiold all 01- some of the 
reqi'ested informatio~i, the I-eqi~estor can appeal that decision by siting the governniental 
body. Id. t; 552.321(a); Te.~ns Dep't o/'Pitb. Sr~Ji>ty v. Gilbrer~ih, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tes. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the I-elease of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. I f  records are released iii compliance with this ritli~ig, 
bc sure that all charges for the iiiforniaiion at-e at o r  below the l e ~ a l  zuiioitnts. Q~lestions or 
coiiiplaiiits aboiit over-cliarging must be tiiscctetl to Iiadassali Scliloss at tlie Office of'tlie 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, tile requestor, or  any other person lias qitestions or coninients 
a b o ~ ~ t  this ruling, they may contact our oi'iice. Althoi~gli there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments \vithin 10 calendar days 
o f the  date of this ri~ling. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa V. Cubriel 
Assistant Attorney General 
O D C I ~  Recorils Division 

I.;lic. Submitted documents 

C: iMr. David Lovelace 
101 Galaxy 
Austin; Texas 78734 
(,i~,'0 enclos~lres) 


