
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

'fr. Steveii D. hloi:t6 
Attoriley 
Richardsoii Police Depai-tiiiciit 
P.O. Box 83 1078 
Ricliarcisoir, Texas 75083- 1078 

Dear Mr. Monte: 

Yoii aslc \vl:cther certain iliforniatioii is siil~ject to requii-ed public disclos~~re  iiiider tlic 
l'iiblic liifol-mntioii Aci (tlic "Act"). c1inpti.s 552 of the G O \ ' ~ ~ I I I I I C I ~ I  Codc. Y O L I ~  reiqiie~t was 
assigiied ID# 2650-34. 

The liiclinrdsoii Police Depai-tine~it (the "ticpartmeiit") received a i-eq~iest for ii~foi-ni?itioii 
pel-taiiiiiig to service riiinibci- 05-013074. Yoii claim that thc req~iested iiiformaiion is 
excepted kom disclosiire rindel- sectioii 552.103 of tlie Government Code. \Ire have 
coirsidet.ed the esceptioi~ yo11 clailil :~nd I-evicwed tlie submitted illformation. 

Scctioii 552,108 of the Govci-iinieiit Code excepts froni disclosui-e "ji]i?forn~atioii Iield by ;I 

la\v e~iforceiilent agency or proscciiioi- tliat deals with the detection, investigatio~i, or 
~xosccutioii of el-iiiie. . .if I )  i-cleasc of tile iriformation \iloiild iirterfei-e with tile dctectioir, 
i~~vcstigation, or prosecutioii of' cri~ne." Gov't Code 552.108(a)(l). Geiiei-ally, a 
goveriiinciital body clai~rriiig scctioii 552.108 iiiust reasonably explain how and wliy the 
release of' (lie r-eqiicsted ii~i'oi-iiiatiu~l \\.oi,lci interfere wit11 Ia\v enforccmciit. See if!. 
$9 552.108(a)(l). (b)( l ) ,  .3Ol(e)(l)(iZ): .Tee iilso Er prii.te Pritiii, 551 S.LV.2d 706 
(Tcc. 1977). Y ~ L I  state that ilic siibinittcd iiiforniatio~i rclatcs to ;I[: ope11 aiid active criirrinnl 
invcstigatioii. l'ilcreforc, we coircl~ide iliat tlie release oftiie s~ibmitted iliforiiiatioii \voiild 
interfere witli tile detection, i~ivestigatioii, os prosecution oi'ci-ime. See floitsioii C/ii.oilicie 
i'til~! 'g Co. i , .  Ci/~~(~f'Hoii.s/ciii. 53 I S.Mr.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.--1 lo~ is lo~ i  [I4111 Disi. ] 1975. 
lit . ; /  i~c('i!ii.i..e., 530 S.\lJ.?ti 559 (Tes. 1070) (per ciiriaiii) (coiii-t ticliiieatcs la\\ eiiiorceinciit 
iiiici-ests tliat arc pi-csciit i n  i ic : i~c  ct~scs). 

llo\vevei-. sectioii 552.108 docs not ciccpi ii-oiii disclosiii-c h;isic ii?fbriii:itioii ;rhoiit iin 

:isscstcd pwssoii. ail arscst. or n ci-iiiie. Ciuv't Cotie 5 552.108(c): iioii.sioii ('/ii.oiiic~/c~, 53 1 
S.\\'.2ii at 135: Ope11 Ilecoi-tls liecisioii Yo. 127 (1976). 'l'liiis. yoii nitis1 release tile iypcs 
of'iiifbi-maiioi~ [hat are coiisitiei-ed to be l i . ~ i ~ t  j ~ i g ~  offe~isc i-ej>oit iiifoiiii;itioii, e\cii il'tliis 
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infoi-ination is not actually located on tlie fi-oirt page of the oi'feiise report. Although 
section 552.10S(,a)(l) authorizes you to \vitlrlrold tire remainiirg iiiformatioii fi-oiir disclosiii-e. 
you may choose to release all or pat-t of tlie information at issue that is iiot otiicl-\vise 
confidential by law.' See Gov't Code $ 552.007. 

This letter riilirig is liiirited to tlie particiilar records at issue in this reqiiest and liiiiited to the 
fircis as prcseirted to us; tl~erefore, ilris ruliiig nrLlst not bc relied upon as a previous 
determinatioii regardi~rg any otlier records or any otlier- circiiiiistaiices. 

This ruling ti-iggers inrportailt deadlines regarcling the rights airti responsibilities of  tile 
gover-nriiental body and of  the requestor. For esainple, gove~~nmciital bodies are pi-ohibited 
froiii asking the attorney general to reconsider this riiliiig. Ciov't Code $ 552.301(t). i f  tire 
govcr-irine~ital body warits to clialleiige t!iis riiling, the go\.err~mei~tal body miist aj>lxaI by 
filiiiy siiit in Travis Couiity within 30  caleirdar days. Ill. $ 552.324(b). In  ordei- to get the 
full beirefit ofsuch a11 appeal, tlie govc~nmcntai body rrrList file sriit \\,ithiti I0 cnleiidar days. 
I .  552.353(b)(3), (c). I f  tlie govern~rrciital body does not appeal tliis ruling and the 
governmental body does not co~irply witli it ,  then both the reqiicsto~- and the attorney general 
have tlie right to file suit against the govcrniircntal body to ciifhrcc this r~iiiirg. Id. 
$ 552.321(a). 

If this rulirtg requires the gover~iiiieiital body to rele;ise nil 01- part of  tlic rcq~iested 
iiiforiiiation. tlie ~overniriental body is respo~isihle Sol- takiiig tile iiest step. Based oil the 
statute, the attorney geiiei-211 especis tlint. up011 rcceiviiig this I - i i l i i i ~ .  tlic govei-~iiiieiital body 
will either release the piiblic rccoi-(Is proiiiptly piirsilant to section 552.321(a) of [lie 
Govei-iiiiiciit Code or file a la\vsuit clralic~iging this ~riiliirg piirsiiciiit to sectioli 552.324 of tire 
Go\.ci-~ii i~er~t  Code. If rlie go\~ei-i~~iieiital body filils to do oiie of  tliesc things, then tlie 
I-eqiicstor slro~iid repol-t tlint fai1iii.c to tlrc ntioini'y gciieral's Opcii (;overiiiiieiit l~lotline, toll 
free, at (577) 673-6839 .'lie r eq~~es to r  111iiy also lile a co~iij~!aiiii \\'it11 tile district or county 
attorney. Id. 552.321 5(e). 

If illis ruli~rg requires or pcriiiits tlic govei-iinient;il body to \viililiold all or soiiie of tlic 
recli~csted iiiforiiiatioii, the reqiiestor c;in :ippcal tliat decisioii by siriilg tlic go~er-r~i?~cii tal  
hotly. /ti. $ 552.321(2); Te.~ci.s l1el)'t ~ / ' / ' i i h .  S(c/bij' 1,. (~ilhi~etiilr, 842 S.W.2tl 408. 41 1 
(Tes. Ai?l>.-Austin 1992, no {vi-it). 

I \Vc nole tliat soiiie oftlie basic iiii'oriii;itioii heiiig r e l ~ i i ~ ~ t l  is c ~ i i l i c i ~ i i t i a l  a i d  iiot siitojcct to rcle:isc 
to i i~c  gciici-:rl piiblic. iloiv..ever. the ieil~iestoi iii tliis iiistaiici. lias e spcci:ii risiit of;icccss to tile iiii;iriiintioii. 

( ;uv ' i  i 'ndc $ 552.023 (jicrsoii o r  persoil's :iiiti~ui-i/ecl icl~ri.sciiiativc 1,;:s sliel'i;!l i igl i i  o iacccss  to iccorils tIi ; i t  

iaiii;iiii ii~li:iiii:iiioi~ rcI;itiiig to tihi. pciiiiii ii!;it arc / i r o ~ e c ~ i d  ltoiii lpiib!ic ilisclii~iiic I J ?  i i i i i h  iii;c!~cIc<l [t i  jiiolcc~ 
ii!;it ~ i c r son ' s  i)iivacy iiitcscsis). Bcctiiise hiicli I I I < ~ > ~ ~ ~ ? I ~ I O I I  11i;iy lie c ~ I I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ I I ~ I ~ I I  \villi rcspeci 10 ~ I I C  gciicrzil 
)p!lbl,:c. i <  il1c <ic~>ilrll1~clll rccci\cs ~lli~>itlci- icq18iSl k1: 111,s # # ~ I ~ ) : , > l ~ l l 2 0 ~ 1  li~0111 2111 i l ! ~ l l ~ i ~ l ~ ~ : ~ l  ~ ~ I I ~ ~ s  t l l~l l l  t l l ! ~  

iecliicsior or lies :iiiiIiori~cd rcpre~ei~t;itivc, tlic ~Icliiirtiiieiii l io i i ld  iigiiiii sccIi o i i r  dec i s i~ i i .  
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Please remeiiiber that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this mling. 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amolmts. Questions or 
coniplaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attortley General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

li'tlie gor,emniental body, the requestor, 01- any other person has qi~estions or conimeiits 
a b o ~ ~ t  this r~iliilg, tliey iiiay contact oiit- ofiice. Althoiigh there is no statutory deadline hi- 

contactil~g us, the attorney general pt-ders to receive any comiiients within 10 caleiidardays 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

%f2zdl/ gLb@ 
Lisa V. C~ibriel 
Assistant Attorney General 
Ope11 Records Divisron 

Ref ID#265034 

Enc: Submitted doc~iiiients 

c: Ms. Kelly Hiatt 
I'.O. Box 83 1080 
Richardson, Texas 75082 
(wio eiiclos~ires) 


