
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. Mvlanree~i Siiigletoii 
BI-rice\vcII 6c Giriliarii, L.L.P. 
Attorriey for West l ~ l o ~ ~ s i o i i  Charier Scliool 
71 1 Loriisiaiia St[-eet, Srrite 2300 
I-Ioiistoii. Texas 77002-2770 

Dear Ms. Singleto~i: 

Yorr ask\\~hetIiercertaiii iilforriiatioii is subject to required p~iblic disclosure uiiderthe t'ublic 
lrlfoi-niation Act (tile "Act"), cliaptcr 552 oi' t l ~ c  Goveriiiriciit Cocie. Your ~requcst \\,as 
assigned 111# 265009. 

-l'lie \Vest Houston Cii~irter Scliool (tile "scliooi"): \vIiicli y o i ~  represeili, received a request 
ibr (1) "[a]iiy and all ii~foriiiatioi~ tliai ~iiiiy bc oil rccord \vitli \Vest I-lociston C11al.ier Sci~ool 
refci-enciiig [the I-cqiiestor's soti]:" (2) "[aliiy doc~iiiieiitation a i~t i  iiiforiiiatioii regal-diiig [a 
iiiiiiied tcaclicl-] uscci by \V'cst iioiistoii Cliai-ier Scliool to ciiij~loy ailti \,cril) his 
qualitic:!tioiis and cei-tilicatioiis," niid (3)  "tlic ciirreiit cliartcr ibr \trcst 1 lo~ision Charier 
Scliool on tile \\,iiI? tile Texas l'tilicatioii Agericy." Yoii staie tlic scliool lras I-elcascci so111e 
oi'ilic rciliicsietl iii:hriii;itioii niici yoii iiidicaie tlic scliool \\.ill  iretiact tlic soci;il scciii-iiy 
iiiiiiibers I'roin the rcsponsivc iiiloi-nlaiioii 1x11-siiaiit to sectioii 552. 147 of tile Govei-iiii~cnt 
C'otle. .S'cc, Gov'i Ccide 3 552.117 (riiiilioriziii~ :a go\eriiiiieiitai body to redact 3 Ii\,ii?g 
pcison's social seciil-iiy iiuiiihci- ii-oiii piihlic release \vitlioiii rlic ilcccssity of  rccjiicsiiiig 
decisioii fi-om tliis office ciiider the Act). Yoii claim tliat tlie s~ibriiitted inhi-nintioi? is 
csceptcd koiii disclosure uiidc~r scctions 552.026, 552.101, 552.102, 552.107, 532.1 11.  
552.1 17, and 552.130 of  the Govcrtiiiiciit Code and the Faniily iidiica~io~r;~I Rigllis aiid 
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pl-iv ~ i ~ y  . . Act ("FERPA"). seetior? I232g oi'title 20 o t ' t l ~ c  Unitcd Staics Code.'  \\'c liavc 
coiisidercd tile exceptions yoii claiiii atid rcvie\ved the siibiiiitttd iiii'oi-~nntioii. 

We first note that the United States Departinelit of  Edi~catioii Fanlily Policy Conil>liaiice 
Office (tlie "DOE") recently informed this ofiice that tile Family Education Rights and 
Privacy Act ("FERPA"), section 1232g oftitle 20 oftIieUiiited States Code, does not perniit 
state and local educational autlioritics to disclose to this ofiicc; \vitliout parciital consent, 
unredacted, personally identifiable infor-iiialion contnitietl in cdttcntion recortis for t l x  
Ixrposes of 0111- I-eview i n  the open rccords sitling process i~ndcr tlic Act.? C 'o i i scq~~c~i t l~ ,  
stati. and local etii~cational aiitlioi-itics t l i i ~ t  I-i.cei\c a rccjiiesi 1'01- editcation recorii.; ti-oiii n 
iiicniber of tlic piiblic iiiider thc Act iiiiist ilot stibniii cdtic:tiioii rccoi-ds to iiiis uiiici. i i i  

iini-ctlactcd Sorni, that is. in a foi-iii i n  \vliicii "perso~ially itlcntiiiabie int'oi-ni:itioiim is 
disclosed. See33 C.F.R. 6 99.3 (dctiriirig"~~ersor~ally identifiable infbrmation"). 'i'oii liave 
si~bmittcd, among other thiiigs, redacted ediication records for our revie\\,.' Accordingly, we 
will addrcss yoill- other arguiiients witii regard to the rciinctcd records atid tlic rest of the 
subn~itted i i i f~ rmat ion .~  

\\'itli regard to yo~~rcla i i i i  ilnderseciioii 552.107 oftlie Goverii~ncnt Code, the DOti also lias 
iiifor~iletl this office that a p;irent's I-iglii oi'access under FS:lil'A to i~tibrinatioii ;iboiit tile 
pasuit's cliild does not prevail oi-er;tii ed~rcationai instit~ition's I-iglit to assert iiic ntioriicy- 
client privilege.' Therefore, to tl1e extent that tlic requestoi- lins a riglit of ncccss i i ~ i t i t r  

FEIIPA to any of the itiforniatioii for vvliici~ you claini the attorney-client privilege, \vc will 
address your assertion of tlie privilege under section 552.107. 1Ve also will address your 
clainis under sectioiis 552.101, 552.102, 552.1 17, and 552.i30 of the Govci-niiient Cotle. 

I Y o u  also i-;!is[: sectioii 552,024 i i i t k u  Go\c:ii~iiei!t Coilc. Scctiun 5 52.024 pro\  i~lcs ilic ~ii;iiiine: it! 

i ~ l i i c l ~  ;111 iiiiiividii;il ii1e4 clioosc to hecp iiiiiiriii;itioii coiifidcniial for jji!r/)oscs of sec t i~ i i  552.1 17 01 tlic 
Go\ei-~iiiicii! Coiic. Accuriii~igly, acctioii 552.024 is n o t  311 cxceijtio~i to iliiclosi~:~ iiiider tlic ;let. 

'A copy of tiiis lcticr iii;iy be Soiiiiil OBI  tlic Oiticc o i  ilie t r c  c c r l s  iicbiire: 
1itl~1:~~wiviv.oag.st~t~~t~~i1s'opiiio~~cn:og.~i.oiirccs.s1i1ii1l. 

3 i\'e iiotc tlint tiiis ofiicc gonei-xi!? lias tre;iicd 'stiidciit rccoiil" i~iioriii;itioir tli;i: is piiitccteil 13) scciioi~ - - 
,?7. I I4 o!'rlie Ciovci-iiinent C'odr: 21s tlnc cqiiiv;ilei~! o f  "eilktcatioii recosi!" i ~ i i i l r i r i ; i t i o l i  tliat is priotccieit 0) 
i.'lZRi'A. Siw Gov't Code 5 552.1 I4ia): Opcii l<ccords L)ecisiui! KO. (131 ;I: 5 (10'15). As :~i11 iiti\c s~11~1111ttcil 
rediictcd reco:iis. i ie  iiecd iiot iiiidrcss s c c i i ~ i i  552. I 14. 

' l l i i  tile iiiiiirc. iitlic scliool docs ohlaiii pt~rcii t ;~l  consent to si ihnl i t  iinrcilactcif cd:icatioii rcio;iii ;tiid 
tlic soiiool seeks a riiliiig 1ioi;i tliis iifiicc oii tile p ro lx r  rcdactioii oftliosc ci1i;c;itioii rccoriis i i i  C O : ~ ! ~ ~ / I ~ I I I C ~  \\ iiti 
i i l< l 'A .  u e  ivi l l  I-iilc accordiiigly. 

5 Os(li~i;irily, l.'l7I<Pf\ ~pi~ev;liis OK: tlii iiic~>;isisIc~it provisitiri c>f.si;ifc I ; i i i ,  .?(,(, Eqt,d,/ .!!,#,~/O~.J~IL,J~/ 

(jppo~-!t~t~i!j~ C'orn,i~ 'I! v. Ct!). ~~/'0!~<1!igc,, Y>.i~., 905 l'.Si~lil~. 3s  I ,  382 (E.1). 'I-[:\. 1905): O ~ Y ~ I I  l < c c ~ r d >  ilecis~(~ii 
So.  43 1 at 3 (1985). 
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Section 552.101 of the Governmei-it Code excepts from disclosure "iiiformation coiisidered 
to be cot~fidential by law; either coiistitutionnl, statutory, or by j~itiicial decisioii." Gov't 
Code $ 552.101. Section 552. I01 encomjlasses criii-iinal history record ink>)-ination 
("CfIRI") generated by the National Crime Information Center or by tlie Texas Crinie 
I~iforinatioii Center is confidential. Section 41 1.053 of tlie Govci-limetit Cotie ticems 
cotifidcntial CHRI that the DPS maiirtaiirs. escept that thc DI'S iiiay disseniiirati: this 
infoi-inatioii as provided i i i  cliaptci- 41 1 .  siibcliapter F ot'tlic Govci-iiiiiciit Code. . ~ L ' L ,  (;i)v't 
Code $ 41 1.083. Other elltities speciiieii i l l  cliapter4 I I oi'tlii: Go\ei-iiiiieni Code arc e~ltitlcil 
to obtaiii CIlRI from DPS or anotl~cr criminal justice agciicy; lioivcvci-, tliosc eiitirics inay 
1101 release CMRI except as provided by chapter 41 I .  See gerre~clllj, i d  $ 5  4 1 1.090-4 1 1.127. 
Based on our review of the subiirittcd iiiforiiiatioii, we find that i t  docs trot cotit:iiii any 
CHRI ohtailled f1-011i the NCIC or TCIC network. Coiiseq~~ently, notic of this iiit'ormatioii 
may be \vitliheld on that basis. 

Section 552. 10 I also eiicoriipasses tlic ~lociriiie ofconiciioii-law pri;.:rc!,. Ir~k~riiiatio~r niiisi 
bc\\~itlrheltl i'roin tile ~ ~ i ~ b l i c ~ ~ i i t I i . i - s c c i i o i i  552,IOl i i i  conjiiiictioii witii coiiiiiion-\;I\\ i>ri\-:icy 
\vileti tiic iiiibriiiatioii is Iiiglrly iiitiii1;rtc or eiribni-mssiiig. siicli r l i : ~ t  its irelease \voiiltl he 
Iii~lilyol~jectioiiable toapersoiioforiiiiiarysciisibilities, andofiio Iegitiiiiatep~iblic iiitei-esr. 
Set. 1iitiri.s. Foir~itl. 1'. Tex. lridrls. Accitleirt Uti. ,  540 S.W.2d 668, 6 8 5  (Tes .  1976). 

lii A/oi.cili..s v. Elleii, 540 S.L\'.2d 519 (Tcx. App.-El i'aso 1992. \vrit denied). tile coiirt 
applieci the eonimon-la\\, riglit to privacy to an iiivestigatioii of alleged sesual liarassiiieiit. 
The iiivestigation files at issi~e iir Elleii coirtained tl?ird-party \\itiiess stateiiients. a11 :ii'fiii;i\.it 
iii \vliicli tile iiidi\,idu:il acciised of tire niiscondiict responded to tiic allegatioiis. aiiti tlic 
coric!osions oftlie boiird of iiiquii-y that coiitlucted tlie itivestigatioti. .Ccc 830 S.\'ir.?_ti at 5 2 5 .  
The court iipiield the release of tile aftitlnvit of tlie pcrsoii iiiitlci- itivestigatioii nii t l  tlie 
coiiciusionsofthe board ofiiiqiiiry, statiirgtliat thedisclosi~re ofsiicli tlociin~ents siiiliciciitly 
served tlic public's iilterest in the iiiattci-. It/. Tire court also lield tlint "tlie piiblic clocs not 
possess a legitimate iiiterest in the idciriitics of tlie indi\,idiiaI \\.itiiesscs, iior tire tietails of 
theirpersoiial statements beyond wliat is contai~ied iii  the tlociiiilents that have becii ordci-ed 
releaseil." Ici. 

Tiilis. if tlierc is ail ndcquatc siiiiiiiiar-y oi'nii irivestigatio~i of;illegeti scsc~;!l iicir-assirleiit. tiic 
iiivestigatioii S L I I I I I I ~ ; ~ ~ ~  iiiiist be 1-cleascii iiiitlci- i~llc~ir, hiii tlic idciitities of tire victiiiis ot'aiitl 
\vitiicsscs to tlic alleged scsual iiarcrssiiiciit niiist he I-edactcd. :iiiti tlicii cictailctl s!:itcii~ci~is 
11iust be \\~itliiicItl froirr tiisclos~~t-e. SLY, iiI.vo Ope11 l<ccords Decisioii Kos. 393 ( IOSi). 3-39 
( l982) .  If no adequate suiiiiiiai-y of tlic iiivestigatioii exists, tlicii :ill of tlic iirti)riii:itioii 

, re1;ititig to t!~e i~i\~estig;itio~i iiiitsl oi~iI~ii:~i-ily be rcle:ised. e.xcc~>t for ii~t'Or~ii:iti(>~i t l i ; ~ t  \voiilci 
idciitil'y tile victims aiid ivitricssrs. l l i  citlicr case, tile idciitity oi'tlic iiidivid~ial ;icciisctI of 
sexiial liar-assnieiit is iiot protcctcci t'i-0111 plihiic iiisclosiii-c. Coiiiiiioii-la\\ priv;icy i l o c  not 
protect iiiibi-matioii about n piibiic ciiiployce's allegeti tiiisconduct oil ilic job 01- coiiiploiiits 
inade about ;i pi~blic employee's job 1x1-ihri~iaiicc. S w  Ope11 Kccorili Decisioir Sos .  438 
! 1986); 405 i 1983), 230 (1979). 2 1') ( 1  978). 
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You inform us that the i~ifortnation submitted as Exhibit C relates to an ilivestigation of 
alleged sexual harassnient. Yo11 state that Exhibit C inclildes notes taken by the school 
principal during intervie\vs ofstude~its in the course ofthe i~~\ ,es t ig t ion .  \L1e iii~derstniid yoti 
to claim, based 011 Elieii, that tile irotes are coiiiidential i ~ i  their eiitiiety iiiider 
sectio~i 552.101 and coi?inioi1-1a\v priviry. We note, lro\vcver. that tlic infol-niation i i i  

qi~estioii does riot coiitaiii a11 adeqiintc stiiiimary ofthe iiivestigation. Coi~seqtiently. oiily the 
ideiitities of tlie victiiri and witiiesses i i i  tlic invcstigatioi~ are pi-otected by coii~iiion-la\\* 
privacy under Elleii. YOU i~ifor~i i  US that ~ O L I  have redacted that iiiforliiation f1.o111 [lie 
submitted docutiients, pursuant to FERPA. YVLI also state that yoii have withheld, on rliis 
same basis, hand-written statements of students that relate to the investigation. Thei-efore, 
we do liot reach the issue ofwhether the inibi-mation that yoii have redacted iindci- FERPA 
is protected by comnion-law privacy iiiider l<Iieil. The rernaiiiing iilforiiiation tli;it relates 
to the scxiial liarass~rieiit in\~estigntioii is irot protected by co~iriiioii~la\v privacy iiiider Elleii, 
:ind the scl~ool iiiay not \vitlihold any of tlic I-ellraining i~iforiiiaiion oil tliat basis iiiider 
section 552.101 of tlie Government Codc. 

You claim the submitted college transcripts in Exhibit I: are excepted from disclosiii-e under 
section 552.102(b) of the Government Code. Section 552.102(b) provides: 

a transcript from an institution of liigirer educarioii niai~~taiiied in the 
personnel tile of a professional piihlic school empioyec, except tliat this 
sectioii does 1101 exeiiipt ii-oiii tiisslosiire tile degree obtniiicd 01- tile 
c i i~ - i i~~ i / i~ i i i  oil a t~r l~scr ipt  i i i  tiic 1pci.soii1icI tile ol'tlic ei~i1,Ioyec. 

Gov't Codc $ 552.102(b). Thus, \\,it11 the exception ofiilioriiiatioii coiicerniilg tlic nailled 
teachel-'s cilrricula and degrees obtained, y o ~ l  must \vitliliold Exhibit I: piirsuant to 
section 552.102(b) of the Clover-nment Code. 

Sectioii 552.107(1) protects inforiiiation that conies \ \ r i ! l ~ i ~ i  llie altomey-clieiit privilege. 
When assei-ting tlie attorney-client privilege. a go\,er~iiiiental bod># has !lie bill-tle11 of 
providing the nccessai-y facts to iieiiioirsii-atc tlic cleiiiciits of the pri!,ilcge i i i  order to 
\\,irliliold the iiiforniatioii at issue. SL,L, Ope11 Ilecords Decisioii No .  676 at 6-7 (2002).  ITirst, 
a goverii~iieiital body iiiiist dc111onst1-ate t l i ~ i t  tile iiiibi-iii:itioil constiti~tcs oi- dociii1ients 21 

coi~imiinicatioii. Iil, at 7. Second. the co~iiiiiiiirication milst have bee11 iiiacie "for tlie piispose 
ofhcil i tat i~ig the renditioii of profcssiolial legal services" to the client govei-niiiciitr~l body. 
See ?'EX. R. EVJD. 503(b)(l). The privilege does 1101 apply \\he11 an attoi-ney or 
I-cpresentativc is ilivolved iii soiiic capacity otlier tliaii tliat of providing or f:icilitatins 
p~.oti.ssio~~al legal sei-vices to [lie clici~t govei-i>i~ie~rtal body. Sci. Iii 1.i. 5.1-trs Ftii.iiic,rs Iiis. 

I<'c/I., 900 S.\Y.2d 337,310 (Tex. App.-----Tcssi-kana 1099. orig. procecdiiig) (attoi-ncy-clieiit 
i v i l e g e  does iioi apply if ;~ttoi-iiey iictii~g i i i  capacity oil~ei- t l ~ i i i l  iiiir! 01' ~~liori iey).  
Govei-i111iciit;11 attot-iieys olicil act i n  capacities otliei- tliair that oi'professioii;li l ey1  coi~iiscl. 
siicli :IS adiiiiiiisti-atoi-s, iirvcstigators. oi- 1iia11:1~crs. Thris. [Iic ii1i.i-e kict i l i i ~ i  ti cciiiici~tciiic:itio~~ 
iiivolvcs ail attot-[icy ibr tlic govcr~iiiicilt does not dciiioiist~-ate this clcnieiit. Tliii-cl. tlic 
privilege appiics oiily to conriniiiiicatioiis bct\veeii or aiiioiig clients, clicilt rc~>reseiiiati\~es. 
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lawyers, and lawyer represeiitatives. See TEX. R. EVID. 503(b)(I)(A), (B), (C). (Dl, (E). 
Thus, a goremniental body must inform tliis office of tlie ideiitities atid capacities of the 
indi\:iduals to whoriieacli commiiiiicatioii at issite has been made. Lastly, the attor~icy-client 
privilege applies only to a eoi~fiileiiticil co~iim~iiiication, id. 503(b)(l) ,  meaning i t  \vas "not 
iiite~ided to be disclosed to tiiird persons other tliaii those to \vIiom disclosure is tilade in 
furtherance of  tlie rendition ofprofessioiial legal services to tlie client or  those reasoiiably 
necessaiy for the transmission of tlie communicatioii." Id. 503(a)(5). Li'l~ether a 
coinrn~~nication meets tliis detinition depeiids oil the iilieiiroftlie parties involved at tlic time 
the iiiformation was coiiiiiiiiiiicated. See O.shot.iie i,. Joliiisoii, 953 S.\V.2d 180. IS4 ( T e r .  
Ap~>.--Waco 1997,110 Lvrit). Moreover. beca~ise tlie clieiit inlay clcct to \vaive tile privilege 
at ail? time, a goveniiiieiital body iiiiist esplcliii that tlic coiifidciitiaiity ol'a coiiiiriiiiiicatio~i 
lias been maiiitained. Section .i52.107(1 ) 2eiiet.aliy excepts aii eiitii-e coi~imiiiiicarioii that 
is demonstrated to be protected by t l x  attot-iicy-clieiit pi-iiilegc ~iiiless otlrci-wise waived by 
the governi~iental botly. See Hltie 1'. DeSliozo, 922 S.W.2d 920. 923 (Tcx. 199b) (itsivilege 
exteiids to entire comnirinication, including facts contailled tliereii~j. 

You state that the information subriiitted as Exhibit D consist of tlie school principal's notes. 
Yo11 iiifoi-m 11s that these notes either were taken during coinmiiiiicatioi?s \vitli ail nttoi-iiey 
for tlic school or are based on legal advice coiiiniiinicated to tlie principal by tile scliool's 
nttonicy. Yori state that these coiiinitiiiic;~riom \vet-e not ii~teiitletl to bi. iiisclosed to an); third 
par-ty. Based on yoiir reprcseiitatioiis. \vc coiicludc t l~a t  tile iirlbi-iiiatioii i i i  qiicstioii 
documents confideiitial attortrey-clici~t coiiini~inications that \\.ere 11i;lde i i i  connectioii wit11 
tlie I-endition of  professional legal ser\rices to tlic scliool. We tliei-efore conclude tliat the 
school may withhold Exhibit D in its eiitirety under section 552.107(1) o f t h e  Goveriiment 
Code. 

Scctioii 552.1 17(a)(l) of tile Goveriiiiient Codc excepts ti-oiii piil>Iic tlisclos~ii-r tlic j)rcsciit 
and ihriiie~- I~oi?ie addi-csses and t e l e p l ~ o ~ ~ c  ~ i i~~ i ibess .  soeiiil eciii-iiy ~iiiiiibcss. :itid f i~i~i i iy  
iiiciiiher ii~foi-iiiatioii ofciirsciit or ihi-iiicsoi'licials orei;iployees ot'a govei-ilmeiii:iI body \vlio 
tiiiiely rcclilesl that siicii iiiibi-iiiatioii hi. lccijt coiifidciitial tiiitict- sectioii 552.023. IYIictlier 
;I pal-ticiilat- 1licce of inlhri~iatioi? is pi-otccteil by scctioii 552.1 17 iniist be dctesiiiincd at tlie 
tiine tile request for it is niade. .Tce Open Records Decisioii No. 530 at 5 ( 1989). Tlic scliool 
iiiay oiily \vitlilrold iiifoi-n~atioii riridci-scctiori 552.1 17(njiI) oil beliolEofciir-r-i.iil or- ibrii~ei- 
officials or enil>loyees \viio niade a I-eqiiest hi- confidentiality iiiider section 552.024 prior 
to tlie date on wl~icli tlie request for this infbriiiation was made. 111 this instance) yo11 psovitle 
docuiiieiitation slio\viiig tiiai tlle iiaiiied teaclici- whose persoiial i11ihsi1iation is at issue t in~ely  
electeil to lteep his pel-sonai inSol-iiiiitioii coiifidcntial tiiidci- sectioii 552023.  Accoi-diiigl);, 
i ~ c t n ~ i : ~ i i t  lo scctioii 552.1 17(a)( I ) .  tile scliool 11iiist ivitliilolil t11c jiesioiini iiiii>riii;itioii yoii 
b3vc iii;lrkc(i i i i  tile i.cniaiiiiiig sul~iiiittcii iiiioriiiatioii iiiides scctioii 552.1 lS(a)( I ) .  

Scctioii 552. I30 of tlie Govei.iinicnt Codc excepts !?on1 disclosut-c iiif\>riii;ition t l l ; ~ t  -'relates 
to . . . a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or pcriiiit isstied by an agciicy of this 
sinre [or] a nlotor \leiiiclc title or registration issiied by an ageiicy oftiris state." Gov't Code 
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5 552.130. The school 111~tst withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information you have 
marked in the remaining sitbmitted information. 

In silmrnary, the school must withhold Exhibit F under section 552.102 of tlie Govcrnnient 
Code. The school may \vitlrliold Exhibit D ~111der section 552.107(1) of the Government 
Code. The school milst withhold the information is has marked under sectioirs 552.1 17 
and 552. I30 of the Government Code in tlre reiiiaining submitted information. The rest of 
tile s~thtliitted information iii~tst he released. This ruling does not address the applicability 
of FERPA to the silbtuitted information. Should the school determitie that all 01- portioiis of 
the submitted information consists of "editcation records" that milst be withheld ui~der 
FERPA, the school must dispose ofthat information in accordance with FERPA, rather that1 
the Act. 

This letter riiling is limited to tlie particular records at issue in this request and liiiiited to tlie 
facts as presented to us: therefore. this ruling milst not be reiicci lipon as a iprevioits 
determination I-egardiiig any other rccords 01- any othel- cir-cumstaiiccs. 

This ruling triggers important deadlincs regarding the I-ights and responsibilities of the 
govet-11menta1 body and oftlle reqitcstor. For cxample, governmental bodies arc prohibited 
fro111 asking the attol-ney general to reconsider this rulitrg. Gov't Codc $ 552.301(1). Ifthe 
govertrnieiital body wants to challenge tliis ruling, the governmental body niiist appeal by 
iilitlg suit in Travis Co~tlity within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order- to get the 
fill1 benefit ofsuch an appeal, the govern~iiental hody 111ust file s~ i i t  within I0 calcndar days. 
lcl. $ 552.353(h)(3), (c). If the gnverniueirtal body does not appeal tliis ruling and the 
~overnmcntal  hody does not comply ~vi th  i t ,  then both the requestor and the attorticy general 
have tlre right to file suit against tlie governmental body to enforce this I-itling. lil. 
$ 552.32 1(a). 

If tliis ruling requires the govcrnmetrtal body to release all or  part of tlrc reqilcsted 
information, the gover~tmenlal body is responsible for taking the nest step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects t i n t ,  irpon receiving this rtiling, tire goveriiniental body 
\\,ill either release the public records proinptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Govcn~ment Codc or file a lawsuit chnllen~iirg this r~tlingllursuant to section 552.324 oSt11e 
Govcrnnient Codc. I S  tire govei-iiniciitai body F'1ils to tlo oiic oi'tliesc things. the11 the 
rc(j~iestor sho~ild rel)oii tli:it Ii1ili11.c to tlic itttoriiey genet-81's Open Govcrnniciil I-lotliirc. toll 
St-cc. at (877) 073-6830. Tlic I-cqitcstor tilay also tile a coinpinitit ~vitli the district or coittity 
attot-ney. I(/. 5 552..32 I j (e j .  

If this r~tl ing requires or permits tllc govet-ni~icr~tal body to \\;itliliold all or  sotric of tlie 
reqi~ested iiiformation, the requestor caii appeal that decision by suing the govcrnnietrtal 
body. Ici. 552.321(aj; Tc.~cls De1)'i of 'P~lh.  SciJi.!,, 1,. Gilbrc~citii: 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austitr 1992, no writ). 
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Please I-eniember that under the Act the I-elcase of information triggers cci-tain procediit-es 
for costs and charges to the rcquestor. I f  records are released in coiiipliance \\.it11 tliis riiling. 
be sure that all charges for the infortliation are at or below the legal amounts. Q~testions or 
cotiiplaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or ally other persoti has questioiis or cotii~i~etits 
about this r~tliiig, they may contact oilr ofiice. Although there is no statutory dcadiiriz for 
coiitacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any coiiiliie~its within 10 caletidar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely. 

~ a m s e ;  A. Abarca 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Enc. Submitted dociiments 

c :  Mr. Mark Koehn 
23023 Lanham 
Katy, Texas 77450 
(\\.lo enclosures) 


