
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
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G R E G  A B B O T T  

hIr. Micli:lel Pr~ineda 
Tlie PI-~iiiedri La\\ 1:iriii 
Attoriicy hi- tlie City ofP1ia1-r, Texas 
P. 0. Box 1664 
I'liai-i, Texas 78577-1 664 

Voii ask wlietlrer certain iiil'oi-matioil is subj jcct to reqiiised piihlic clisclos~ise under tlie Public 
11ifoi-iiiatioii Act (the "Act"), cliaptei- 552 of the Goveri?iiiciit Code. Your request \vas 
assigned Ill$ 265495. 

The City of I'liarr (tlie "city") and iiie I'liars Police I>epai-tiiieiit (the "departiileiit") received 
a I-eijiicsi hi- video secordings fioiii tlic city l i i i l l  n'ntes bill p;iyii~cilt dejxirtnicnt and the city 
.;ail diiriiig specified tinics ailti dates. Yoii claiin that the siihiiiitted iiiforiiintioii is excepted 
Sroiii clisclosiirc iiiiiier section 552. I08 oi'tlic tio\,ci-iiiiiciit C'otic. \\'e lia\c coiisiiici-cd tile 
c . ~ c e ~ ~ ~ i o t ~  yo11 cliiiii~ ziiicl i-c\.ic\\.cd t l ~  s~i l~i i~i t tc i l  i~il'oriiiiitioii. 

Scctioii 552, 1 OS(a)(l) oftlic (iovciiiiiieiit C'otli: excepts fi.oi?i iiisclosiirc i ' [ i j~ ik ) i~~ i~ l i t io i~  lleld 
by ;i la\\. eiifoi~cc~i~cir! agci?cy or pr-c~scciiioi- ili;it i1c;iIs ~vitli tlic tletcclioii, invcstigalion, or  
proscciitioii of crinii. . . . i i :  (1 ) release oi'tlic iiifhri~i:ition \voiilcl iiitcrkrc \vitIl tlie detection, 
iii\estig~tion, or proseciitioii oi' ci-iiiic." Gov't C:odc $ 552.10S(a)(l). Gei~ei-ally, a 
govciniiiciital body cl:linling sectioii 552.108 milst reasonably cxplaiii ho\v and \vhy tlie 
release oi' the recjiiested iiii'ol-~iiation \voiild interfere \\jitli  law enforccmciit. See itl. 

$$ 552.IOS(a)(l): .30l(e)(I)(A);,secii/.so/<.~~~~ic1~fcf'1~iiitt. 5-51 S.\i1\'.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). Yoii 
statc tiiiit tile siihiiiitictl i~ikxiiiatioii rclntes to a pciidiiig criiniii:ii iiivestig;itioii. Uascd upon 
this I-epscsciitation we coiicl~idc that tllc I-eleiisc oftlie s~ihinittctl iiik)siiiatioii \\auld iiitcri'ere 
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wit11 tlie detection, investigation. orproscccitioi? o fc r in~e .  ~r . i~f /o t l . s io~i  C/~~.o~iic/ePirl) l  'g Co. 
s. Citj~oJ'Hoicsrori, 53  1 S.LV.211 177(Tex. Cis.  App.-I-loiiston [l4tli Dist.] 1975). ~i.i.i/i.r/'d 
~i.t..r..; 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (pet-ciir-iai~i) (court dc1ine;itcs la\\. enibrccii~eiit interests 
tliat are preseiit i i i  active cases). Accordiiigly, tile city and  the t1ep;irtiiieiri may \vitltiioId the 
submitted iiiSormatioir iiiidei- seetioil 552. IOS(:i)(l ) of tllc (~ovcr i~~r ie i i t  Code. L\'e i ~ o t c  that 
yoii have the discretion to I-elease all or  p;irt of  tlic siibir~ittecl iirforiiiation that is 11ot 
otherwise confidential by law. Gov't Codc 2 552.007. 

This letter ruling is li~iiited to the particul;ir irecords at issiie ill titis rccjiiest and liiiiited to tile 
c aLts . .  as presented to cis: tiler-erase, t l~ is  rciling ~iicist iiot be I-eiied iipoii as a pi-cvioiis 

cletermiiiation regarding aiiy otlier I-ecoi-ds or ciiiy olhcr circiiii~stai~ccs. 

This riiling tl-iggers iii~poi-tniit de;iilliiics rcgartlii~g tile riglits itnd rcsj?oiisibilitic.. oi' tile 
governineiital body aiid oftiic rsijiicstoc.. I:or csaii~plc,  govcr~iiiicntiil hotlics 21-e prol~ibited 
fioin asking tlie attoi-ney geiicrai to ~ ~ c c o ~ ~ s i c l c r  tlris iiiiiilg. Go\. '[  Code 6 552.3011t). IS  tile 
govci-nmei~tal body wants to cliallcnge this I-iiliiig, [lie go\;criiiii'nt;rl body n~iist ap j>~a l  by 
filing suit in Travis County \ \ r i t l i i i ~  30  caIeiid;ir days. Id. 5 552.324(b). I n  order to get the 
fiill beiietit ofsiich ail appeal, {lie governiiiciital body must file siiit witliii~ 10 caleiidar days. 
It/. 3 552.353(b)(3), (c). II'thc go\-eriiiiicirtni body tioes iiot appc;il this i.iiliiig niid tile 
~ovei-nniei~tai  body does iiot coiiiply \ \ i t11  i t .  tlici~ botii tile I-eil~restorand tlie nitor~lcy gciieral 
1i;ivc tlic right to iilc suit irg:iiiist tlic ~ O L ~ C I - I ~ I ~ I C I I ~ ~ ~ ~  l~otiy lo ciii'orcc this riiiiiig, It/. 
3 552.321(:1). 

if this riiliiig requires tile goveriiinentai body to i-elcase all or  p;ii't of  tile rcqui'sted 
iiiformatioii, tlie goveriiinental body is rcspoiisible for t;iking tile next step. llascti oil the 
statute, tire attoriley genei-al expects tliat, iij)oii iecciviiig tliis riiling, the govei-iinieirt~il body 
\\ . i l l  cit1ie1- release the piibiic recorils proiiij~[ly p u r s u o i ~ ~  to sectioii 552.22 I(a) of tlie 
Govertiiiicirt Code or tile a la\\:si~it clt;iilcii~iiig tliis ~-ciiiiig pci~-s!i;iiit to sectioii 5.72.324 ofthe 
Go\~criiiiicnt Code. IS tile goveriiiiiei~inI hotly Ii~ils to tlo one of' t l~ese  tlliiigs. tlicii the 
I-equcstor should report tliat t:,iil~irc to tile atroi-itey geiier;iI's Opci? Govcriliiient Hotliiie. toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The I-cqiies[oi- ni;iy aim tiilc a coiiii,l:iiiri \\,ith tile tiistrict or coiiiity 
attorney. /ti. 5 552.3215(~) .  

If tliis riililig I-eqiiircs or 1x1-iiiits thc go~c~-iir i~eri t ;~I botly lo \\.itlrliolti ; i l l  or soinc of tile 
rcqucsteii infoi-iiiatioii. tlie reijiicslor caii appeal tliat decisioi~ by siiiilg tile ~o\~ci-iiniciital 
i x x i y .  iii. 8 552.321(n); 7i.ciis i)e/)'i ~(/ '/ 'II/J. ,l'tr/@ci, :,. Giihi.c~ti//i. 832 S.\\'.?ii 40s. 41 1 
(Tcs .  Ap~>,---Aiistiii lL%)2, iio \ V I - i t ) .  

1)Iciise S C I I ~ C I I I ~ C I -  tlr:it ~iiicici- tile Act tlic rcicirsc o f i ~ ~ f o i - i ~ ~ ~ r t i ( ~ t i  triggers ccr-l;iii~ pi-~ccd.ii-cs 
for costs aiid chat-ges to tlie rcqriestor, li'recui-ils ;ire released il l  coii~l?Ij;i:ice \villi lliis riiliiig. 
be siirc Illat all charges for tlic iiifor~iiatioii n1.c a1 or bclo~c' tile legal ;iii~oiiiits. Q~icstioiis oi- 
coiiipiaiiits ahout over-charging niiist be tiircctctl to Iiadassnl~ Sci~loss ;i i  t!ic Oi'iiec oftlie 
Attoriicy Gcnei-ai at (512) 475-2497. 



Mr. Michael Pruneda - Page 3 

If the go\ternniental body, the requestor, or any other person lias questions or- coii?nients 
about this ruling, they may coiltact our office. Altlio~rgli tliere is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any colnments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruliiig. 

Sincerely, 

Jaime I-. I-'lores 
Assistant Attorney General 
Ope11 liecords Division 

Ref ID!/ 265405 

Enc. Submitted doc~irneiits 

c: Mr. Ferixlndo Iiosalez 
C/O Mr. Michael Pruneda 
The Pruneda Law Firin 
Attorney for the City oSPharr, Texas 
1'. 0. Box 1664 
f'hni-r, Texas 78577-1664 
(wIo enclosi~res) 

Ms. l"i1liaiii Ryaii 
Liciitetiant Record Di\,ision 
I900 Soiitii Cagc 
I'li:irs. Tcsas 78577 
(\vieiiclos!ircs) 


