
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Mr. J. David Dodd, 111 
Attorney for the City of Allen 
1800 Lincolil Plaza 
500 Nol.th Akai-d 
Dallas. Tcsas  75201 

Dcar Mr. Dodd: 

You ask wliethercertaiil iilformatioi? is subject to required ~~~ib l icc l isc los~i re~i i ider the Public 
Infor i~~at io~i  Act (the "Act"), cliapter 552 of tlie Govei.iiiiient Code. Youi- reqiiest was 
assigned ID# 265354. 

The Allcii I'olice Depai-tineiit (tile "tlepartiiieiit"). ivhicli yoii rcpreseiit. received a reqiiest 
Sor iiil'orniatio~~ I-elating to a call lo a spcciiicti address oil a specitieii date. Y ~ L I  claiin that 
tlic siibi?iiited ii~ibrmation is excepted li.oiii disclosui-e liiidcr sectioil 552.101 of the 
C;o\~e~-ni~ieiit Cocic. We have coitsidcrctl tlic csccl~tion yo11 claiiii and 1-cviewed tile subniitted 
infori-i?atioii. 

Scctior~ 552.101 of tllc c ;ovcr~~r~?ei~l  Cotle excepts ti-oiii j~ i~bl ic  disclosiire "inforiiiatioii 
consiclcrcd to be coilfidciitial by laiv, citlicrcoiisritutioi~:il, s ta t i~tory~ 01-byjudicial decision." 
Gov't Code 5 552.101. Scctioii 552.10 I eiicoiiipasses tile dociriiie ofcomnioi1-1ai\~privacy, 
wliich piotccts inibrniatioi~ i f (1 )  the iiiihi-illation contailis Irigiily iiitiiiiate or embarrassiiig 
filcts the piiblication ofwliicli \voiilii be liiglily objectioiiable to a reasoi~able 13crso11, and (2) 
tlie iiiforrn;~tioii is not of legitinlaic coiicerii to tlic public. 111dli.s. Foiiiitl. i.. %.r. 11iticc.s. 
iiccideiit Ht l . ,  540 S.W.2d (168, 685 (Tex. 1970). Tlie typc of iiiforiiiatioi! coi~sidc~-ed 
intiinate arid eiitbai-r-assiiig by iiie Tcx;is S~il-ri-clr?c Cocii-1 i i i  /iiiiii.sti~iii/ F(jiiiidiitioii included 
inforiiiatiori relating to sesiial assa~iit: prcgii;ri~cy, i~icntal oi-physical abuse in tlie \vorkplace, 
illegititliate childrei1, psychiatric treatmelit of  iiiciital disoriiers, atteii~pted suicide, :~iid 
iiijnries to scs i~al  organs. Iii, at GS3. 
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Genet-ally, oiily liighly intimate inthriiiatioi~ that ii~iplicatcs the primcy of ail iiidi\.idiiaI is 
\vithheld. However, iii certain iiistaiices, cvhere it is demonstrated that tlie requestor lcnows 
tlie identity of tile victim, as well as tile natiire of the incident, the entire repoi-t iii~ist be 
cvithheld to protect the victim's privacy. Here, tile requestor knolvs tlic identity of tlie 
indi\ridual whose privacy interests are at issue. We note that your letter reqiicsting ;I riiling 
froin tiiis office, whicli was copied to the requestor, I-evcals tile natiire of tile iiicidcitt at 
issiic. Tlitis, \\~itlilioidiiig oiily certain details oftlie i~rciclciit koni tlie reqiiestos \voiild iiot 
siiiiicie~itly protect tlie privacy oS tile individiial \vho is tlie subject of the inhi-iiiatioii. 
lirstead. aiitl i i i  this specific instatice, \\,c coi~cl~ide  tliat the s~ibiiiittcd inhi-inatioii ii~iist be 
\vitlilield in its entirety undci- sectioir 552.101 of tlie Govcrnnicnt Code in coiijtiiiction \\it11 
comnion-law privacy. 

This letterr~iling is limited to the particular records at issue in tliis reqiicst aiid limited to tlie 
f;icts as presented to us; therefore, tliis ruling must iiot be relied tipon as a 131-cvioiis 
dctei-niiiiation regarding any otlier I-ccosds (11- any otlicr circitmstriiiccs. 

Tliis I-itlit19 triggers iiiiportaiit dcadliiies i-cg;ii-ding tlic I-iglits aiiil I-cspoiisihi1itii.i of tlic 
~ovesnnieii~ai  body a~ici of tlic rccjiicstoi-. I:i>r csaiiiple, govci-iiiiici~tni botlics arc prohibited 
ii-oiii ;isking the attorney general to 1-eco~isicicr tliis riiliiig. (;ov't Code $ 552.30 l ( i) .  lt'tlie 
covcrnnieiiial body wants to challcngc iliis riilinz, ilie govcriiiiiental body iiiiist cippenl by - 
iiliiig suit in Travis Corinty within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In of-tier to set  tlie 
fit11 beiieiit of such an appeal, tlie govcnimental body niiist file suit withiii 10 caleiidar ti~iys. 
I 552.353(b)(3), (c). If tlie governmental body docs not appeal this riiliilg and tile 
go\-cc-iiinc;ital body does not coinply wvitl~ it, theit both the requestor and tlic nitoi-iicy gciicral 
liavc ilie right to File suit agni~ist tlic govci~iiniental body to ciifosce tliis riiliiig. 111. 
3 552.32 l(a). 

If this riiliiig rccjiiires tlic go\~eriiiiieiitaI body to release ;ill or pari of tile 1-cqiicsted 
iiiiorination, the govci-nniental bociy is responsible for taking tlic iicxt step. Rased oil tlie 
statute, tlic attoriiey geiieral expects that, iipoii receiving this ruliiig, tlie goveriiinciital hody 
\\:ill citlicr release the piiblic records proniptly pursuant to scctioii 552.221(;1) o!' the 
Government Code or iile a la\vsiiit ciiallenging this r ~ i l i i i ~  u,>iirsii;int to scctioi~ 552.324 oftlie 
Covcsiitiient Code. I f  tile go\;criiirioiit;il hody fails to iio o ~ i c  of tlicsc tliiiigs. tlicii !lie 
c'cciuestor sl~ocild 1-epol-1 lliot fiii111i.e lo l l ~ e  ;it!or-ncy ~ciiei-~11's Opcii C;o\~er~iiiieiit I lotiiiie. toll 
l'icc. ; i t  (877) 673-6830, I'lic ri'ijiicitoi iii:~! ;ilso tile ;I coiii1)I~iiiit ill! tlic i1isti-ii.t o i  coiiiity 
;liioiilc~. Ill. 5 552.32 1 5 ( ~ ) .  

I f '  this riiliiig I-equires or l>erti~its tlic g~veriiiiiciit;il body to \vitlilioiii all or soiiic of' tlic 
I-ccjiiested iniomiation, t l ~ c  reiliicstor caii appeal tliat ciecisioii by suiiig tlic gcrvcrii~iiental 
body. Iri. 5 552.321(a); 7 i , .~ r r s  1Iei~'t of 'P~th.  S(!/i.i~ 1,. Cilhrc~ciili, 542 S.LV.2ti 408, 41 1 
(Tcx. Al>l>.--Austin 1992. no writ). 

iJlcasc remember tlint iiiidci- tlic Act tlie sclense of iiifoi-iiiatioir ti-iggess cci-tail, psoccdiiscs 
i'oi-costs aiiii cliargcs to !lie rcqiicstos. li'rccoi-cis are ireleased iii conrp1i:iiice \vitIi tliis riiliiig, 
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be sure that all charges for the inforniation are at or below the legal aniou~its. Questioiis or 
coiilpiaints about over-charging rriLlst be diiected to Hadnssal~ Schloss at tlie Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any othcr person has questions or co~ilmcnts 
about this rtiiing, they may contact oiir office. Altho~igll there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attol-iley general prefers to receive any conliilents withi11 10 caleiidal-days 
o f t l ~ e  date of this  ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Jaiine L. Flores 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Divisioi? 

Ref ID# 265354 

c: Mi-. Steven Rutiierfol-d 
2923 Suiisct Poiiit Laiie 
Carrollton, Texas 75007 
(\v/o eilclosures) 


