
G R E G  A B B O T T  

November 27,2006 

Ms. Margo M. Kaiser 
Staff Attorney 
Texas Workforce Commission 
101 East 1 5'h Street 
Austin, Texas 78778-001 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 265294. 

The Texas Workforce Commission (the "commission") received a request for a named 
individual's unemployment status for May 26, 2006 to the present. You claim that the 
requested information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government 
Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted 
representative sample of information.' 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code $ 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes. You 
claim that the submitted information is confidential under federal regulations. We note that 
the regulations found at section 603 of title 20 of the Code of Federal Regulations send a 
clear message that "claim information" in the files of a state unemployment compensation 

'We assume that the representative sample of records submitted to this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to 
this office. 
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will either release tlie public records pro~nptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of tlie 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. if the governme~ltal body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Govcr~~niei~t  Hotline, toll 
free, at (577) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county 
attorney. Itl, i; 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or perii~its the governinental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infom~ation, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Jrl. 5 552.321(a); Texiis Dcll't of Pub. Srgety v. Giihi-ei~tlz, 842 S.W.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App----Austin 1992, 110 writ). 

Please remeillher that i~nder the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in con~pliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the infonnation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attoiney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comnients 
about this ruling, they inay contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contactiilg us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Amy L.S. Shipp 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Enc. Submitted docunients 

c: Ms. Patricia M. Datcher 
Clai~lis Case Manager 111 
Wasau Business Insurance Company 
P.O. Box 152800 
Irving, Texas 75015 
(wio enclosures) 


