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G R E G  A B B O T T  

November 27,2006 

Mr. Thomas P. Karlok 
Custodian of Records 
Galvestoil Police Deparinient 
P.O. Box 1725 1 
Galveston. Texas 77552-725 I 

Dear Mr. Karlok: 

You ask whether certain infol-mation is siibject to required p~ibiic disclosur-e ~iiider tlie 
Public Information Act (the "Act")? chapter 552 of the Govci-iiiiieiit Code. Your request \vas 
assigned ID# 265377. 

The Galvestoil Police Deparimeiit (tlie "departn~ent") received a request for s i r  categories 
of illforination related to case n~iiiiber 2006-00039092. Voii claim that tile suhinitted 
inforniatioii is excepted frorn disciosiirc uiidcr seetioils 552.103 arid 552.108 of tlie 
Government Code. We have considered tile exceptioiis yoii claim and re\~ie\vcd the 
submitted information. 

Sectioii 552.101 excepts fro111 disclos~ire "information coiisidered to be coiificlciitial by la\\!, 
eitlicr constitiitional, statutoi-y, 01- by jiidicial decisioii." Gov't Cock 5 552.10 1 .  
Sectioii 552.101 encompasses inhi-iiiatioii inadc coirfidciitial by otlici- stniiitcs s~ic11 as 
srsctjon 55.007 of tlic Faillily Coiic. Tile I-clevaiit laii~iiaye of sectioii 58.007(c) reads as 
hllo\vs: 

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law eiiforcei~~eilt recor-ds a i d  files 
concemiiig a child and iiiformatioii stored, by electronic means or otlici-\vise, 
coiicerning the child froni which a record or file could be geilerated nioy not 
bc disclosed to tlie public aiici sliall bc: 



,Mr. Thomas P. Kariok - Page 2 

(2) i f  nir~iiitaiiretl electrot1ically i i i  tlic snine coniputer systciii as 
I-ecords or tiles I-elatiiig to adiilts, be accessible ~iiidci-coiiii-01s that ;ire 
separate and disiii~ct ii-oiii controls to access electroriic data 
concerning adiilts; aiid 

(3) niairrtained on a local basis olrly and 1101 setit to a cciitral state or 
federal depository, except as provided by Siibchapter B. 

Fairiily Code 5 58.007(c). Esl~ibits C ailti E consist of laby ciii'orceniei?~ rccorils rci:iiiirg to 
a jiiveniie ~vlio is alleged to liave eiigaged iii delinqiieiii coi~tliict after Septenil>er 1 .  1097. 
See Fan?. Codc $ 5 1.03 (definin: "deliiiqiiciit contliict" h i - ~ ~ i i r ~ ~ o s c s  oi'l.'niii. Code $ 5S.007). 
Tlie I-ecoi-tls do iiot  reflect t l l c ~ t  211) oi ' t l~e csccptioiis i l l  scciioi? 58.007 apply to i11e Ilsiiihits: 
tiierel'oi-e, tliey arc contidcnti;il ~iiiticr scciioii iS.O07(c) oi'ilie Fniilily Code ailti iiiiist he 
withlicld in their entii-ety c~iiiiet- scctioli 552.101 of rlic Goveriinieiit Code. Ucc;iiisc our 
determitiation on tliis issne is dispositive, \ve lieed not addi-ess your argiiiiieiits agaiilsi 
disclosiire. 

Tiiis letter I-iiliiig is liinitctl to tlic p;isticiilai-recoi-ds at issiic i i i  this reijiicst airti liii?itcd to the 
fiicts as preseiited to ns; tiler-elbrc, !his sitliiig iiiitst iiot bc relicti i i ~ ~ o i i  ;IS a pscsioiis 
detcriniiiatioii regarding aiiy ot11er I-ccords o r  aiiy other circiiiiistances. 

This ruling triggers impoi-taiit deadlii~es I-egai-ding the righis and rcspoiisihiiities of tile 
governiiieiital body and of the requestor. For example, govei-iiiriei~tal botlies are prohibited 
f'roni asking tlie attorney geiieral to recoi~sidei- this ruliiig. Gov't Code 9 552.301(1). Iftire 
~o\,ei-nniei?ial bociy \\wits to chnllenge this riilii?g. tlie go\~e~~iiineiitaI body iiiiisi aplxal by 
u 

filiiig suit i i i  Travis County witliii? 30 ca1eiid;ir days. It/. 552.324(h). 111 oriicr to get the 
fiili beiieiit oi'siicli ari :ippc;ii, the govei~iii~iciit:iI botly i i i i t i t  file sirit \viiIiii? 10 caleiidar days. 
It/. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the goveriiiiiciital hody docs iiot appccil this riiliiig aiid the 
governnieiital body does not coi?iply \sit11 it, tlicn holh tile recluestor ;ii~tI tile attol-iiey 
eciiet-al have !lie right to iilc suit against tlie govciniiiciitni hody to eiiibi-cc tliis s~iliiig. - 
Id .  5 552.321(a). 

I f  tliis riiiiiig req~iires tlie go~eriiirieiital botiy to rclcasc all or  pc1i.t oi' the scijiiestcd 
illhi-iiiatioii. tlie go\~ei-iiii~ciit;~l hody is rcsl?oiisible fill- tnl<iiig tlic next step, i3ascd oil rlic 
s!;itiiic.. tlre :i!!orney gciici-ill cipecis iiiar, iii>uti rci'riviiig l l ~ i i  I-iiIiii&!. tlic criiiiicii~ai body 
\vill eitl~ci- rclcasc tlie 1,iiblic rccortls in-oiiipily piirsii:iiii io scctioil 552.2211n) of tire 
Cjoseriiiiiei~i Code or tile a la\vsiiii cl~;~llciigiiii._ tliis I-iiiiiig piii-sii;~iit to scctioii 552.324 oi'ti~c 
Go\-eriinie~~t Code. If t l ~ c  goveri~inciital hody '~ils to do one of ilicsc tliiiigs. tlien tlic 
reqi~estor slioiild report tii;it f:liliire to tile altoriicy gelieral's O1,eii Govcri~iiieiit flotlii~e, toil 
i i m ,  at (877) 673-6539, Tire reqiicsfor iiiay also tile a coiiiplaiiit \\,it11 111e tlisii-ic~ or co~iiity 
attorney. in'. 8 552.32 15(e). 
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If this ruling requires or per-mits the govertiniental body to \vitlilrold all or sonic of tlre 
requested information, tile requestor can appeal that decision by suing tlre goremme~rtal 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); Te..i.ns Dep'r oJ'Prlb. Su/>tl, v. Gilbreatii, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that u~ider the Act tlie release of iiiibr~iiation triggers certain liroceclures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are released in coniplialrce wit11 this rn l in~ ,  
be snre that all c1ra1-ges for tlie inforniation are at or below the legal aiiionnts. Questions or 
conrplaiiits about over-clrargitig must be dit-ected to Hadassah Scl~loss at tlie Ofiice of the 
.4tloriiey General at (512) 175-2497. 

It'tlre governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has qiiestioiis or coiiinients 
about this ritling, they may contact our office. Altlrougli there is no statutory deadline ibt- 
contacting its, the attorney general prefers to receive any coninicnts within 10 calendar days 
of tlie date of this ruling. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Rc!: ID# 265377 

c: Mr. Anthotry P. Gi-if!it? 
1 1  15 Moody 
Galveston, Tesns 77550 
(\v/o ct~clos~tres) 


