
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Mr. Rashaad V. Gambrell 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 7725 1-1 562 

Dear Mr. Gambrell: 

You ask wliether certain information is subject to required public disclositre under the Public 
Informatioi~ Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Goveriiiilent Code. Y o ~ t r  reqiiest was 
assigned ID# 266452. 

The Houston Police Department (the "department") received a request for all informatioil 
pertailling to Feld Entertaiiiment, dba Ringling Bros. and Barnun1 Kr Bailey Circus. You 
state that the department will release some ofthe requested information to the requestor. Yoii 
claiin that the subruitted iilforiiiation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 o t  
the Go\,ernment Code. We have considered the exception yoii claim and reviewed the 
submitted informatioii. 

Scction S52.10S(a)(2) o f  the Governlne~~t  Code excepts from disclosure iiiforinatioii 
concerning ail investigation that concluded i l l  a resillt other than con\riction or deferred 
adjildication. A governn~ental body claiming section 552.108(a)(2) must demonstrate that 
tlie req~iested information relates to a criiniiial invcstigation that has coilcluded in a final 
rcsult other than a coiivictioi~ or dcferrcd adjudication. You state that tlie submitted 
informatioil relates to a criminal investigation that did not result in con\~iction or deferred 
adjudication. Theref'oi-e, \ve agrce that section 55?.108(a)(2) o f  the Governn~cnt Code is 
applicable to the submiited iiiforrnatioii. 

Howrcver. scctio~i 552.108 docs not except basic inl'oi-11mtion about an arrested person, ail 
arrest, or a crime. Go\,'t Code 552.108(c). We bclicvc sicci~ basic information refers to 
the inhi-mation held to be pi~blic in  /i;.ii~.vtoi~ Clii~oiiicle i'~rb1 g Co, 1.. C'iiy ~/'iIoir.sioir, 53 1 
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S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Cis. App.-f-iouston [14th Dist.] I975), i t& r.<j"dw.r..e. perrzrriiitri, 536 
S.1tr\:.2d 559 (Tex. 1576); including a detailed descriptioii of the offense. Thus, with the 
exception of basic information, which you state has been released: the department may 
v\.ithhold the submitted il~formation under section 552. I08(a)(2) oftlte C;ovemment Code. 
We note that you have the discretion to release all or part ofthe inforn~ation at issue that is 
not othenvise confidential by la\\:. Gos't Code $ 552.007. 

This letter r ~ ~ l i n g  is limited to the particular records at issite in this reqnest and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previoirs 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers inipofiant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
gosernniental body and of the I-eqitestor. For example, governniental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 552.301(1). Ifthe 
eovernniental body \{,ants to challenge this ruling. the govemtiiental body must appeal by - 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id.  5 552.324(b). In order to get the 
f~lll benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body nti~st file suit within I0 calendar days. 
Iii. 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply ~vith it, then both tlre requestor and tlre attorney general ... 
have the right to file suit against the go\~ernmental body to enforce this ruling. Id .  
5 552.321(a). 

I f  this riiling requires the goser~imental body to release all or part of the reqitested 
information, the govemniental body is responsible for taking the nest step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
\\-ill either release the piihlic records promptly purs~iant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Go\~en~rnent Code oi- file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pitrsuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If tlre goveninlental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor sliould report that fitil~tre to thc attorney general's Open Go\-crnment I-iotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a conipiaii~t witlr the district or county 
attorney. Iii. 5 552.3215(c). 

If this ruling requires or pet-mils tile goseniniental body to \vitirlioid all ui- some of the 
reqi~cstcct information, the req~testor can appeal that decision by s u i n ~  the governniental 
body. ltl. t; 552.32 ](a): T<?.~ii.s ilt'p 'i o / ' P ~ i h .  Sofi.tj- \,. Gilhrecitl~, 842 S.W.2d 408, 4 1 1 
(Tcx. App.~---Austin 1092, no writ). 

P l eac  remembei- that itiidcr the Act tile relcasc of infot-ination triggers certain proceciures 
for costs and chargcs to the ~seq~~estos. Ifrecords ai-e released in coi~~pliance Lvitti this ruling. 
be sL1i-e that ail charges for the infornration are at or bclo\v the legal a~irouiits. Questions or 
coitipiaiiits about o\.cr-cli;,i-ging ntust bc directed to lladassah Schloss at the Office of tlie 
Atroriicy Geiieral a1 (5 12) 475-2497. 
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If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contactingus, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Jaime L. Flores 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Divisioit 

Ref: ID# 266452 

Enc. Submitted doc~~nients 

c: Ms. Raeleann Sinitli 
501 Front Street 
Norfolk, Virginia 235 10 
(wlo enclosures) 


