
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

December 29,2006 

Mr. Robert Dillard 111 
Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, Hager & Smith, L.L.P 
City of University Park 
1800 Lincoln Plaza 
500 North Akard 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Mr. Dillard: 

You ask whether cei?ain information is subject to required public disclosure tinder the Public 
Infonllation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Goveriiment Code. Yoiir request was 
assigned ID# 267908. 

The University Park Police Department (the "depa~?ment"), which you represent, received 
a request for information related to a specified arrest. Yoti state you have released some 
inforniation, but claim that the snbmitted information is excepted from disclosure tinder 
sections 552.101, 552.103, 552.108, and 552.130 of the Gover~~riient Code. We have 
considered tlre exceptions you claim and reviewed tlie siibn?itted information. 

We first note that a Texas vehicle identification number has been redacted from the 
submitted documents. You do not indicate, and this office is not otherwise informed, that 
the department is autliorired to redact Texas vehicle idcntificalioii numbers tvithout 
reqliesting a decision under section 552.301 of the Governn?ent Code. Sec Gov't Code 
3 552.301(a). Because we are able in this instalice to discern the nature of the redacted 
infonliation, we will determine ~vliether i r  is excepted froill ptihlic disclosiire. In the future, 
however, you should refrain from redacting inforniation that yoti submit to this office in 
seeking an open records ruling. unless the information is tlie subject of a previous 
deterinination.' See id. $5 552.301(e)(i)(D), ,302; Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001). 

You claim the information sublnitted as Exhibit C is excepted under section 552.1 08 of the 
Government Code. Section 552. I08(a) excepts fror-n disclosui-e "(i]nfornlation held by a law 

' ~ l t h o i i ~ i i  a social security niiiiiber alsolias beenrcdacted fro113 the siibniitted dociiii?i.iils. MIC I I O ~ C  that 
sectioii .552,l47(b) ofthe Go~ernriisiit Code aiiilioriies n govcrniiienial hod? to redact a Iiviiig pcrsoii'ssocinl 
seci~riiy iiuiiiber from public release ~ i t h o i l t  thc iieccssity ofrzqiiesiii~g n decisioii iiiidcr tlic Act. See Gov't 
Code 3 552.147(b). 
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enforcement agency orprosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or pi-osecution 
of crime . . . i f  ( I)  release of the information would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code S 552.108(a)(l). Generally, a 
governmental body claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the 
release of the requested inforitlation would interfere with law enforcement. See Gov't Code 
$5 552.108(a)(I); (b)(l), .301(e)(l)(A); see also E.Y pilrte Pi-]rift, 551 S.W.2d 706 
(Tcx. 1977). You state that Exhibit C relates to an ongoing, active crililinal iilvestigation. 
Based upon this representation, we agree that the release of this inforluation would interfere 
with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime. See Ho~rstoi~ Clzro~~iclePi[bl 'g Co. 
v. CityofHoustoil, 53 1 S.W.2d I77 (Tex. Civ. App.-I-Iouston [l4tll Dist.] 1975), l~~ i t r e f ' r i  
/I.?-.e. per c l ~ ~ i n m ,  536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law enforcement interests 
that are present in active cases). We note that the depart~nent has previously released basic 
information from these doc~iments. See Gov't Code $ 552.108(c) (section 552.108 does not 
except fi-on1 disclosure basic inforn~ation about an arrested person, an arrest, or a crime). 
Accordingly, the department may withhold Exhibit C pursuant to section 552.108(a)(1).~ 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure infomlation that 
relates to a motor vehicle operator's or driver's licellse or permit issiied by an ageucy ofthis 
state or a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency ofthis state. See Gov't Code 
tj 552.130(a)(I)-(2). The department lil~ist withhold the Texas vchicle identificatioil ni~mber 
contained in the information submitted as Exhibit B under section 552.130. 

In summary, Exhibit C may be withheld under section 552.108 of thc Govenimcnt Code. 
The vehicle identification i~itmber in Exhibit B rn~ist bc withheld under section 552.130 of 
the Govemmeiit Code. The rernai~iing submitted illformation must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular-records at issue in illis request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
deternli~iation regarding any other records or any other circunisttances. 

This I-tiling ti-iggel-s important dcadl i~~es regarding thc rights and respoiisibilitics of the 
gove~~in~eental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
fro111 asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Cocie 5 552.301(f). Ifthe 
govcr~~niental body wants to ch;rIlenge this ruling, the govemnlental body must appeal by 
filing s~iit  in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Iii. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the 
f~111 benefit of such an appeal, the govemniental body 111ust file suit withi11 I0 cale~ndardays. 
lil. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). rf the goyel-nn~cntal body docs 1101 al~peal this ruling and the 
governn~ental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and tile attorney general 
have the right to file suit against tile government~il body to criforce this ruling. It!. 

i_' 552.321(a). 

'AS our r i i l i i ig on tiiis issiie is dispositivc. ive iiced iiot address yoiir reii1::iiiiiig aigiiineilts a g ~ i i i s t  
discioiiii-e or Elxihibit C. 
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If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
\\;ill either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a laws~iit challenging this n~ling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint \\,it11 the district or county 
attoritey. I(/. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to ~vithhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor call appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); Te.~cis Dep't o/'Pzlh. Sofi.~y 11. Gilhieilili, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tes. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of iilfor~ilation triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, 
be sure that all charges for the information arc at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Fiadassah Schloss at the Office of thc 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or ally other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they nlay contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within I0 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

u 
R;iit?sey A. Abarca 
Assistaiit Attorney Ge~ieral 
Open JZecords Divisioil 

Ref ID# 267908 

c: h4s. Jewcli Ilodges 
424 North Janss Street 
Anaheim, California 92805 
(w/o eiiclosiires) 


