
G R E G  A B B O T ?  

January 18,2007 

Ms. S. McCielian 
Assistant City Attotiley 
Criminal Law and Police Section 
City of Dallas 
1400 S. Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 752 15 

Dear Ms. MeClellan: 

Youask whether certain infolmatioilis subject to required publicdisclosure~~nder the Public 
lnformatiot~ Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 2691 93. 

The Dallas Police Department (the "department") received a request for tlii-ee specified 
police reports. You claim that a portion of the requested infornlation is excepted from 
disclosure under section 552.105 of the Government Code. We have coilsidered the 
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

The department clai~lis portions of the s~~bnlitted reports may be withheld under 
section 552.10S(a) of the GoVerlirnelit Code, which excepts frorn disclosure "[i~nformation 
held by a law enforcement agency orproseci~tor that deals wit11 tlie detection, investigation, 
or pr-osecution of crime . . . if: (1) release of the information \vould interfere with the 
detection, investigation, or prosec~~tion of crime." Gov't Code $ 552.10S(a). Geiierally, a 
goveri~mental body claimilig section 552.108 niust reasonably explain how and why the 
release ofthe reauested illformation woiild interfere with law enforcement. See Gov't Code 

552.108(a)(l), (b)(l ), 3 ( e l  ( A ) ;  see ci/.so Ex poi-!e Pi-~ii!!, 55 1 S. W.2d 706 
(Tex. 1977). 

You state that the requested inforniation velates to a pending case and claim that release of 
thc infor~i~ation woiild interfere \\,it11 the del>artn~ent's iiivestigation. t lowever; the submitted 
reports involve allegations of assault, theft, and driving tvhilc intoxicated that occurred 
in 1995. We note that the statute of liinitatiolis Sol- tilese ofknses has expired. See Cri~ii 
Proc. Code atis. 12.01 (4)(A) (Iiiiiitations for tliefi, burglary, robbery is five years fro111 date 
of offense), 12.01(6) (liniitations on fcloiiy not otherwise listed in article 12.01 of Codc of 
Criminal Procedure is three years SI-om date of'offe~ise). Because the statute of limitations 
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has run on all of the alleged offenses listed in the submitted reports and you have not 
informed this office that any criminal charges were filed within the limitations period, we 
concl~tde the department has failed to explain how release of the submitted police reports 
ivould interfere with law enforcement, and none of the information at issue may be withheld 
under section 552.108(a)(l). 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure information that "relates 
to . . . a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or prrl l~it  issued by an agency of this 
state [or] a motor vehicle title o r  registration issued by an agency of this state."' Gov't Code 

552.130. In accordance with section 552.130 of the Government Code, the department 
must withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information we have marked. 

Finally, the submitted information contains social security numbers. Section 552.147 of the 
Government Code provides that "[tjhe social security number o f a  living person is excepted 
froni" required public disclosure under the Act. Therefore, the department must withhold 
the social security numbers vve have marked ~lnder  section 552.147.' 

In summary, the department must witlihold tlie marked Texas motor vehicle record 
information under section 552.130 ofthe Govemnient Code. The department must withhold 
the marked social security numbers under section 552.147 of the Government Code. The 
remaining infomlation must he released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request atid limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regardin?: any other records or any other circumstances. 

This niling trisgers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governniental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
fro111 asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Ciov't Code $ 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body niust appeal by 
filing s~i i t  in Travis County ~\,itliin 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full benefit of such an appeal, the governniental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
lil. $ 552.353(h)(3), (c). If the govei-nmental body docs not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply \\.-it11 it, then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the right to file suit against tlie governrrlcntal body to cnfot-ce this ruling. I d .  
$ 552.321(a). 

I Tile Office of tile Attoi-iicy Cieiiefiil will raise iiiniidaiory esccptioiis on heiiaif o i a  goveriimcntal 
body, biit oi-dinarily \ \ - i i i  not iaisc otiiei- esccptioiis. .See Opcii Records Decision Nos. 48i ( I  9R7), 480 (1987). 
470 ( 1987). 

'\ye note that sectioii 552.14i(h) olilii. Govci-iiiiieiit Code atithoi-ires n goiei?imi.ii!al body to redact 
;I living pci-son's soci:il scctirity ntiiiibci- irompublic i-cIe:ise \vitlioiit thc iieccssity of i-equssii~ig a dccisioii froni 
this ofice tinder rile 4ct .  
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If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
infom~ation, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Govcmnient Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a con~plaint with the district or county 
attorney. id. 5 552.3215je). 

If  this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withliold all or some of the 
reqiiested illformation, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. id. $ 552.32 1(a); Tex-us D L ~  ' r  of Pub. S~fi?/ j ,  v. Gilbrenri~, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please renienlber that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, 
be sure tlsat all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questiolis or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If' the gover~imental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attonley general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Tamara L. liarswick 
Assistant Attorney Ge~~era l  
Open Records Division 

Eiic. Subniitted docunients 

c: Mr. Danny Campbell 
191 9 Sorltl~ Sliiloh Road, Suite 21 8 (lR%lO) 
Garland, Tcxns 75042 
(trio eiiclos~ires) 


