
G R E G  A B B O T T  

April 23, 2007 

Mr. Ronald J. Bounds 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Corpus Christi 
P.O. Box 9277 
Corpus Chr~sti, Texas 78469-9277 

Dear Mr. Bounds: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclos~~i-e under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned rD# 276500. 

The City of Corpils Christi (the "city") received a request fou several categories of 
inforination reg21rding the constr~iction or operation of an MEB Plus at a specified location. 
You state that the majoi-ity of the rccjuestcd informatioil has heen released, but clairn that 
portions of the requested information are excepted from disclosure uncle~.section 552. I37 of 
the Government Code.' We have coilsidered the exception you claiill and reviewed the 
subn~ittcd information. 

Section 552.137 of the Governinent Code excepts from tiisclosure "an e-inail address of a 
inemher of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electroiiically witli 
a governmental body" unless the rnetuber of the p ~ ~ b l i c  consents to its release 01- the e-mail 
;~cidress is ofa type specifically excluded by subsectioil (c). See Gov't Code $552.137(a)-(c). 
The e-mail addresses you havc marked are not the type specifically excluded by 
scctioii 552.137ic). Thereforel ~ ~ n l c s s  the individuals wliosc e-mail atidresses at-e at issue 

8 ,  . . nitiaily, lire city raised sections 552.101 tlirougii 552.105, 552.107 tliroiigh 552.1 l I ,  552.1 13. 
552.1 I6 tlii-ough 552.1 175, 552.122. 552.128 throiigli 552.131, 552.13(1. S iZ i37 .  and 552.139 of Ihc 
C;ovcrnt~icnl Code as exceptioiis to tlrc disclosure of the requested information. However; thc city no longer 
;usel-is these exceptions to disclosure. 
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consented to release of their e-mail rtddresses, the city must withhold the e-mail addresses 
you have marked in accordance with section 552.137 of the Government Code. The 
remaining information must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particulrlr recorcis at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to  is: therefore. this ~-~iling iiiust not be I-elied upon a previous 
determinatioii regarding any otlier recol-ds or any other circuinstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, gover~imental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body niust appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the f ~ ~ l l  
benefit of such an appeal. the governmental body rnust file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Zil. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with i t ,  tl~err both the requesior and the attoi-ney general 
have the right to file suit against thc gavel-nmeiital body to enforce this ruling. Id. 
5 552.321 (a). 

If this ruling requires the governinental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking tlie next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the p~iblic recovds promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of' the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challengiiig this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. 1f the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should [report that failure to thc attorney genel-at's Open Government I-Iotline. 
toll fiee, iit (877) 673-6839. Tlie rcij~~estor rimy also file a complaint with the district or 
coiinty attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withholci all 01- some of the 
recluested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id .  $ 552.321(a); Tmcls Dep' t  of Pub. Siif'ely 1'. Gilhrenlh, 842 S.W.2d 405, 41 1 
flex. App.-Austin 1992. no writ). 

Please I-emember that under the Act the rclerrse of infol-mntion triggers ceriai~i procetiures for 
c o s ~ s  ;ind choi-ges to tlie requestor. IS recostis ai-c rele;isctl i i i  conrpiiance with this ruling. be 
sui-e that all cliarges for the int'ori~iiiiioii ;i~-c at 01- helow tire legal amo~iiits. Q~iestions or 
complriints about over-charging i-iiust bc directed to i-lati;~ssaii Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2407. 

IS the governmental hotly, the requcsior, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact oul- office. Although thei-c is no statutory dei~tlline for 
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contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Aries Solis 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 276500 

Enc. Submitted docurnents 

c: Mr. Charles C. Webb Jr. 
Webb, Cason & Covich. P.C 
710 North Mesquite Street 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 
(\&/lo enclosures) 


