
ATTORNEY GENERAL O F  TEXAS 
- 
G R E G  A B B O T T  

April 23, 2007 

Mr. Chat-les 1-1. Weir 
Assistant City Attorney 
City oi'Sa11 Antonio 
P.O. Box 839966 
S ~ I I  Antonio, Texas 78283-3966 

Dear Mr. Weir: 

You ask whetlier certain inlormation is subject to required public disclosiii-e under the 
Public Informalioii Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of tlic Govei-ti~iiciit Code. Yoiir request was 
assigned 10# 276676. 

The Saii Antonio Police Department (the "department") I-eceived a request for a specific 
iiicident 1-epol-t. Yoti claim that khc requested inforrnation is excepted fioln disclosure under 
sectioii 552.108 of tlic Government Code. We have cor~sidered the exception you claim atid 
ireviewed the sublnitted information. 

Sectioii 552. I O X  of the Govei-nirient Code excepts fi-oiir piihlic tiisciostli-e "[ijriioi-mation Jrcld 
by :I law enforcenrciit agency or prosecutor that deals ~ \ , i i i i  tlic iieiectioii, investigation, oi- 
p r ~ s e ~ ~ i t i o i i  ofci-il~ie . . . i r .  . . rcleiise of llie iiiloriiiation woiriti iirtcrk~-e witli tiic tietcctioii. 
ii~vcstig;~tioii. o r  proscciilioii of crin>c[.j" Gov'i Code $ -552. I OS(.a)( 1 ) .  A govei-nincntai 
hotly tliat c!aiiris aii cxccptioii to disclosiii-e under section 552. I08 inlist I-easonnhly explaili 
llow anti why illis e,xccption is applicable to tire inroriiration at issue. See id. 

552.301(e)(l)(A); f<.x pnric, Pntili, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You slate tiiat tlrc 
sobmittetl information I-elates to an operr investigation. Rased o n  your represetitation, \ve 
coiicliitic tlint the rc1er:se of this information woitld interlere with t l ~ c  detection, invcstigatioii, 
or pl-oseciition of'crime. S(:i: FIoirstoii C/iiz-,icicli. t ' t t i~l'g Co. v. C i i ~  ofHoii.sloi~, 53 ! S.W.2d 
177 (Tex. Civ. App.-lioustoii j14tli Dist.] 197.5), n,i.ii ~-c f ' t /  r i . i - . o .  ~/r'rc.io-iiiirl, 536 S.W.2d 
559 ('l'cx. 1970) (court tlcliiicatcs law C I ~ ~ ~ I - C C I ~ ~ C I I ~  iiltcrest~ that ill-e 131-ese11t i f 1  iictivc C:ISCS). 
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However, section 552.108 does not except from disclosure "basic information about an 
arrested person, an arrest, or a crime." Gov't Code $ 552.108(c). Section 552. I08(c) refers 
to the basic front-page information held to be public in Houstr~n Chronicle. The department 
must release basic information even if this information does not literally appear on the front 
page of an offense or arrest report. See Noi~sforl Chi-orziclc!. 531 S.W.2d at 186-88; Open 
Records Decision No. 127 at 3-4 ( I  976) (suiiiinariziiig types oi'infoi-mation deemed public 
by Noiisron Chi-oiiicli,). Tlius. \i.itli tlie escepiion of ilie hasic i'ro~it-l>;rge offense niid arrest 
inf'orniatioil, the departiiient iiiay \vithliolti the I-eiiiainiiig s~ibiiiittcd iiiforniatio~i under 
section 552.108(a)(l) of the C;ovei-nnient Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to thepartictilar records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this I-tiling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circuinstances. 

This ruling triggers important cleadiiries regarding tlie rights arid responsibilities of the 
governmental body ;ind of the Irequestor. For example, governmental bodies ai-e prohihitcd 
fl-om asking tiie attorney general to rccolrsidcr this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301 (f). If the 
gavel-nmental body wants to challenge tliis ruling. tiie govcr~ime~ital body m~ist appeal by 
filing suit in  Travis County within 30 calendar days. iii. $ 552.324(b). In ortier to get the full 
benefit of strch ;in appeal, the gover~inrcntai body Inlist file suit within 10 calendar- clays. 
I .  $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the govcl-nmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
goverr~mcnial body does not co~nply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the riglit to file suit against tlie governmental body to enforce this ruling. id. 

552.321(a). 

If this r~iliiig I-CC]II~!CS tlie govei-iiiiiciital body to c.eic;i.se ail or pcil-i oS liic I-ccjuested 
iiiforiiiatio~i, [lie govcriiiiiciiinl hotly is ~rcsi,oiisibie for iakiii: ilie liexi stcp. Unsctl oil the 
slaiuie, tire ;~tloriiey general exllecis iliai, !![?on rcceivirig tliis ri~liiig, the goi.esnineiita1 hotly 
will eithei- release tile public rccorcls pi-omptly ~ L I I - S L I ~ U I ~  10 scciion 552.221(a) of ilie 
Governlneiit Code or file a lawsuit challenging this r~rliiig piirsuaiit to section 552.321 of tile 
Governme~it Code. If the governniental botiy fails to do one of these Lhings, then thc 
recliiestor sllould report that trrilure to ihe attorney general's Opeir Governmcni llotline, 
toll free; at (877) 673-6839. 'The reclacstoi- iiiay also file ;I coiiiplaint with tlie clistrici or 
county attor-]icy. Id. 6 552.3215(e). 

I S  this ~suliiig recluires oi- pel-iiiits the govei-iiiiiciital body to \witlihoitl all 01- soiiic of' [lie 
rcquestcd inSol-iiiaiioii. tlic reijiicsior c;lii ~il>l~eai 11i:ii tlecisiciii 1:). sriiiig ihe gowci-~i~i?ental 
hotly. I 5 2 . 2 ( 1 )  I S  ' 1  J '  I .  St!fri\. 1.. (;i//)~~cct~li, 842 S.w.211 408, 4 1 I 
(Tex. App.---Austin 1992, no \writ). 

Please remember that uniler tlic Act the release ol'iiii~vri~iatio~i triggers ceri;~iii pi-occilures for  
costs ;inel c1i;irges to tile recjucstor. 1f ~rccortls are releascd in co~~ipii:~ricc witlh tliis ruling, be 
SLII-e iliilt ali charges for the iiiformation ai-c at 01- below tllc legal aino~ints. Qiresiions or- 
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co~nplaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5  12) 475-2497. 

If the governinental body, the requestor. or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Aries Solis 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 276676 

Enc. Submitted doc~nncnls 

c: Ms. Edna Peters 
Public Records Rcsearcli 
3034 Barnhill Lane 
Sugarland, Texas 77479 
(wlo enclosures) 


