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Ms. Mindy Ward 
City Attorney 
City of Sa11 Angelo 
P.O. Box 1751 
San Atigelo. Texas 76902 

Dear Ms. Ward: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required p ~ ~ b l i c  tlisclosure undei- the 
Public lnformation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your I-equest was 
assigned ID# 276820. 

The San Angclo City Marshall (tlie "marsiiall") receiveti a request for the video and auciio 
~rccording iiolu a ciashboarcl camera regarding a particular accident. Y o ~ i  claiii, tliat the 
videotape you subinitted is excepted froin disclosure under section 552.130 of the 
Governrneiit Code. We liave coiisidered the exception you claiin and reviewed the 
videotape. 

Section 552.130 excepts fi-or11 public disclosure infortilation that relates to a motor vehicle 
oj~crator'mor ciriver's license or permit or ;i iuotor veliicle title or vegistratioii iss~rcd by an 
agency of illis state. S i ~ e  C;ov'i Code 5 552. I 30(;i)( I)-(2). You assert that the videotape 
discloses iicciise plate iiuiiihers anti that i t  iii~ist hc witliiield in  its entirety since tile ln~rrsl~all 
docs not li~ivc the icch11ologic;il cxpcrtisc to retlilct tire liccrisc pl;rtc i~iihrrn;itioi? fi-om tlie 
vitleotapc. IJpoil review, Iiowevei-. we coiiclittlc tii;rt tile submitted vitieotape tiocs not 
coiitain legible Texas motor veliicle infoi-mation. Therefore. no portion of tlie submitted 
\,iiicolape may be withhelti under scction 552.130. Siiicc you cio not assert any otliel- 
~Lrgu~i~cnts  agai~ist disclosure, the viticotapc rnilst be I-elcased. 

This letter ruling is liinitetl to tile parliculai- records ;it issue i n  t l i i h  rciliiest iiiid liinited to the 
fiicls its presenleil lo its; lliereforc~ tliis ruling must 1101 be ~rciicci upoii ;is n prcvioiis 
ilclei-t-iii~i;ition regarding any otlicr i-ccoi-ds 01- airy other cii-cuiiisiances. 

'l'his ruling 11-iggci-s impoi.i;iilt de;idliiics I-eg;it-ding tiic rights ;mtl rcspotisihilitics o l  tile 
govci.iiiiieiltal botl), ;ind 01, ilic i-cqi!cs~oi-. !'oi- e~; t i~ i :~ lc .  g~\~cri in~eniai  bo(lics are PI-ohibitcd 
Sroni asking the attorney geiicrol to rccoiisider tliis riilirig. (;o\"t Cotlc 6 552.301(1'). Ji'tiic 
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governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 caler~dardays. Id. $55'2,324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of s~ ich  an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
I .  552.353(h)(3), (c). If tire governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governirielital bociy does not comply with it,  then both the requestor and the attorney general 
have the I-iglit to file s~iit  against the governmental body to enforce tiris I-uliiig. Id. 

552.321 (a). 

If ti~is I-uling I-equires the govel-niriental boily to release all or part of the recluested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Rased on the 
statute, the attortrey general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the goverirrnental body 
will either release the piiblic records promptly piirsuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things. then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney geireral's Open Government Ilotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839, The i-equestor may also file ;I complaint with the district or 
coulity attorney. Icl. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governinental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infol-mation, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the govern~~renlal 
hody. Id. $ 552.321(a); Tex-its Dep'r of P~ih. Sufety 11. G i l h r ? ~ f / ~ ,  842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

t'lcase reinembci- tliat L I I I ~ ~ I -  the Act the release oi'inforiiiatioii 11-iggers certain procedui-cs for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released i l l  coinpliaiice with tliis riding, hc 
stire tli~it all charges for the iirlorinatioir a]-c at or below tire legal airio~ints. Questions or 
complaints about ovei--cli;irgiirg inust be directed to Hiidassair Scllloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the gover~i~nciital hotly, the requestorl or airy other person has questions or comments 
iibout this rulirig. tiicy i1iay contact o~ i r  office. Althougli tliei-c is no statiitoi-y dcatiline lor 
coiiiacting us; ilrc attortrey gener:iI prefers to receive airy coiiiiiients \vitlrin 10 caletrdar days 
oS the tiatc of this ruling. 

,4ries Solis 
Assistant Attoi-iiey General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 276820 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Ron Dooley, Sr. 
3 14 West Harris 
San Angelo, Texab 76903 
(\via enclosures) 


