
G R E G  A B B O T T  

April 23, 2007 

Mr. Charles Biienger 
Buenger Rr Associates 
3203 Robinson Drive 
Waco: Texas 76706 

Dear Mr. Buei~gci-: 

You ask whether cer ta i~~ iiifc>rrnation is subject to required p~iblic disclosure uilder the 
Public I~iforinatioi~ Act (the "Act"). chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
:lssigiied 1D# 27689 1 .  

The Limestone County Appraisal District (the "district"), which you represent, received a 
request foi- the "1eg;iI services documents" received by the district tiu~-ii~g a ceriair~ period of 
time. We unilerstand you to claim that the recluested iiiiormation is excepted from disclosure 
uiider sectio~i 552.103 of the Governiiieiit Code. We ii:ive coilsidered the exception you 
claim arid reviewed tlie s~ibri~itred i~li'orrn:itio~~. 

7'hc suhinitted attoi-ney See bills ai-e s~il,jccr to section 552.022 of the Govci-ri~nent Code. 
Scction 551.022(a)(Ih) pi-ovides for tile I-equired puhlic disclosure oi'"inforination thai is i i ~  

;I bill for attorney's fees grnd illat is not privileged uildes the ~ittorney-client privilege," unless 
tire info[-mation is expl-essly confitientiai under other law. Gov't Cocie 5 552.022(a)(!6). 
Thus, inforination containeci in attorney See bii!s niust be I-elcaseii iincier 
section 552.022(a)(16) unless it is expressly coiriitieritii!l ~~ircler. other law. You asse1.1 that 
the iiiihr~iiation you have niai-ketl in the submitted fce hills is protected b y  sectioii 552.103. 
llowe\>er, sectioii 552, I03 is a disc]-eiioiiarp exception under the Aci and tlocs not constitute 
"oihei- l;i\$" for pui-poses of scction 552.022. Sri. I ) i i l l i~,s Arro f<ii],iil ficiiisii v .  /)rillc!.s 
n/ for . r i i r l ,y  ~Vews', 4 S.W.3cl 469; 475-76 (7'cx. App.-Dallas 1999, n o  pet.) (govcrnment;il 
body niay waivc scctioii 552. i03) .  Accol-dingly, the district may nor witl~holtl ally of the 
inSol-l~iation i i i  tlrc atioiney See bills uiidcr cctioii 552,103. Since you make no otl~cr 
argtinie~it ag;riiisi disclosure, tlie attorney k c  bills must hc I-elcaseti without redactions. 
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This letter ruling is limiteti to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefoi-e, this ruling must not bc relied upoil as a previoiis 
dereriuination regartling any other records or any othei- cii-c~~msiances. 

This ruling triggers important deaillines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governinental hody and of tlic reilucstor. For example. governiiicntal bodies are pl-ohihiteci 
froin asking tile attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(f). IT the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmenla1 body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental hotly must file suit withi~i 10 calendar days. 
Id.  5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governinental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
goven~mental body does not comply with it, then both tlic requestor and tile attorney general 
Iiave tlie right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this I-ulii~g. Id .  
5 552.32 1 (a). 

If this ruling ~recjuires t l~e  govei-ilment;lI body to I-elease all or part of tlie requested 
infon-iiation, the goveriimeiital body is I-espoiisible for iakiiig the iicxt step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the govcri~inental body 
will either release the public recorcis proiilptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of tlie 
Governix~ciit Code or file a lawsuit challeiiging this ruling pursuant to sectioii 552.324 of the 
Goveriinient Code. If the govei-nrner?t;il hody ft~ils to do one of ti~c.se tl~ings: then rile 
i.ecluestor slio~ild report that Pailuse to the attori~ey geiieral's Opcii Govei-i~iiiciit Hotiine, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The rcquesior may also file a coniplaint wit11 tile district or 
couiity attoi-ney. Itl. 3 552.1215(c). 

IS this I-~iliiig rccjuircs 01. 11ei.niits the govet-~~i-iicntal hody to witlihold all or soiiie oS tlie 
I-ecjucstcti iiiSoi-iiiatio~?. the rec]uestor can iippcal that tlccisioii by suing the goveriiinental 
hotly. It!. 3 552.321(a); l>.xci.s Il~,l.i"i ($lJiih. Sr:/';,g 1'. Giihi-c,iifli. 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992. iio writ). 

Please remernbci- that under tlic Act the release of iiifoi-rriation ti-iggcrs certaiii procetlui-es for 
costs anti charges to the rccjiiestoi-. IS rccoriis ;ire I-eleased ii? con~pli;~ncc with this riiling, be 
siire that all chai-gcs hi- the inlormatioii are at or below tlic legal ai-irounts. Q~iestio11s or 
coniplaints about over-charging inust he directed to fladassnl~ Schloss at the OSfice of tile 
Atioriiey (;eiicral at (5 12) 475-2497. 
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If the governinental body. the I-equestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
;~hout this rulirig, they may contact o~ i r  office. Although there is 110 st~~tutory deadline for 
contacting usl the attorney general prefers to I-eceive any coinlnents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Aries Solis 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Recortls Division 

Ref: ID# 276891 

Enc. Submitted docu~nents 

C :  Ms. Donna Gayclen 
6520 FM 339 Not-fh 
Mt. Calm, Texas 76673 
(wi0 ellclos~~rcs) 


