
G R E G  A B B O T T  

Mr. Leonard Men-ell, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
Katy Independent School District 
P.O. Box 159 
Katy, Texas 77492-0159 

Dear Mr. hienell: 

You ask ~vheil~er certain information is subject to requiredpublic disclosure under the Ptiblic 
Infornlatiou Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Governmciit Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 276803. 

Tiic Katy Intlepeiident School District (the "district") received a request for the requestor's 
"s~ibstitute teaching file and a copy of the investigation by [the district] police about 
illappropriate behavior." Yon state that yo~i  have released the requestor's personnel file. as 
\veil as "front page" basic infoi-mation from the police file to the rcqucstor. You claim that 
the rcmaiuing infonnation is cxcepted from disclosure under section 552.103 of the 
Governmcnt Code. We have coilsidered ihc esceptiol~ yau claim andrevie~ved the siibnrittcd 
infoi-111r1tion. 

Section 552,108(a)(2) excepts fi-0111 public disclosure "[ilnfor~nation held by a law 
ci~forcemeilt agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, ol~prosecutio~? 
oi'ci-ime . . . i f .  . . it is iilfoimation that (Ieals ~vith the detection, invcstigatioii, or ~iroseculion 
of cl-imc oiily in relation to an iilvcstigatioil that did not result in coilvictioii or dcfen-ed 
adjudication[.]" Gov't Code 5 552.108(a)(2). A governmental body that claims ail exceptioii 
to disclosure under section 552.108 i ~ ~ u s t  reasonably cxpiaii~ how and why this exception is 
applicable lo the inlbi-matioil at issiie. ,See id 9 552,30I(e)(l)(A); E . T ~ { I > - / ~  P11iit1, 551 
S.W.2d 706 (Tcx. 1977). Scctioi? 552.108(a)(2) is applicable oilly if the infori~~atioil it? 
question relaies to a coilcluded case that did not I-esiilt in a convictioil or a dcfei-rcd 
;~cijiidication. Yori inforin us that the sublnitled inforil~ation relates lo a criminal 
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investigation that concluded in arcsult other than conviction or deferred adjudication. Based 
on your representation, we ayee  that section 552.108(a)(2) is applicable to the submitted 
information. 

Information normally found or1 the front page of a11 offense report is generally considered 
public, and mt!st be released. Seegenerclliy Gov't Code S 552.108(c); Hot~storz Cl~roiricle 
Pt ihlg Co. 11. City ofilnustoiz, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex Civ. App.---Houston [14th Dist. 1975, 
writ r e fd  n.r.e.); see Open Records Decision No. 127 (1976) (sumniarizing typcs of 
infom~ation deenied public by Hoioi8sto~t Clzronicle). With the exception ofbasic info~mation, 
which you state you liave released, you may withhold the submitted documents pursuant to 
section 552.108(a)(2) of the Government Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circulnstalices. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmciital body and of the requestor. For example, govemn~ental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 8 552.301(f). If the 
governmental body wai~ts to challenge this ruling, tlie gover~~mental hody must appeal by 
filing sirit in Travis County within 30 caleildar days. Ill. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file snii within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 5 55:.353(h)(3), (c). IS the govemnieiital body does not appeal this ruling and tlie 
govemrnental body docs not comply with it, tl~en both the requestor ant1 the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Icl. 5 552.321(a). 

If illis ruling requircs tlie goven~me~ital body to release all or part of the 1-equestcd 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upoi? receiving this niliiig, the govenimental body 
i l l  either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of tlic 
Govc~niiient Codc or file a lawsuit challcngiiig this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Govcl-~inient Code. If the governincnlal hody fails to cio one of tiiesc tl~ings, then tlic 
requestor sl~ould rcport that failui-e to the attorney general's Open Govenii~ieilt 1-lotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6539. The requestor niay also file a coniplaint with the disti-ict or county 
attorney. Id, ji 552.3215(e). 

If this i-iiling requii.es or pemiits tile ~overnmcnial bocly lo witl?iiold all or some oSthe 
requcstcil infomiation, the rcqiiestor can appeal that dccisioii by suing the go\~ernmcnial 
body. Id. 9 552.321(a); Texcrs Dep'r qfPlih. S c f ~ ? ~ j r  i'. Gilhi-ciirli, 842 S.W.2tl 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-- Aust in 1992, no \\TI-it). 
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Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attomey General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the govemxental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or conlmeilts 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any com~uents within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

~ G d a n  Johnson 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 276803 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Michacl Morris 
3007 Surrey Trail Lane 
Katy, Texas 77450 
(W/O enclosures) 


