
G R E G  A B B O T T  

April 30, 2007 

Lieutenant William Ryan 
Pharr Police Department 
1900 South Cage 
Pharr, Texas 78577 

Dear Lieutenant Ryan: 

You ask whekher certain information is subject to required puhlic disclosure under the Public 
Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 280894. 

The Pharr Police Department [the "department") received a request for information 
pertaining to a fatal traffic accident. You claim that the I-equested information is excepted 
from clisclosure under section 552.108 of the Government Cocie. We have considered the 
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, we note that the submitted documents include a CRB-3 accident report form 
completed pursuant to chapter 550 of theTransportation Code.' See Transp. Code $550.064 
(officer's accident repol-t). Section 550.065(b) states that except as provided by subsection 
(c), accident reports are privileged and confidential. Section 550.065(~)(4) provides for the 
release of accident reports to a person who provides two of the following three pieces of 
information: ( 1 )  date ofthe acciclent: (2) name of any person involved in  the accident; and 
(3) specific location of the accident. I d .  5 550.06i(c)(4). l;i~der this provision, the 
Department of Public Safety or another gc~vernmental eiitity is required to release a copy of 
an accident repori to a pel-son who provides the agency with two or I-tlore pieces of 
information specified by the siatute. Id. Here, the requestor has provided the department 
with all three of the pieces of information. Thus; you must release the accident report in its 
entirety under- section 550.065(b). 

"l't~c Tex;ls Dep;~i-lnrcnt oSPuhlic Safety i n i ~ i m s  11s lira1 tlic Tcx;n Peace Officer's Accidcni Report. 
S T 3  I!m, Ilas hceii replaced by i i ~ c  l'exas l'cacc Officer's Cwslr re poi^. CIZI3-3 Sol-111. 
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Section 552.108(a)(1) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held 
by a law enforeernent agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, i~ivestigation, or 
prosecution of crime [if] release of the information would interfere with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution oScrinie." Gov't Code 5 552.108(a)(I ). A governmental body 
claiming section 552.108 [nust reasonably explain how and why the release of the recjrrested 
information would interfere with law enfo~or-cement. Sur id. 5s 552.108(a)(I)> 
(b)(l), 552.30l(e)(l)(A); see ~ d s o  Ex pcirte Pr~iitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state 
that the submitted information relates to an ongoing investigation. Based upon your 
representations and our review. we conclude that release of the submitted infornintion would 
interfere with the detection, investigation, or proseciltion of crime. See Ho~~stori C1i1-orzicle 
Pabl'g Co. v. City r$Ho~istori, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 
19751, wt-if rcf'd n.r.e. per ciirintll, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law 
enforcement interests that are present i n  active casesj. 

We note, however, that basic info~nnation about an arrested person, an arrest. or a crinre is 
not excepted from disclosure under section 552.108. Gov't Cocie 5 552.108(~).  Such basic 
information refers to the information held to be public in Housrorz Cirroriicle. See Open 
Records Decision No. 127 (1976) (summal.izing types of information considered to be basic 
information). Thus, with the exception of basic information, which must be released, the 
department may withhold the remaining information pursuant to section 552.1 OX(a)( I ) of the 
Government Code. 

I11 summary, the departmenl Inlist release the submittect CRB-3 acciclent report form pursuant 
to sectioli 550.065 oS the Transportation Code. Other than basic infonnatioii. which liiust 
be released, the department may withhold the I-ernairring information ~~ildel- 
seetior1 552.lOS(a)(l) of the Government Code. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, governinental bodies are PI-ohibited 
fro111 asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301 (1'). IS tile 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental bocly must appeal by 
filing suit iii Travis County within 30 calenilar days. Id .  $ 552.324(b). In order to get the htll 
benefit of such an appeal. tire govesliinclrtal body must file suit within 10 calentlar days. 
It/. 5 5.52.353(b)(3). (c). I f  tlrc gove~.i,n~enti~I body does not appenl this suling and the 
govei-nmental body does nor coiuply with it. 11ie11 both the rcq~iestot- and thc attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling. 
Id .  6 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part or the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, ~lpotr receiving this I-uling, the go\'emmental body 
will either release the ptrblic i-ecords pi.omptly pursuant to section 552.221(;1) of the 
(iovci~~l~rieiit Code or filc ;I Ia~~siii t  clr;illi.ligi~,g this ~sulinp pursuclnt io secrioii 553.321 oftlie 
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Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to \vithhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor caii appeal that decisioil by suing the gove~.nmental 
hociy. Id. $ 552.321(a): 7'e.cii.s Uep't  of P~tb .  Strj'er?. v. Giihrc,ciih, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this mliny. be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Q~~est ions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at !5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body. the requestol-, or any other person has questions or cornments 
about this ruling, they ma); contact 0~11- office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any cornments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely. 

L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 280894 

Enc. Snbmitted documents 

c: MI.. Arturo.Chapa 
Custard Insurance Atijustci-s. Inc 
3600 North 23"' Street; Suite 207 
McAllen, Texas 78501 
(wlo enclos~ires) 


