
G R E G  A B B O T T  

May 9,2007 

Mr. Cavy Shavei- 
Boon, Shaver, Echols & Coleman, P.L.L.C. 
I 800 West Loop 28 I ,  Suite 3 10 
Longview, Texas 75604 

Dear Mr. Shaver: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the Public 
Informatio~l Act (the "Aci"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 278303. 

The Gregg County Appraisal District (the "district"), which yoi~ represent. received three 
requests for information pertaining to residential property in Gregg County. You claim that 
the requested information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.1 10 
of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted information. 

Section 552.10 1 excepts from disclosure "information considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code 5 552.101. This section 
encompasses information protected by other statutes. Section 22.27 of the Tax Code states 
in pertinent part: 

(a) Rendition statements, real and personal property reports, attachments to 
those statements and reports, and other information the owner of property 
provides to the appraisal office in connection with the appraisal of the 
property, including income and expense information related to a property 
filed with an appraisal office and information voluntarily disclosed to an 
appraisal office or the comptroller about real or personal property sales prices 
after a promise i t  will be held confidential, are confidential and not open to 
public inspection. The statements and reports and the information they 
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contain about specific real or personal property or a specific real or personal 
property owner and information voluntarily disclosed to an appraisal office 
aboiit real 01- pcrsonal property sales prices after a promise i t  will he held 
confidential may not he discloseti to anyone other tliail it11 einployee ol' the 
c~ppraisal officc iilio appriiiscs property escept as aiiilrorizcd hy 
Suhseciioii (h )  of this seetioil. 

Tax Cocle 8 22.27(a). You state that the subinitted information contains infonnatio~i about 
specific real or personal property and property owners, which was obtained i n  connection 
with an appraisal. You f~irther state that this information was ohtained voluntarily from 
individual taxpayers and pursuant to a promise of confidentiality. Based on your 
represent~itions and our review, we find that section 22.27 is applicable here. Accordingly, 
the tlistrict must viitiihold the submitted information under section 552.101 of the 
Gouerri~nent Cocle in  con.jiinction with section 22.27 of the Tax Code.' 

Tliis ruling tt-iggers important deadlines regarcling the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental hody ancl of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this r~iling. Gov't Code $ 552.301(1]. If the 
governmental hody wants to challenge this ruling. the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit i n  Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of s~ich an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Ici. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this r~iiing and the 
gouernniental hody does not cornply with it,  then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have [lie ~siglii to file suit against the governmental body to enfol-ce this ruling. 
Id. 5 552.32 1 (a ) .  

If this ruling requires the govel-nmental body to release ail or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Cocle or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Cocie. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor stiould report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free. at (377) 673-6339. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. 8 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling reqirires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infortnation. the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Icl. $ 552.321(a); Tews Llrp't of Pub. Snfet? v. Gilbrecltl~, 812 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

A S  our  r i~l ing is i i ispositi~e. we need not address your remaining arguments 
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Please reineinber that iinder the Act the release ofinfor~nation trigyers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in  coinpliance with this niiing, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
cornplaints about over-charging must be directed to Eladassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or cominents 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

";"-"p--- 
L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 278303 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Phillip Heiner 
462 Lindsay Lane 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 
(W/O enclosures) 

Mr. Garry Pace 
P.O. Box 6963 
Longview, Texas 75608 
(wlo enclosures) 

Mr. Gordon Wiehler 
9343 46"' Avenue SW 
Seattle. Washington 98136 
(W/O enclosures) 


