
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
.. .... .. . . ... ........., ~ ......... ~ .... .. . 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

May 29,2007 

Ms. Doreen E. McGookey 
City Attot-ney 
City of Sherman 
P.O. Box 1106 
Sherman, Texas 7509 1- I 106 

Dear Ms. McGookey: 

You ask whether cel-tain information is siil~ject tol-equired public disclosure under the Public 
Infornmation Act (the "Aci"). ciiaptei- 5.52 of rile C;ovct-iii~~eiii C:otle. Yol~r recjuest was 
assigned ID# 2337 10. 

The Sherman Police Department (the "department") received a request for information 
related to a fdtal accident. You claim that the requested information is excepted from 
disclosure under sections 552.101,552.lOS, 552.130, and 552.147 of the Government Code. 
We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted infoi-mation. 

You inform us that the requested infolormation was the subject of a previous request for 
inforinntioi~, iii I-esponse to which illis office issued Open Recoscis Lcttcr No. 2007-04953 
(2007). As the infoi-mation :it i s s ~ ~ c  111 ihe pi-cscnt 1.eqilcst is pi-ecisely s;1n?e iiifor-mation as 
was addresed iii tire prior ruling and we have no indication that the law, facts, and 
circiimstances on which the prior ruling \\,as basecl have chaiigeil. the depai-tment must 
continue to rely on that ruling as a previous determination anti withhold or release this 
information in accordance with Open Records Letter No. 2007-04953. See Open Records 
Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as law, facts; and circumstances on which prior ruling was 
based have not changed, first type of previous deterrninatioir exists where requested 
information is precisely sainc information as was addressed in prior atiorney general ruling, 
ruling is acidrcssed to saine govern~ne~rtal body, arid riiling concludes that iiiSoi-ination is or 
is not excepted fiom disclosui-e). As our iulii~g is dispositive. we (lo iioi seacl? your 
arguments. 
This ruling triggers important cicadiiiies regarding ihe rights i ~ n t l  respo~rsibiiities of thc 
govcrnrncntal body and of the requesior. For example, governincntai bodies ;ire prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to I-econsider this ruling. Gov't Cocle $ 552.301 (1'). If the 
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governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body milst file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 8 552.353(h)(3), (c). If the governrne~ital body does not appeal this riding and the 
governme~ital body does not coi~ipl) \vitli i t .  tlhen hot11 the I-ecliiestoi- anci tI?c attorney 
general have the right to file suit against tlie govet-1111iciita1 hoily to enfoscc this ~riiling. 
Id ,  $ 552.32l(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.22i(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Cotle. If the governmental body fails to do one of these thiilgs. theit the 
requestor shoiild report that Sailii~-e to tlir attorney gci~ci-:~i's 0 1 x n  C;o\~ern~nent Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6830. The requestor may also l'ilc a complaint with the tlistrict or 
county attorney. Id.  5 552.32 15(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the govern~nental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 8 552.321(a); Te.xas Dep't o f P ~ t h .  Stf~i:ly v. Gilhreath, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 I 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please reruernbe~- that iinder the Act the release of information tsiggcl-s certain procedures for 
costs anii charges to the requestor, IS i-ecortls ;ire seie;~secl i i i  coiirpliaiice wit11 this ruliiig, be 
sure that ail cliasges for the inl'or~~iaiioii arc at os below tile legal ai~~oiints. Quesiions or 
cornplaints about over-cliargi~ig must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body; the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling; they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
co~~tacting us. the attorney general prefers to receive any coiitments ~vi thi~i  10 caleiidar days 
of the date of this ruliiig. 

L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 283710 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Matt Muirhead 
304 Reynolds Lane 
Sherman, Texas 75092 
(wlo enclosures) 


