
June 15,2007 

Ms. Katherine M. Powers 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Dallas 
1400 South Lamar 
Dallas, Texas 75215 

Dear Ms. Powers: 

You ask whether certain information is suhjcct to retjuired public disclos~ire under the 
Public Infoormation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your I-cquest was 
assigned D# 286148. 

The Dallas Police Department (the "department") received a r~:cjuest Lor a specified offense 
report. You claim that some of the recjuested infoi-mation is excepted froin disclosure uncier 
sectioris 552.101 and 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the exceptioiis 
yoti clai;n end reviewed the submitted iiif'o?matioii. 

Sectioii 552.10 1 excepts from ttisclosui-e "iiiformatioi~ considerctl to bc coiificieiltial by law, 
. . 

citilcr constitiiiion;~l, statutory, 01- by judicial decisioil." Ilris sectioc~ encompasses 
iii;ori:~;rtion protected by cttiier statutes. Chapter 772 of tiic I!ealili and Safety C:ode 
auil~orizes tile tlevelopmcnt of local cmei-gency comniuiiicatior~s tlistricls. 
Scctioils 772.1 18, 772.218, ailti 772,318 of the Health and Safety C:odr apply only to ail 
'mergeiicy 9-1-1 disti-ict establisl-icd i n  ;iccortiancc with chapter 772. Sec Open Records . . 
I>ccisior? No. 649 (1996). Tliesc st;ltutes m;rke coiifideiitial the orig~natiiig tclepiioiic 
~iuinbers and atldresscs of 9-1-1 caliers that are furnisiictl by a service supplier. Id .  at 2. 
Scctian 772. i IS applies to emergericycoinn~iinicatioii districts for coiintics with a pol>ulation 
ovci- two niillion. We understai!d you to assert that the emergency comiliiinicatio~? district 
here is s~lbjcci to section 772. I 18. 'Therefore, to the cxterit the originating telei>!ioiie nuinL>~r 
and address of the 9-1-1 caller you have ~iiarkcd were supplied by a 9-1-1 set-vice supplici-. 
this i~iformation is confidential under section 772. 118 of tlie lealrli anti Safety Codc :nit1 
iiittst l - \viiiihcld froin disclosure iiiitler section 552.101 of the Govcrniiient Codc: however. 
if this inforiilntion w;ii iiot providcd t ~ y  a 9-1-1 service suppliel- to the ci~icrgi.ncy 
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communication district, this infoi-mation may not be withheld iinclcr section 552.101 of the 
Government Code in conjunction with section 772.1 18 of the Health and Safety Code. 

The department asserts that some of the ren~aining information is excepted under 
section 552.108 of the Government Code. Section 552.108(a)(l) e:;cepts from disclosure 
"[ilnfoi-mation held by a law enforcement agency orprosccutoi- thrtt deals with the detection, 
investigation. or prosecution of crime [if] release of the information would interfere with the 
detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime." A governmental body clain~ii~g 
section 552.108 must reasonably explain ho:v and why the release of tlre requested 
informatioil woi~ld interfere with law enforcement. See Go\,'t Code 
$ $  552.108(a)(I), 552,30l(e)(l)(A); see also E.xptrrtC Prrlitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). 
You state that tile information at issue relates to apending criminal investigation. Based on 
this representation, we conclude that the I-elease of tliis iiiformation would interfere witti the 
detection, investigation, or prosecction ofcrime. Ser I-loi~sioii Clii~orzicle I'ithl'g Co. v. C i f i  
qf'lIo~tstoii, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), wrif i ~ f d  
ij.r..c!., 536 S.W.2d 559 (?'ex. 1976) (court delineates law eirforcement interests that are 
preseril in active cases) 

FIoweverl section 552.108 docs not except from disclosnre basic information about an 
arrestctl person, an arrest, or a crime. Gov't Code 5 552.108(c). Basic infor~nntion refei-s to 
tile i~rfolmatioti held to be puhlic i n  FIou,sior~ (li!roizicle. Thus, with the cxccption of tlre 
hasic fi-on-pageoffense a~rd arrest information, the departirient may witliholii tile inf'onnation 
~ O L I  have marked under section 552.108(a)(I). 

To coi~cludc, the department must withhold the inforrrratioir niarked under section 552.101 
oC the Government Cocle in co~ijunnction with section 772.1 18 of tile Health and Safety Code 
i f  this i~iforrnation was providedby a9-1- 1 service supplierto the emergency comn~iinication 
district. Witli tile exceptioil of basic inl'orniation, the dcpariinent niay witl~hold the 
iiiform;ltion ma$-ked nncier section 552.108 of tile Govcrnnient Cocle. 'I'lre ticpai-tiiiei~t must 
release tlic reniaiiiing inibrni;~tioii. 

T'liis icttei- ruling is liniited to tire p;lrticiilar reco:tls a! issue i i i  tliis rcquest arici liinitcd to tlie 
- ,LIS  . , rls , . prcscntcd . to us: thcl-eforc, tiiis ruliiig must iio! be relied upon as a previoiis 
(! LL > i  t~i?~irl;iiio~? . rcgaidiilg i~lry othcr rcco~-ds 01- :II!)~ oti~el- circiiinsiances. 

. , 1 iiis I-iiling triggers important deatliines I-egardiiig tiic rights allti rcspoiisihilitics of tlie 
:ovei-iiirlciltal body criid of tile rcqucslor. Fot- cxanrplc. go~crii!rlciital bodies arc proliibitcd 
iroin asking the attorney general to reconsidc: this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(1). If the 
ir~\~c:iiincntaI hody wants to c!iallenge this ruling, tlie governmeiital body must appeal by 
filing suit in 'I'ravis County within 30 caieiidal-days. Id. 6 552.324(b). 111 ortier to get the f~ill 
bciicfit of' suci! an appeal. the govci-~~rneiitai hotly nitis! file suit within 10 c;~lei~iiar clays. 
I .  552.353(b)(:i); (c). If  tile go\,c~-nliiental body iioes not appeal tliis ruling and the 
go\~ernrireiii;il body docs iiot coinply \vitii it ,  tlie11 both tile requestor and the attorticy genei-a1 
lin\.c !lie riglit io fiic suit ;igaii~st 1i.c g~\~ei-i!ine~it;~l bociy to eiifoi-ce tliis ~riiiiiig. I( / .  
$ 552..32 I (a) .  
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If this ruling requires the governi~~ental body lo release all or part of the requested 
infor~nation, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based oil the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this riiliiig, the governnlental body 
will either release the public records proinptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this vuling pursriant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governnlental body fails to do oiie of these things, then the 
requestor shouliheport that hilure to the attorney general's Open Government lotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor nlay also file a complaint with the district or county 
attorney. It/. 3 552.3215(e). 

If this ruiiug requires or perillits the governmental body to withhold nIi or some of the 
req~~ested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 552.321(a); Texn.s Dep't ($ Ptih. Safety v. Gilhreiith, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Atstin 1992, no wi-it). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infor~nation triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in conrpliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information ;ire at or below the legal arnounts. Questions or 
coniplaiiits aboiit over-charging milst be directed to Hadass;ih Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney Gel~eral at (512) 475-2407. 

if the goverilmental body, the requestor, or any other person has cluestions or conlrneiits 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. We note that a third party iiiay challenge this 
ruling by filing suit secking to withhold information froni a requestor. Gov't Code 
$ 552.325. Although there is no statutory deadline for colrtncting us, the attorney general 
pi-efcrs to receive any coninlents within 10 calentlar days of the tiate of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

~ssis tair t  Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 286 148 

Eiic, Submitted documeiits 

c: Ms. Josephine I>elinis 
832 1 C;iini~:inelJ;~ 111-ive 
I)a!las, 'Texas 75243 
(wlo enclosures) 


