
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
-- -- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 25,2007 

Mr. Robert R.  Ray 
Assista~it City Attoriiey 
City of Longview 
P.O. Box 1952 
Longview, Texas 75606 

Dear Mr. Ray: 

Y ~ L I  ask wliciher certain inibrmatioi~ is subject to rcrj~ii~-ed 1xiblic disclosrri-e ~iiitler tile 
Public Informatioil Act (the "Act"), cliapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned tD#28 175 1. 

The City of Longview (the "city") ~zceived a request for a specified incident report. You 
claim that the submitted information is excepted frorn clisclosi~re under sections 552.103: 
552.108, 552.130: and 552.147 of tile Gouernment Code. We liave considered tile 
excepiiolis yo11 claiiii atid reviewed the submitted inforination. 

Sec~ioil 552. lOl((a) oftlie Govci-irmeni Cotlc excepts Sroiil disciosiire "[i]iii,rii~atioii held by 
a lniv cnforccincrrt agency or prosccirtor tl1;rt dc:iis ~ v i t l i  the cIct~ciii)ii. iiivcstigatioii, or 
prosccutioir ofcriinc. . . i i  ( I ) rclcasc oltlrc iiiioi-~ii:~rioil woiilil iiiicrksc i v i l l ~  the tletcciioii, 
i .  8i~estigatioii. , , oi- prosecution of cl-iiiic." Go\,'t Code $ 552.101i(,a)(l). Geiicrally; a 

govei-nrnental hocly c1;liminy seclioir 552. 108 of the (?or~en~nient Code i n ~ ~ s t  I-easoi~;~bly . - 
explain how and why the release of the seqiiested information ~voiilcl interi'ei-e wit11 law 
enforcement. See Gov't Code $6 552. 108(a)(l). .30 I (e)( I )(A): s c ~  ri/.so ti.xpcirrc Priritr, 55 1 
S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state that the submitted ini'ori~iatioii rc1;rtes to a pcndi~ig 
cri~niiial investigaiioil. Based upon t1iis reprcsentatioil niid our rcvic\\!. we coiiclude that the 
I-elease of tile iiif'ormation you have marked woiild iliterfere wit11 tihe ciet;sction. investigation, 
i>r prosecution oScrirne. Scr Noitsioii (:ll~-o~iic.le f'cil~l'g (-0. 1,. ('it? (~fHo~c.stoit.  5.3 I S.W.2ti 
I77 (Tex. Civ. App.-Hoiiston ( 14th Dist.] 1975), 11.1it i-<:f'f/ii.i-.<*. l)rroro-iciiii. 536 S.W.2d 
559 (Tex. 1976) (court deliiieates i;i\\: ci1S(>rccmeiit iiitei-ests t1i;it i~re preseirt i i r  active c;lses). 
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However, section 552.108 of the Governmeilt Code tioes 1101 exccut fro111 disclosure basic 
information about an arrested person. an arrest, or a crime. Gov't Code S; 552.108(c). Basic 
information refers to the information held to be public in NOLLSIOII Chrorzicle. Thus, with the 
exception of basic front page offense and arrest information, the city tnay withhold the 
infortnation you have marked based on section 552.108(a)( 1 )of the Government Codc.' We 
note that you have tile discretion to release ail or part of this inforrn;itioii that is not otl~e~swise 
confiiiential by law. It/. $ 551.007. 

Section 552.117 ofthe Goverlinient Codc ~~rovicies that tile sociiil security iiumber ot'a living 
person is excepted from requiredpublic disclosure under the Act. The city may withhold the 
social sec~~ri ty numbers you have m;~~-kecl punu;~nt to section 552.117 oSthe Government 
Code. 

In siirninary, wit11 the exception of basic information. the city may withhold the information 
i t  tias marked undei- section 552.108 of the Government Coile. The city may withhold the 
social security numbers it has marked under section 552.117 of tile Gavel-nment Code. The 
remaining infor~ilation tnust be I-eleciseti to tile rci]~testor. 

This letter ruling is liiiiited to the particu1;ir I-ecords at issue i i i  lliis I-ec1ucs1 and lit~iiteii to the 
facts as prese~itecl to its; therefore, this ruiiiig must not he relied i~poii as a pi-evious 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstailces. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the recluestor. For example, gover~-ime~ital bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to rccoiisider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.30 I(<). If the 
governmental hotly wailts to clialle~igc this ruliilg. tile govci-ninetital botiy must appeal by 
filing snit i n  TI-avis Couniy within 30 cnleiitiai-days. /(I. 6 552.3241 h), I11 orcier to get the I'LIII 
hei~eiit of sircii xi! appc;ii. ilic govci-iiii~eiita! bocly 11111sI file i r i i  iviti i i t i  10 c;~lei,tlii~. tir~ys. 
I d .  $ 552.353(h)(3), (c). 11' [lie govcriiinental botiy docs ilot appeal tliis ~siiliiig anil the 
governmciital body cioes not con~ply with it, tl?en both the requestor c ~ ~ i t i  the attorney 
general have the right to Siie suit agaiitst the goveriirnentai body to enforce ti is ruling. 
Id .  \' 552.321 (a). 

If this ruling recjuires the governillcntal hotly to release all or part of the I-equesteci 
iiifortnation. the governmental body is I-esponsible Sor taking tlic next step. Based on the 
statute. the attoriiey general exl~ccis tliat. tip011 rccciving tliis I-ulilig. llic go\,ernniei~taI body 

- - 
will citlier relensc tire 11~1bIic r r l s  r o ~ t  jpiirsiiniit iii scctioii 332.22 l ( ~ 1 1  of  tile 
(;ove~-~?n?cnt (:oiie 01- file a I;i\vsuit cli;illciigii~g i l i i  riiliiig j>itrsii;iiii to cciioii 55:!.??i oi'tlie 

'As our riiliiig is dispositivc. we ~iceil not addi-cis your reiiiniiiing ;~i.p~~iiiciiis npaiiisi disciosui-c ~ S t t ~ i s  
inhi-ri!ntion cnccpt 1,) iiotc liiat hasic inlbrli~;>ii(in heid 10 hz piihlic i n  Hiiri.stoii Ciiiiiiiicie is fciicraily nil1 

cxccplcd iion~ riiihlic disclosui-e undcr seciioii 552 .  I01 oSilic C;(r~i.l-ninciit Code. Olic11 R c c o ~ ~ i s  Dccisiori Et,. 
597 f l 9 9 l ) .  
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Government Code. If tlte governinental body fails to d o  one of tliese things. then the 
requestor should report that failtire to the attorney general's Open Covet-titnent Hotline, 
toll free. at (877) 673-6839. The requestot- may also file a complairlt with the distl-ict oi- 
county attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruliiig requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested iitformation, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. It!. 5 552.321(a); Texiis Dep't of Pub. St~fety v. Gilhrecrtli, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tea. App.-Austin 1992. no writ). 

Please I-emen~bei- that under the Act the 1-ele;lsc of  il,iorinaiioii trigget-s cescaiti procedui-es for 
cosls and charges to the requestor. 11'1-ccords arc ireleaseti i i i  colripliaiicc ~ v i t l i  this ruling. be 
sure that all charges for the inrormation are at or below the legal amotints. Questions or 
coinplaints about over-charging must be dit-ected to Hnti~~ssah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other persort has questions or coinments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments withiti I0 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Recoi-ds Djvision 

Enc. Submitted doculneltts 

C :  Ms. Monica Llanes 
Oilfield Services 
I0260 Westheimer. Suite 700 
Ilouston. Texas 77042 
( ~ 1 0  et1clos~11-e~) 


