
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
-- -- 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

Ms. Deborah S. Cartwright 
General Counsel 
Bexar County Appraisal District 
P.O. Box 830248 -, 
San Antonio, Texas 78283-0248 

Dear Ms. Cartwright: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure undei- the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#282335. 

The Bexar County Appraisal District (the "tlistrict") received a I-ecluest for the "entire 
appraisal 1.011 ~~'oI- 2006 or 2007." You assert that the request consrit~ites a stailding rcqiicst 
witli wliich tllc tlistrict need iiot comply.' Alterilatively, we  intie erst and you to claim that tllc 
reil~iested i~lioi-iilriiion is esceptcti Froin disclosure under section 552.101 of the Governinctit 
Code. We Jia\~e consitlei-ed the exccptio~? you claiii-i aiid reviewed the suhiiiitteci 
relxeseiilalivc sample of iiifoi-mation.' 

'Wc iiiiic tIi:it althouglr )oil i;iisc scctioiis552.22i, 552.222.552.225. :iniI 352.268 ol'thc Govciniiicni 
Codc, these pi-ovisi~~nsdo not coiistit~itc cxce)?tioiis to ilisciosiirc. and arc pri~ccilurril i i i  riatiire. Scc C;ov't Codc 
\' 5523Ol(a) tiiiiting tIh;it caccptions to discl(isi~ie uiidci- the Act arc fi~iiiid at siihclia~?tcr C olclinpter 552 of 
tilc ~ ; O v ~ ~ l l l l l c l l t  eOlicl. 

'We asiiiiic ih;it tlhc "rcprcscut:iti\-e saiiiple" ofrccords siihniitti-d to tliis office is triiiy I-cpiesent;iti\'e 
I ~ S  thc i-cyucstcil rccorils as a L V I I O I C .  SCC O ~ C I I  RCCOIK~S Decisi~ii Kos. 409 (1988). 497 (1988). This iipeii 
records letter does i i i ~ t  reach. ziiid tllcrcS(~i-i. ilucs iiot ;iiitiioii~e tile n~ithhiiiiliiig oi: :in! iithcr reijiicstcd rccoi-cis 
to the exiciit that tliose rccords coi~iain siihstantiaily diffcrcnt types 111 iiif(~i-ination tliaii t1i;it siihinittcd to 
this oiiice. 
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The district asserts that the request is ongoing and thus constitutes an improper standing 
request. Consequently, you argue that the district need not provide the requested 
information. This office has previously ruled that a governmental body need not honor a 
standing request. A "standing request" refers to a request to provide information "on a 
periodic basis," srr Open Recoi-ds Decision No. 465 (1987): a weekly basis. .scv Open 
Records Decision No. 476 ( 1987): or to provide inforiliation that has not yet been recorded, 
see Open Records Decision No. 452 (1986). 

You state that the requestor has informed the district that "tlie ~req~~est  is a one time. on-going 
reqilest for appraisal cards aiid field review sheets." You i~irther inform this oiiice thtrt the 
requestor "does not want the request to be processed a1 one time, hiit instead stated that the 
information should be provided piecemeal in paper copy at his convenience." You further 
state that "the requestor stated tliat he would not pay for any copying costs for the 
information, except ;IS they are incurred piecemeal." You claim thal the request "is made so 
that tile requesior?nay. at his coiivenie~ice, provide a list of accounts . . . to ;I [djistrict 
einployee to make copies ol'tlie appraisal cal-ds anti ficid review sheets for those accou~its 
immeciiately." \Ve iurther note that the I-eqiiestor asks for a "stuntling open recorcls request" 
in his request ior inl'orniation. with "tlelivery upon itisit to [the clistrict] offices throughout 
the year." Based upoii yoiir representations and our I-eview of the informatioil at issue, vvc 
determine that tile request Tor information constitutes a standing request. Consecluently, the 
district is not required to comply wit11 this request for information and need not release any 
information to the requestor iii response to this request. Shoi~ld the requestor ask for 
information relating to a specific account in the future, the district should seek a ruling froin 
our office before withholding any information f1-om the responsive documents. 

. . I his letter ruling is limited to tile p;>rticuinr recortls at issue in  this I-ccjuest and lir~rited to the 
i'acis as presented to its: tlici-et'cire. tl~is ruling ni~ist 1101 be rclieti upoil ns n pi-evious 
determination regarding any othei- I-ecorcis or any oihcr circun~stances. 

This ruliiig triggers important deadlines regarding the rights ilnd I-csponsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For exa~npie, gavel-nmcntal boiiies are pl-oliibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.301 (f). If the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the goverrrmental body must appeal by 
fiiing suit i i i  Travis Coiinty ivitliin 30 calendar days. It/. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the f~tll 
bcileiit o i  suclh an appecil, the gavel-i~rncntai hody inus1 file suit within 10 calendar days. 
I .  3 ( )  ( 1 .  I/ I I I C  ~ O \ . C S I I I I I C I I I ; I ~  hod! tloeh not :ippcal illis ruliiig ai>il tiic 
c i v r ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i l  biitly tloes iioi coilijiI> i v i i l ~  11, the11 0oiI1 ~ I I C  rcc~~~cstor ~ t t l c l  the iilicirtic)~ 
gel~erol have iiic I-ight to iile h i i i t  tlyainst tlle governincntol i>oiiy to c11io1-ce tliis ruling. 
Id .  5 552.32 1 (a) .  

I f  this ruling requires the governniental hody to release ;ill 01- part of tiic requested 
information, the governmental hody is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute. the attoi-iiey general expects that. upon receiving this ruling; tlie ~overninental body 
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I either release the piihlic recoi-ds promptly piii-siiairt to scclioir 552.221(~\) of the 
Government Code or file a Iawsiiit clralleirging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information. the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. / L / .  6 552.32 1 (a): ?i-t.cr.s Dl,[' ' t  qf Pub. Sri/c.t\, I,. Ci//~rr<rtir, 812 S.bV.2d 408. 41 I 
(Tex. Ap~~.-/\~istiii 1992. n o  writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of infortnation trigyel-s certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in cofnpliance with this ruling, be 
sure that ail chargis for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the go\re~nniental body. the requestor, or any other persoir has questions or colilments 
abo~it this riiling. they nray contact oui- office. Altiro~ipli there is iio statutoi-y deadline for 
contacting us. ihc arioriiey ge~iel-;il pi-efel-s to I-eceivc aiiy coilii?rerrts \\,illriii I O caleirdar diiys 
of the date of this i-~~iiiig. 

Sincerely, 

Assistaiit Attorlrey Geiieral 
Ope11 Recol-ds Division 

Ref: ID# 282335 

Enc. Suhm~tied doe~unents 

c: Mi.. Raiiioiid Esquivcl 
939 Kortlr Flores Sti-eei 
Sail Aiitoilio, Texas 78212 
(~t./o eiiclosiii'es) 


