
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
- - 

G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 28,2007 

Ms. Nicoic U. \l'chstes 
Assistarlt City Attorney 
City of Waco 
P.O. Box 2570 
Waco, Texas 76702-2570 

Dear Ms. Webstet-: 

Yoii ash ~ilictIi~r~csi:~iri  iii/Oi.iii;iiioii i i  siii>ji'ci 10 recjiiirccl jiiiblic (iis~Iosiir.c iii~itcr. tile I'iihlic 
Iiiform:rtioi~ Act (the '.Act"). cliaptei- 5 5 2  01' the Cioverriiiient Code. Your sequcsi was 
assigned ID# 286472. 

The City of Waco (the "city") received a request for information related to a specified traffic 
citation. You state that the city will make some of the requested information available hut 
claim that the information you have marked is excepted from disclosure rirnder 
section 552.130 of the Goverrlment Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
Ireviewed the submitteci itifor-mation. 

Scctiori 5 5 2 .  130 0 1 '  tllc G ~ \ ? S I I I I I C I I ~  ('oilc ~xccp1s I'roi~l (lisclo~~irc i i~! 'or~~~:i~ioi i  i l i : ~  rc1;rtes 
1 0  ;I inotor veliiclc opessior'h or clrivcr's Iicerlsc or pesiiiit issiicil liy ;l i t  ; yc~ic)  of  t i l i b  st;ltc 
or a inotor vehicle title or 1-cgistsalic>~r issircci by a11 ageircy oi' tiiis state. .See C;ov'i Code 
5 552.130. Upon review. we conclutie that the city inust witliholii the Texas riiotor vehicle 
record information that you have marked under seclion 552.130. 

We note thai the remaining information inci~ides an irisur-ancc policy ilumber. 
Seetioil 552.136 of the Govcrnrneni Code states that ' '1 n]otwitI~staiicii~rg any ollrer provisioii 
of  this cliapiei., n credit card, deiiit card, ciral.ge cat-ti; or access ticvicc nii~iiber that is 
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collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential."' Gov't 
Code 5 552.1 36. We have marked an insurance policy number that the city must withhold 
in accordance with section 552.136. The remaining information must be released to the 
requestor. 

111 summary. tire city must ivithliolti tlie Texas  noto or vehicle record infor~natioii [h:it you 
have marked under section 552. I30 of the Go\~erir~i~ent Code and the insur~lnce policy 
number that we have marked under section 552.136 of tlie Goverirmeiit Code. The 
remaining information must be released to the requestor. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and rcsponsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, governmental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301 (0. If  the 
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governrnental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id.  5 552.324(b). 111 order to get the full 
benefit of sucll an appeal, the govet-nmeintal body ~-clust file s~iit within 10 calendar days. 
I d .  5 552.353!b)(3), (c). It '  the governmental body iiocs not appc:il this I-tiling atid the 
governrnental body does trot comply with it, then botlr tlie 1-eijiiestor ~inil  lie attoi-ney 
general have tlie right to file suit against the governmental hotly Lo etifi)i-ce [his riiling. 
Id.  $ 552.321 (a). 

H' this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information, the governmental body is respoiisihle for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute. the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling. the governmental body 
will either release the public records promptly piirsuant to section 552.221(aj of the 
C;overnii?cnt Code 01- file a la\vsiiit clr:illenging this i-uliiig 1 ; ~ w x ~ u i t  to sectioii 552.324 oi'tire 
Covet-riment Code. If the ao\'ei-trmental hociy Sails to iio one oi' these things. then the 
requestor siioulii veport that ftiiliire to the attor~ley geiier:iI3s Opeii Go\~eri~menL Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file LI coiuplaiirt with the district or 
county attorney. Id. 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
reil~~estecl inforination: the requestor ciin appeal that decision by suing the govesiirnental 
body. Id .  5 5.52.32l(a); 7e~o.s  Di>p't of'Plt11. S~ifefy v. Gilhreittii. 842 S.W.2tl 408. 41 1 
(Tcx. App.-Austin 1992, iio Lvrit). 

I'lense I - C I I ~ ~ I I I ~ C ~  tl?;lt untlci- ilie Act tlic rclciisc of iiiioi-iiistioii triggci~s ccriai~i l?iocciliires i'ot- 
costs and charges Lo the I-ciliicstoi-. 1iscco1-cis nre relcaseil i i i  coiiipii:iiizc i ~ i t i i  t l i i  ~riiiiiig. he 
sure that all charges foi- the information at-c ai or below tlie legal n~lioiiiits. Qitcstiot~s or 

'The O i l i c e  of tlrc Attoi-ocy General will i-aisc ;1 in:inilacory cxceptioti lthc sscriiiii SSZ.I?ii  i111 

I>ehali or a govci-nincnriii hody, hut ordinasily \\'ill tint rliise otlicr cxccpiions. Scc (~li>eti Rccoi-(Is Dccisioii 
Nos. 481 (1987). 480 (1987). 47(1(l9X7). 
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complaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

L. Joseph James 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

c: Mr. Kenneth Larson 
P.O. Box 16604 
Kansas City, Missouri 64133 
(W/O enclosures) 


