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July 2, 2007 

Mr. Nathan C. Barrow 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Fort Worth 
1000 Throcklnorton Street 
Fort Worth. Texas 76102 

Dcar Mr. Barrow: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the Public 
Information Act (the "Act")l chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 282686. 

The City of Fort Worth (the "city") received a request for all police reports and 9- 1 - 1  calls 
made to a specified address and from two specified telephone numbers from 2004 to the 
present date. You claim that the requested information is excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to he confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision" and 
encompasses information that another statute makes confidential. Chapter 772 of the Health 
and Safety Code makes the originating telephone numbers and addresses of certain 9-1-1 
calls co~ificlential. This chapter authorizes the development of local emergency 
communications districts. Sections 772.1 18,772.21 8, and 772.3 18 of the I-Ieal~h aiid Safetv 
Code apply only to an emergency 9-1-1 district established in accordance u,iti~ ch:q?tel- 772. 
See Open Records Decision No. 649 (I 996). These statutes makeconfide~itial the originating 
telephone n~lmbers and acldresses of 9- 1 - 1 callers that are f~lrnished by a service supplier. Id.  
at 2. Section 772.1 18 applies to an emeigency communication district for a county with a 
population of Inore than two million. Section 772.218 applies to a11 emergency 
com~~~unication district for a county with a populnlioli of more than 860.000. 
Sectiori 772.318 applies to an emergency communication district for a county with a 
pop~~letion of more than 20,000. These sections only protect the origii~ating addresses and 
telephone numbers of individuals who actually called 9-1-1. In this instance, we kuow that 
the City of Fort Worth is located in Tarrant Coulity, wliich has a population of more 
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than 860,000 but less than two million. Accordingly, we will address your claims under 
section 772.218.' 

You indicate that the telephone numbers and addresses that you have marked in the 
submitted information are the originating telephone numbers and addresses of 9-1 -1 callers 
and were supplied by a 9-1-1 service supplier to a 9-1-1 district that is subject to 
section 772.218 of the Health and Safety Code. Accordingly, the telephone number yo11 have 
marked, as well as the additional telephone number we have marked, must be withheld under 
section 552.101 in conjunction with section 772.2 I8 of the Health and Safety Code. We note 
that the city must also withhold those portions of the attdio recordings of 9-1 -1 calls that you 
have submitted on compact disk that reveal phone numbers subject to section 772.218. To 
the extent the city is unable to redact the portions of the audio recordings that reveal 
information subject to section 772.21 8, tlie city must withhold these audio recordings in their 
entirety under section 552.101 of the Government Code. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses section 58.007 of the Family 
Code. Juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that occurred on or after 
September 1,  1997, are confidential under section 58.007. For purposes of section 58.007, 
"child" means a person who is ten years of age or older and under seventeen years of age. See 
Fam. Code 5 5 1.02(2). The relevant language of section 58.007(c) reads as follows: 

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files 
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise, 
concerning the child froin which a record or file could be generated may not 
be disclosed to the public and shall be: 

(I) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult 
files and records; 

(2) if maintained eiectronically in the same computer system as 
records or files relating to irclults, bc accessible under controls that arc 
separate and distinct froin controls to access electronic data 
concerning adults; and 

(3) maintailled on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
fecicrai depository, except as provided by Subchapter B. 

Fam. Code 5 58.007(c). A portion of the submitted information pertains to reports of 
juvenile runaways that occurred after September 1 ,  1997. This conduct is within the scope 
of section 58.007. Set: id. 8 5 1.03(b)(3) (defining "conduct indicating a need for supervision" 

i Although you arfiic section7723 18. we undersltand you to asscrt scciion772.2 IS o1,tIic Government 
Code. 
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to include "the voluntary absence of a child from the child's home without the consent of the 
child's parent or guardian for a substantial length of time or without intent to return"). We 
also find that a portion of the submitted information involves allegations ofjuvenile conduct 
in violation of penal statutes that occurred after September 1, 1997. This conduct is also 
subject to section 58.007. It does not appear that any of the exceptions in section 58.007 
apply. Accordingly, we find the information we have marked is confidential in its entirety 
pursuant to section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. Additionally, the city must withhold the 
audio recordings that contain information subject to section 58.007. Upon review of the 
audio recordings, we have identified tracks 6, 7. 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15 on the submitted 
cornpact disk as recordings that are conficiential under section 58.007. Therefore, the city 
must withhold these tracks in their entirety pursuant to section 552.101 of the Governinent 
Code. 

In summary: the city must withhold the telephone number you have marked, as well as the 
additioiial telephone number we have marked, pursuant to section 552.101 in conjunction 
with section 772.21 8 of the Health and Safety Code. To the extent the city is unable to redact 
the information contained in the audio recordings that is subject to section 772.21 8, the city 
must withhold the audio recordings containing such information in their entirety. The city 
must withhold the information we have marked in the submitted documents, as well as 
tracks 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15 of the audio recordings in their entirety, pursuant to 
section 552.101 in conjunction with section 58.007 of the Fainily Code. The re~ilaining 
information must be released to the requestor.' 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances. 

This r~iling triggers iniportant deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governrneiital body anti of the requestor. For example, govern~nental bodies ar-c prohibited 
froin asking the atlor~iey general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code $ 552.301(f'). I f  the 
govcrnmeiital body wants to challeiige this ruling, the governmental body nilist appeal by 
filing suit i i i  Travis County :i,ithin 30calcndar days. Iil. 8 552.324(b). In order to gct the f~111 
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendal- days. 
lil. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). l r  the governmental body does not appeal this rtiiiiig and the 
govemnizntal body does not coinply with it, then both the requestor anti the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the goveriimental body to eiiforcc this I-iiling. 
I d  $ 552.321(a). 

'we novc tliat sonre ol thc iriSi?ro,atiiin hcing relcnscd is cciiilidciitini and iioi iii11jcct to sclcasc to tlic 
gcncfirl p ~ h l i c .  I-iowc\,cs. the rcqiiestor ii i  this iirstriiicc tins a spcci;rl sight olacccss lo the iiiioriiialioii. Gov't 
Code 8 552.033 (pessiin or person's authiirizeil scprescntative has s11ecinI i-iglit of';icccss to seciisds tlriit contain 
inlosination relating to tiic person lllrit are psotcctcil from puhiic disclosure by laws intended to psotcct that 
pcssoii's privacy iiitcrests). Because siiclr iiifi~siiiatiii~~ may he confideniinl with rcspcct to the gcnesai piiblic. 
if thc city rcceives nnotliei request lor this inf(~rinatioii I ' S ~ I I I  an ii~dividiinl oiticr illan this rcqucstcii. liic city 
sirnuld again seek our decision. 
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If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested 
information. thc governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governme~ital body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file alawsnit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the governmental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, toll 
free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or county 
attorney. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the government:~l 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); Texas Dep't of Pub. Safev v. Gilbrecith, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
stire that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
cotnplaints about over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or comments 
about this rriling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within I0 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

v' 

Jordan Johnson 
Assistani Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Ms. Laurice Hampton 
4257 Sti-ong Avenue 
Fori Worth, Texas 76 1 19 
(wio enclosures) 


