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July 2,2007 

Ms. Teresa J .  Brown 
Senior Open Records Assistant 
Piano Police Department 
P.O. Box 860358 
Plano, Texas 75086-0358 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

You ash whetlier certain iiiforiilaiioii is sililjcc~ to recluircd p~lhlic ilis~losii~.e ~iiidei- the 
Public Information Act (the "Ac~" )~  ciiapter 552 ofthe Govei-iinient Code. Your i.ecluest was 
assigned ID# 282533. 

The Piano Police Department (the "department") received a request for all records pertaining 
to six named individuals, report number 2007-00033 153, and aspecified address. YOLI claim 
that the portions of the submitted information are excepted fl-on1 disclosure under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and 
reviewed the suh~niited iiiformatioii, 

We note t1r;ii the reqiiest seeks iniorni;itioil pel-tai~iing to six iian~cci iiiciividiials. a specified 
incident report, and a specified address. You have oiiiy suh~iiitted a one reliort: this report 
pertains to one of the named individuals and the specified address. To the extent any 
illformation responsive to the remaining individuals and report number 2007-00033 153 
existed on the date the department received this request, we assume you have released it. If 
you have not released any such records, you must do so at this time. Ser Gov't Code 
58 552.301(a), ,302; see also Open Kecol-ds Decision No. 664 (2000) (if governmental body 
coriclucles that no exceptions apply to reqiiested inSorrn:~tioii. i t  i~iiist release iiifo~-inatio~~ as 
soon as possible). 

Section 552.101 exccprs i ~ l o ~ i i i ~ ~ o i i  consic1e1-ctl to hc coilficieiliinl hy l:iw. either 
coi~sti~utional, statiitory. or by judicial iiecisioil." Gov't Code $ 552.101. Scctio~i 552.101 
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encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy. Common-law privacy protects 
information if ( I )  the information contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts the 
publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) the 
information is not of legitimate concern to the public. I~zdiisrriiii Foi~nti. 13. Toxiis Iritf~~s. 

Acciiierzr KLE.. 540 S.W.2d 668. 68.5 (Tex. 1976). Tlic type of informatioil considered 
intimate :irlcl e~nb;it-!-assins by the Tcx ;IS S itprellie C:ou~-t i n  Ir~tii~,sti~ici/ Fozi~ir/irriorl included 
inl'or~nation relating to sexual assault. pregnancy, mental or physical ab~ise in the workplace, 
illegitimate children, psychiatric ti-eatment of mental disorders, attempted suicide. and 
injuries to s e x ~ ~ a l  organs. Id. 111 addition, this office has found that some kinds of ~nedical 
information or information indicating disabilities or specific illnesses is excepted froin 
requiredpublic disclosure undercommon-law privacy. See Open Records Decision Nos. 470 
( 1  987) (illness from severe emotional and job-related stress), 455 ( I  987) (prescription drugs, 
illnesses, operations, and physical handicaps). 

Upon review, you inust \virhholti the inibi-n~aiion that ivc 11;ii.e inai-kcti ~~ncicrsrcrion 552.101 
of the Govet-nment Code i i i  conjunctioir \\:it11 common-law l~i-i\!~~cy. We find that you have 
failed to demonstrate that tire rernainiiig information is highly intiinate or e~ilbarrassing 
information of no legitimate concel-n to tire public. Thus. common-law privacy is not 
applicable to the remaining information: and i t  must be released to the requestor. 

This letter r~~lirig is limited to the particrrlar records at issue in this I-equest ant1 limiied to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling rnust not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or airy other circunistances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarciing tlie 1-ights iiilci responsibilities of the 
novel-n~iiental body anti of the requestor. For example, govei-nmental boclies are prohibited - 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 8 552.30l(f). If the 
governmental body wants to clrallenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. It!. 552.324(b). Jn order to get the f ~ ~ l l  
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body lriust file suit within 10 calendar days. 
lil. $ 552.353(h)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not coinply with it,  then both the ~sequestor and the ;ittorney 
genet-:lI have the right to file suit against tlie governrrientiil body to enforce illis I-uling. 
Id. 5 552.321 (a). 

Ii' illis ruling ~seq~lires the go\~crniiiental body to reicase all 0 1 -  pcirt of the requested 
inhi-riiation. the governniental body is reslio~isiblc Sot- t~ikiiig the next step. Basctl on the 
statute, the atlorney geileKii expects that. upoil receiving illis ruling. thc governnlental body 
will either release the pnblic recoi-cis promptly piirsuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a laws~iit challenging this ruling pui.snatit to section 552.123 of the 
Government Code. If tlie governmental body fails to tio one of these tliiligs. t11en the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney geriercil's Open Go\rer~ime~lt Hotline. 
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toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. $ 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decisio~~ by suing the governmental 
body. Id. $ 552.321(a); T m s  Dep't of !'lib. S q f e h  v. Gilbrec~tl7_ 842 S.W.2tl 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures for 
costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints aboi~t over-charging must be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or cornlnents 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
contacting us, the attorney general prefers to receive any colnments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

A ,6 ' L L x  Justin D. Gordon 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

c: Ms. Lynn Palmer 
1 1296 Country Road 67 1 
Blue Ridge, Texas 75424 
(wlo enclosures) 


