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September 13, 2007 

Mr. Asem Eltiar 
Assistaiit City Attorney 
Arlillgtoli Police Department 
P.O. Box 1065, Mail Stop 04-0200 
Arlingtoil, Texas 76004-1065 

Dear Mr. Eltiar: 

You ask whether certain i~lformation is subject to required public disclos~~re tinder the 
Pu'ulic Inforiliation Act (the "Act"), cl~apter 552 ofthe Govcnlment Code. Your recluest was 
assigned ID# 289217. 

The Arlington Police Departnlent (the "departmeilt") received a request for inibrnlatio~~ 
related to case number 070028015. You claim that tlie requested informatioil is excepted 
from disclosure under sectioii 552.101 of the Goverililleiit Code. We have co~lsidered the 
exception you claim and reviewed tlie submitted informatioil. 

We note that therequested inforniation was the subject of aprevious request for infoimation, 
iii response to which this office issued Open Records Letter No. 2007- I 1801 (2007). As we 
have 110 indication that the law, facts, and circ~iillstailces 011 wliicli the prior r~iling was based 
have chailged, the department IIILIS~ coiiti~iue to rely on that ruling as a previous 
determination and withliold or release the requested inforn~atioll in accordance with Open 
Records Letter No. 2007-1 1801. See Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as 
law, facts, atid circumstaiices on which prior riding was based have not cllanged, first type 
ofprevious determillation exists where requested iliihrmation is precisely saine information 
as was addressed in prior attorney general ruling, ruling is addressed to same govenlmcntal 
body; and r~ilillg coilcludes that iilfor~~~ation is or is not excepted from disclosurej. 

This letter ruling is limited to the paiticnlar records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this d i n g  must not be relied upoil as a previous 
deterillii~ation regarding any other records or aiiy other circumstances. 

This ruliilg triggers ii~lportant deadlines regarding tile rigllts and respo~lsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, governn~ei~tal bodies are pl-ohibited 



Mi-. Asem Eltiar - Page 2 

from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Go\-'t Code $ 552.301(f). If the 
eovernn~ental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governnieiital body lilust appeal by 
u 

filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. $ 552.324(b). In order to get the 
full benefit of such an appeal: the governmental body n ~ ~ i s t  file suit witliiii 10 calendar days. 
Id. 5 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the goveri~i~~ciital body does no! appeal this ruling and tlie 
governmental body does not co~nply with it: tlieii both the requestor and tile attorney general 
have tile right to file suit against the goven~mental body to ei~force tliis ruling. 
Id. 5 552,32l(a). 

If this ruling requires tile govemniental body to release all or part of  the requested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the goveriiniental body 
will either release the public records promptly piirsuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Gove~nlnent Code or file a lawsuit challenging this riding purs~iant to section 552.324 of the 
Government Code. If the govemrnenral body fails to do one of these things, then tlie 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor niay also file a coinplaint with the district or 
county attorney. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires o: permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information; tile requestor can appeal that decision by stling the goveinmenta! 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep'f oj'Pub. Sflfety v. Gilbreatlz, 842 S.U7.2d 408, 411 
(Tex. App.-A~istin 1992, no writ). 

Please remeinber that under the Act the release of information triggers certain procedures 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliance with this ruling, 
be sure that all charges for the infom-niation are at or below the legal amounts. Questions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to IIadzssah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If tlie governmental body, tile requestor, or any other person has questions or comlnents 
abo~lt this ruling, they may coutact our office. Although there is no stiltittory deadline for 
contactingus, the attorney general prefers to receive any comments within 10 calendar days 
of the date of this ruling. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Nettles 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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ReE ID# 289217 

c Mr Paul Bourgeois 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
400 West 7"' Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 


