
Septeiiiber 19, 2007 

Mr. Marc 1-1. Richman 
Legal Arts Center 
304 South Record Street 
Dallas, Texas 75202-4738 

Dear Mr. Riciima~i: 

You ask whether certain iiiformation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Iiifor~liatioii Act (the "Act"), cliapter 552 of tile Gavel-iii~ient Code. Your request was 
assigned ID& 293754. 

The Dallas Coulity Water Coiitrol8L Iniprovenient District No. 6 (tile "district"); \vliich you 
represent, received a request for a specified district contract. You claim that tlie req~~ested 
information is excepted from disclosure uiider section 552.103 ofthe Gor~emine~it Code. \Ve 
have coilsidered the exceptioli you claim and reviewed the submitted informatioil. 

We note that tlie subiiiitted information is subject to section 552.022 of the Government 
Codc. Secl~on 552.022(a) provides in part: 

tlie following categories of iiiformation are public i~iformatioii and not 
excepted from required disclosure under this chapter uiiless they are 
expressly confide~ltiai under other law: 

(3) ilibrtnatioli ill an account, voucher, or contract relating 
to tile receipt or expenditure of piiblic or other f~liids by a 
gover~ir~le~ital body[.] 

Gov't Code 8 552.022(a)(3). Tlie submitted informatioii coiisists of a district calltract aiid 
iiiforniation related to the expenditure of public f ~ ~ n d s .  Tlierefore, this iiiforniatiot~ must be 
released under section 552.022 unless it i s  confidential under otherlail:. You claim that the 
iilforinatioii at issue is excepted from disclosure uiider sectioii 552.103 ofthe Goveriimeiit 



Mr. Marc H. Richn~aii - Page 2 

Code, wbich is a discreiiona~y exception that protects the govemniental body's interests and 
inay be \vaived. See Gov't Code $ 552.007: Dullus Areii Rupid Truilsii I.. Dallas Morizing 
iVevc~s, 4 SS.W.3d 469,475-76 (Tex. App.-Dallas 1999, no pet.) (gavel-iimeiltal body may 
waive Gov't Code 5 552.103 ); Open Records Decision Nos. 665 at 2 n.5 (2000) 
(discretionary exceptions generally), 542 at 4 (1990) (statutory predecessor to Gov't 
Code 5 552.103 subject to waiver), 470 at 7 (1987) (stat~~tory predecessor- to Gov't 
Code $ 552.1 l 1 sub.ject to waiver). As sucli, sectioli 552.103 is not other law that makes 
information confideiitial for tlle purposes ofsection 552.022. Consequently, the district iiiay 
ilot withliold the submitted information under section 552.103 of the Goven-~iment Code, and 
must release this iuforlnation to the requestor. 

This letter ruling is liiiiited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must ~ io t  be relied ~ipoll as a previous 
determination regarding ally other records or any other circunlstances. 

This ruliilg triggers i~ilportant deadlines regarding the rights aud respo~lsibilities of tile 
governmental body and of the requestor. For example, gover~lrnental bodies are prohibited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider tliis ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(Q. If the 
irovernmetltal body wants to challenge this niling, the govern~nental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County witbin 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). 112 order to get the 
full benefit of s~ich an appeal, the goveixrnental body must file suit within 10 cale~ldar days. 
Id. $ 552.353(b)(3), ( c ) .  If the govemmelital body does not appeal this ruling and tile 
govemmel~tal body does not comply wit11 it, then both ihe requestor and the a t to~~ iey  general 
have the right io file suit agaiilst tile gover~~ineiital body to eiiforce this ruling. 
Irl. $ 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires tlie govenlrne~~tal body to release all or part of  the requested 
infbrmation, tlie governmental body is respo~lsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, tlie attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the gover~~niental body 
will either release the public records promptly pursuailt to section 552.221(a) of the 
Government Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Government Code. If the governn~eiital body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government I-lotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor may also file a complaint with tile district or 
county attorney. Id. 5 552.3215(e). 

If this riiling requires or permits the governineiltal body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor call appeal that decisioli by suing the governmental 
body. Id. 5 552.321(a); Texas Dep'r of Pub. Suferj~ 11. Gilhreutiz, 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that under the Act tlie release of infor~liatioil triggers certain proced~ires 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in compliaiice with this ruling, 
be sure ihat all charges for the information are at or below the legal amounts. Questioils or 
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coinplaints about over-charging 1i1ust be directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governmental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions or con~i~leilts 
about this ruling, they lnay contact our office. Although there is no statutoiy deadline for 
coiitactinp ~rs, tlie attollley general prefers to receive any comments within 10 ca le~~dar  days 
of the date of tltis riling. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy ~ e f t l e s  
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref: ID# 293754 

Enc. Submitted docunlents 

c: Ms. Karen E. Gray 
5356 Wild Oak 
Balcli Springs, Texas 75 180 
(W/O enclosures) 


