
Ms. Mereditli Lndi! 
liroiv~i & Hofiiieistei-, l..I,.l'. 
730 1,ast Campbell Road. Suite 1(00 
Iiichardso~i. Texas 75081 

'i'oii ;isli :\i;criiei- cei.tniii info;-ination is iuhjecl to 1-squired piib!ic iiisclos~ii-e iii~tlei. tile 
i'ubiic 1;ifi)i-m;irio~i Act (tile "Acr"). clinpter 552 oi'tllc Cio\eriiiiient Code. Y o ~ i r  request \\.as 
mc..;,..,..z,4 112:- 7 ( ) 7 7 7 <  . . . . , _, ., , - .  - 

I ' c l i ~ i i i e  Policc i)eparti~leii~ (tile "depa:-t~iie~ii"). wliicli you represeiit. I-ccei\.ed 21 
. . 

I i i ~ l ? l l ! i o l  : 1 i 1 1 1  t !  : pifi i l i i i i  i:1cl~~clii. x l ' O ~ l  21;lilll t!l:ll 1i;c rc~]llestcii 
. - -  ii;i;,;-~l;aticicj is cscc;ii~.ti i'roii~ disclos~ii.c ~incici-sec!icin ?.!. 101 oftlie f l ;o~~ei?~n~ciir  C'ocii.. \>,'e 

!ia\c coiiiidered tile zxceptioii yoii claiiir and i-cvie\\.ed tlie s~~biiiittetl iiiii>ri?intioii. 

Sectioii 5 5 2 .  l ( i 1  oftlie (io\~crii~ilt'~:t Cocle cxcc!?ts tron? disc ios~~re  .'iiiioi-~iia~ion coiisidered 
:o be coiilide!itial by la!\;. citlici- coi?stjliition:il. siatuioq.. 01- by jridicial decisioli." Go\,'! 
Code $ 552.101. Section 552.10i eiiconipasscs tile docti-iiie of coiiiinoii-la\?. priv;icy. 
Con~iiion-Ian pi.i~,acy pi-olects iilforinatioii i f ( I  j tlie ini'oi.iiiatioii coniaiiis higlily iiitiiilatc 
01-e~iibarrassi~lg fi~ctstllep~iblication of \vliich \vould be liiglily o1)jeetioiiahle to a reasonable 
pc13011. atid (2) tlie infornintioil is i:oi of legitiiilate concei-I? to the public. /t?d~is, i:oil~?ij .  1,. 

Tei.. i i ~ c l i i . ~ ,  Acciclc~iit Bd., 540 S.\4'.2d 668: 685 (Teu. 1976). Tile type of inibrnlatioi? 
coiisidered iiitiii~ate atid cmbai-rassi~ig by tlie Texas Supreiile Court in i~;t i~i .s i i - i i ; / i ;oi i i~i i i i i i  

iiicliidcd informatioii relating to sexiial assault, prezirancy. mental 01- pliysicai ab~ise  i i i  tlie 
!voi-ic~~liice, illcgitiniatc childreii. lxychiatl-ic irealnieiit of mental tiisordei-s, ;iiternp!ed 
suicide, a i d  irijuries to sexual orgalis. icl. at 683. Generally: oilly liighly iiltiiliate 
iiithrmation that iinp1icates tile privacy of at? i~ldividiial is ~ ~ i t h l i c l d .  However, in certain 
iiistances. where it is demoiistrated that the I-equestor kilo\vs the identity o f  the il~dividual 
involved. as well as the natiire of certain incidents, tlie entii-e report iiilist be  \\~ithheld to 
protect !lie individual's privacy. In this instance.:he request reveals that tlic requestor knows 
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tile ideiitity of the iiidividual involved as well as tlie nature oC rlie information it: the 
siibmitted report. Therefore. \\:itiilioldiiig only tlie ii~dividual's idei~ti i)  or certniii details of 
tile incident fro111 the requestor \voiild iiot przsesve the siil?ject iiidividual's coiiiiiio~i-law 
right of j;ri\~acy, Accordingly. to protect the privacy of the iiidividiial to \vhoili tile 
iiifos~iiatiot~ rcl;ites, the departiiieiit in~isi ~vitl~liold tile subiiiiitetl report in its entirety under 
section 552,101 of the Government Code iii coi~juilction \\-it11 comilioii-law privacy.' 

This letter riiliiig is iiirlited to tlie particular records at issuc in this I-eqiiest aiid liriiitcd to the 
ft~cts as preseiited to us: tl~ci-cf'orc, this riiliiig iiiiist not be relieti upoii as a previoiis 
detemiination regarding any other records or aiiy other circ~~nisiaiices. 

This ri~litlg triggers iinportant deadlines regarding the riglits atid i.espoi~sibilities of the 
goveminental body aitd ofthe requestor, For example, go\~eriiiiicntai bodies are proliibited 
k o i ~ i  ils1;iiig tlie attolney gerlel-a1 to recoilsider tliis riiiing. Go\:'t Code 8 552.30!(<). IEtlic 
govei-nnlental body wants to challense this riiliilg, tlie governii~ei~tal body iniist appcni by 
i?Iii~g suit in Travis County withii? 30 caleiidar days. Iti. $ 552.324(b). I i i  orclei- to set tile 
f~ill bciielit ofsuch ail appeal. the goveriiineiitai body riiiist tile suit \vitlrin 10 calendar days. 
Id .  $ 55?.353(b)(3). (c). IS the gojei-niiientnl body does not aplxal this i~i i ing atid tlic 
zo~er-riiner~tal body docs iiol coi??pi), ~viti? it.  tliei: both rile i.ec]cicstoi-and tile attoriie? gene:-ai 
!la\? tlie right to I L i t  I g o e ~ i ~ i e t l  l>ocl~~ to ei ibrcc I s  ~ril~liiig. 
lii. .I;. 552.32 i(a). 

11' tills I-uii~lg reqirii-es tilr suvei-iiiiieii~a; bud) u I 1 i i i  gal-; i iE ;hz rxp::;:??t 
iiiihsnlatio~l. rile go\~eriiiiieiitnl bod!. is r es~~oi~s ib lc  for taking the :?e.xi step. 13ascii o:1 tite 
st:~!trtc. !IK ;?ttoi-i~ey ye~icfiil expects tliat. ~ipoii rccei\.ing tliis r~11iiiy. tlit gvvci-ii~iieiital Lmdy 

- - -  3 - ,  

\ i i i i  e i~ i r i .~  ~cie:l>e tile ~ ~ ~ i u l i c  records pioi~iptl) i 0 C C ~ I O I ?  >>:,--IK) c):  I!,< 
( ~ i o ~  c~-ri~!icrit Code 01- file ;I I :~ \vs~~i t  c l ~ ~ i l l e i i ~ i ~ ~ ~  11115 S L I I ! I I ~  pLirsLl;Ilit to scc!i(~:i 552..324 ol ' t l~c 
(2o\er-iirneiit Code. If tile go~ernmeiital body fails to do oiie oi' tlicse tilings. 111eii tile 
requestor siioiiid repor-t that k~ilure lo the attoi-lie) gerierni's Opeti Go\ i ' i~liiic~lt Iiotliiie. 
toil iyec. at (877) 073-6839. Tlic requestor may al5o file a co~iil?i;iitit : ~ i r i i  ilic ilistrict or 
co~rilty atto:-liey. Ici. $ 552.3215(e). 

IS this ruiing requircs or pcriilits the goveniineiital body to withllold all oi- soiiie of' tlie 
requested iiiihnnation, the requestor car1 appeal that decisioii by siiiiig tile govenii~ieiiial 
i~ody.  M. (\ 552.321(a); Tmos Ilc/-,'t o f P ~ t h ,  Sc!/e/~. 1). Gi/hrc~ci/ii. 842 S.W.2d 408. 41 1 
(Te. . ~ ~ ~ I . - - . A L I s ~ ~ I I  1992. 110 writ). 

I'icase reiiielliber that u~lder the Act the release of iiiforiliatioil triccers certain nrocedures -- 
:hi. costs and charges to the requestor. Ifrecords are reieased i t i  co~iipliai~cc witii this ruling. 
be sure that all charges for tile inforiiiatioii are at or below the legal aiiioui~ts. Questions or 

'As oibi ruling i s  dispositiue. we do iiot addi-cis youi- i-enlaiiiiiig claiin. 
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coi~r~~laislts iibo~it over-chargiiig ii?nst be directed to Hatiassah Sci~loss at tllc Office of thc 
Atioi-iiey Generai at (512) 475-2497. 

If the governnies~tai body. thc reqisestor. or any other person bas questioils or comsiieilts 
 out this ruling, they i lny cositact o ~ l r  office. ciithoii~li tiiei-e is nil statutory deadline foi- 
coiitacting us. tile attorney geiier;il l>:.eii.r-s to receive any coi~inie~lts  \\ithi11 1 O calei~ciar days 
o!'il?e dale oi'tllis rulirig. 

Cindy Nettles 
i s s i s t a i ?~  Attonley Gei?er:il 
Ope11 liccor-di Uii.isioi1 


