
G R E G  A K 1 3 O T T  

Mr. Mark G. Mann 
Assistant City Attol-ney 
City of Garland 
P.O. Box 469002 
Garland, Texas 75046-9002 

Dear Mr. Mann: 

Yo11 ask whether certain information is subject to required p~tblic disclosure uiidei- the 
Public infor~nation .4ct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned iD#228663 1. 

?'lie Garland l'olici: Department (the "departnient") received a request for ii~Soriilation 
pertaining to the arrest of a named inciividual .on a specific date. You claim that the 
requested inforillation is excepted from discioslire under section 552.10 1 of the Government 
Code. We have considered the exception you claim aiid reviewed the s~ibnlitted iiiformation. 

Section 552.101 excepts from diselosrire "infornatioil considered to be confidential by law, 
eitliereoiistitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't Code 5 552.101. This section 
eiicon~passes information protectcd by other statutes, siieh as section 58.007 of tlie Faillily 
Code. Ju\~enile law enforcement records relating to cond~ict that occui~ed on 01- after 
September 1: 1997 are confidential under section 58.007. The relevant language of 
section 58.007(c) reads as follows: 

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files 
coneerni~lg a child and inforniation stored, by electronic nieails or otherwise, 
coiicerning the child from which a record or file could be gencrated niay not 
be disclosed to tlie public and shall be: 

(1) ~f iilaintained on paper or niicrofilm. kept sepaiatc from adult 
files aiid records: 
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(2) if inaiiltained electronically in the same coinpnter system as 
records or files relating to adults, be accessible under controls that are 
separate and distinct fion? controls to access electronic data 
concerning adults; and 

(3) vliaintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository. except as provided by Subchapter B. 

Fa~n.  Code 5 58.007(c), The submitted information pertains to a report of a juvenile 
runaway that occurred after September 1: 1997. This conduct is within the scope of 
section 58.007. See id 6 51.03(h)(3) (defining "conduct indicating a need for snpervision" 
to include "the voluntary absence of a child from the child's home without the consent of the 
child's parent or guardian for a substantial length oftinie or without intent to retuni"). You 
do not iilforn~ this office that any of the exceptions in section 58.007 al~ply. Thus, we agree 
that the submitted infonuation is confidential pnrsuant to section 58.007jc) of the FarniIy 
Code and must be withheld under section 552.101 of the Govemtnent Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and li~uited to the 
facts as presented to us; therefore, this i-t~ling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records or any other circi~mstances. 

This ri~iiilg triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
goveinmental body and of the requestor. For example; governmental bodies are prohibited - 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 5 552.301(1). if the 
eovernmental body wants to challenge this n~ling, the goveinmental body must appeal by - 
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days. Id. 5 552.324(b). 111 order to get the 
full benefit ofsuch ail appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. 
Id. 3 552.353(b)(3), (c). If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the govern~liental body to enforce this ruling. 
ill. 552.321ja). 

If this ruling requires the govern~nental body to release all or part of  the requested 
inforn~ation, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based oil the 
statute, the attorney general expects that, upon receiving this ruling, the governmental body 
will either release the piihlic records proinptly pursuant to section 552.221(a) of the 
Governnlent Code or file a lawsuit challenging this ruling pursuant to section 552.324 ofthe 
Govemmeni Code. If the goveminental body fails to do one of these things, then the 
requestor should report that failure to the attorney general's Open Government tiotline, 
toll fiee, at (877) 673-6539. The 1-eq~testo1. may also file a coinplaint with the district or 
county attorney. id. $; 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested infornlation: the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
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body, Id. 5 552.321(a); Te-xus Dep't ofPub.  Sr~ie f ] ,  v. Gilbl.eutll, 842 S.W.26 408. 411 
(Tex. App.-Austin 1992, no writ). 

Please remember that t~nder the Act the release of infornlation triggers cer ta i~~ proced~ires 
for costs and charges to the requestor. If records are released in con~pliance with this ruli~lg, 
be sure that all charges for the infor~nation are at or below the legal amounts. Q~iestions or 
complaints about over-charging must be directed to I-ladassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If the gover~imentai body, the requestor, or any other person l-ias questio~is or coiiiine~lts 
about this ruling, they may contact our office. Although there is 110 siatutory deadline for 
coiltactiiig us, the attorney general prefus to receive any comments witl-iin 10 calendar days 
of the date of this d i n g .  

Sincerely, 

Heather Pe11d1eto1-1 Ross 
Assistarit Attoilley General 
Open Records Divisioli 

Ref: IDg28963 1 

Enc: Subiiiitted doc~rlnents 

c: Mr. Paul Hsu 
6305 Clear Creek Dr~ve  
Garland, Texas 75044 
(w!o enclosures) 


