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January 30,2009

Mr. C. Patrick Phillips
Assistant City Attorney
City ofFort Worth
1000 Throckmorton Street, 3rd Floor
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

0R2009-01239

Dear Mr. Phillips:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure tmder the
Public Infolmation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 333599 (City ofFOli Worth Public Infonnation Request No. 0532-09).

The Fort Worth Police Depaliment (the "depal:iment") received arequest for seven categ0l1es
ofinfonnation relating to a specific accident repOli. You state you have released some ofthe
requested infonnation, including the Texas Peace Officer's Crash Report. You state you
have redacted Texas-issued rnotor vehicle record infonnation pursuant to the previous
detenninations issued by tIllS office in Open Records Letter Nos. 2006-14726 (2006)
and 2007-00.198 (2007). See Gov't Code § 552.301(a); Open Records Decision No. 673
at 7-8 (2001). You also state you have redacted social security numbers pursuant to
section 552.147 of the Government Code. 1 You claim that pOliions of the remaining
infOlmation are excepted £i'om disclosure tmder sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the

.GovenU11ent Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim alld reviewed the
submitted infonnation.

ISection 552.147(b) of the Government Code authorizes a goverrunental body to redact a living
person's social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this
office illlder the Act.
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Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutOly, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses the doctrine ofcOlmnon-lawprivacy, which
protects infonnation that (1) contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts the publication
of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person and (2) is not oflegitimate
concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685
(Tex. 1976). To de1110l1strate the applicability of cOlmnon-law privacy, both prongs ofthis
test must be established. Id. at 681-82. This office has fOlUld that personal financial
infonnation not relating to a financial transaction between an individual and a governmental
body is generally intimate and embarrassing. See Open Records Decision No. 545 (1990).
The infonnation you have highlighted constitutes personal financial infonnation. We find
that there is not a legitimate public interest in the release of this information. Thus, the
department must withhold the infonnation you have marked in yellow under section 552.101
in conjunction with common-law privacy.

You also claim that some ofthe remaining information is confidential under section 552.130,
which excepts from disclosure infonnation that "relates to ... a motor vehicle or registration
issued by an agency ofthisstate[.]" Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(2). Therefore, the Texas
motor vehicle record infonnation youhave marked, and infonnation we have marked, within
the submitted documents and the infonnation you have identified within the submitted audio
recording must be withheld under section 552.130 of the Government Code.2

In summary, the department must withhold the personal financial information you have
marked pursuant to section 552.101 ofthe Govenllnent Code and COll1lnon-law privacy. You
must also withhold the marked Texas motor vehicle record infonnation along with the
infOlmation you have identified within the submitted audio recording under section 552.130.
The remaining infonnation must be released.3

2We note that the types of infonnation the department seeks to withhold lUlder section 552.130 were
not addressed in the previous determinations issued to the City of Fort Worth in Open Records Letter
Nos. 2006-14726 (2006) and 2.007-00198 (2007).

3 We note the information being released includes the personal fmancial infonnation and Texas motor
vehicle record infomlation ofthe requestor's client, which would ordinarilybe withheld lUlder sections 552.101
and 552.130 of the Govemment Code. However, because tIllS infonnation belongs to the requestor's client,
it may not be withheld in this instance. See Gov't Code § 552.023(a) (person or person's authorized
representative has special right of access, beyond right ofgeneral public, to infonnation held by govemmental
body that relates to person and is protected from public disclosme by laws intended to protect person's privacy
interests); Open Records Decision No. 481 at 4 (1987) (privacy theories not implicated when individual asks
govel1l1nental body to provide him with information concenllng himself). lfthe department receives another
request for this particular infonnation from a different requestor, then the department should again seek a
decision from this office.
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This letter ruling is limited to the paliicular infOlmation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regarding any other infonnation or ally other circumstances.

This ruling triggers importallt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govel11mental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attol11ey General's Open Govel11ment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concel1ling the allowable charges for providing public
infOlmation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attol1ley General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

C.~~J1
Christina Alvarado
Assistallt Attol1ley General
Open Records Division

CA/cc

Ref: ID# 333599

Enc. Submitted documents

cc: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


