
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

February 4, 2009

Ms. Pamela Smith
Assistant General Counsel
Texas Department ofPublic Safety
P.O. Box 4087
Austin, Texas 78773-0001

0R2009-01480

Dear Ms. Smith:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Publicfuformation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenunent Code. Your request was
assigned ID#'337846.

The Texas Department ofPublic Safety(the "department") received a request forinformation
pertaining to a specified accident. You state that a copy of a Peace Officer's Crash Report

, will be released to the requestor as required under section 550.065 of the Transportation
Code. Transp. Code § 550.065(c)(4) (govenunental body must release accident report to a
person who provides two of the following three items of information: (1) date of the
accident; (2) name of any person involved in the accident; and (3) specific location of the
accident). You claim that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under
section 552.108 ofthe GovenunentCode. We have considered the exception you claim and
reviewed the submitted information.

Section552.108(a)(1) ofthe Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "[i]nformationheld
by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution of crime [if] release of the information would interfere with the detection,
investigation, or prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). A govenunental
body claiming section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release of the
requested information would interfere with law enforcement. See Gov't Code
§§ 552.108(a)(1), .301(e)(1)(A);seealsoExpartePruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (T.ex. 1977). You
state that the submitted infonnationrelates to apending criminal investigation. Based on this
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