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- - “The W—illiamsoﬁ County Sheriff's Office (the “sheriff”) received arequest forincidentreports |

~ to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” This

Dear Ms. Lentz:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required pﬁblic .disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Y our request was

involving specified individuals over a specified period of time. You claim that the requested
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.108 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted information. :

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “information considered

section encompasses information protected by other statutes. Section 261.201(a) of the
Family Code provides as follows:

The following information is confidential, is not subject to public release
under Chapter 552, Government Code, and may be disclosed only for
purposes consistent with this code and applicable federal or state law or under
rules adopted by an investigating agency:

(1) areport of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under this
chapter and the identity of the person making the report; and
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(2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the files, reports,
"~ records, communications, and Wéfkiﬁg papers used Or"dEVeloped . —
an investigation under this chapter or in providing services as aresult
- ———————————of-an-investigation.— —— , . — -

- Fam, Code § 261.201(a). We note incident report number 04-03-00145 was used by the
sheriff in an investigation of injury to a child. See id. §§ 261.001(1) (defining “abuse” for
the purposes of chapter 261 of the Family Code); see also id. § 101.003(a) (defining “child”
for purposes of this section as person under 18 years of age who is not and has not been
married or who has not had the disabilities of minority removed for general purposes) You
do not indicate the sheriff has adopted a rule that govemns the release of this type of
information. Therefore, we assume that no such regulation exists. Given that assumption,
incident report number 04-03-00145 is confidential pursuant to section 261.201 of the
Family Code. See Open Records Decision No. 440 at 2 (1986) (predecessor statute). We
note, however, that report number 03-06-0035, which pertains to a child custody issue, is not
confidential under section 261.201 of the Family Code as it does not pertain to alleged or
_..suspected child abuse or neglect. Therefore, the remaining information may not be withheld
under section 552.101 on that basis. Accordingly, the sheriff must withhold incidentreport
number 04-03-00145, which we have marked, in its entirety under section 552.101 of the
e Government-Code.as.information. made confidential by law.! As you raise no other
' exceptlons to d1sclosure of the remaining child custody report, it must be released to the

requestor.’

'We note that the requestor, as the parent of a child who is the subject of reported abuse or neglect,
may have a right of access to certain abuse and neglect records maintained by the Texas Department of Family -
and Protective Services (“DFPS”). Section 261.201(g) of the Family Code provides that DFPS, upon request
and subject to its own rules, shall provide to the parent, managing conservator, or other legal representative of
achild who is the subject of reported abuse or neglect information concerning the reported abuse or neglect that
would. otherwise .be confidential under this section if [DFPS] has edited the information to protect the
confidentiality of the identity of the person who made the report and any other person whose life or safety may
be endangered by the disclosure. Fam. Code § 261.201(g).

2We note that the information being released contains a social security number that belongs to the
requestor’s child along with the requestor’s social security number and driver’s license number, which would
ordinarily not be releasable to the general public under sections 552.130 and 552.147 of the Government Code.
However, the requestor, as the parent of the child at issue, has a special right of access under section 552.023
of the Government Code to the child’s social security number as well as to her own Texas driver’s license and
social security numbers. See Gov’t Code § 552.023. (person or the parent of minor has a special right of access
to information that is excepted from public disclosure under laws intended to protect that person's or that
person’s child’s privacy interest). The county should again seek our decision if it receives another request for
this information from a person other than the requestor or her authorized representative. See Gov’t Code
§§ 552.301, .302.
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous

————-——-—-—Jetermination regarding any other information or any other circumstances:— -

—— This ruhng tnggers 1mportant deadlines- regardmg the.. rlghts andiespon51b111tles of the

respons1b111tles please visit our webs1te at ht’m //WWW oag.state.tx. us/oven/mdex o11 php
or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. ’

Sincerely,

Adam Leiber .
__Assistant Attorney Geperal -~~~ |
‘Open Records Division - R

_ACL/ib

Ref: ID#335923
" Enc. "Submitfed documents

~¢: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)




