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February 27, 2009

Ms. Katie Lentz
Open Records
Williamson County Sheriffs Office
508 South Rock Street
Georgetown, Texas 78626

. 0R2008..02616

Dear Ms. Lentz:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public, disclosure under .the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was

-assigned ID# 335923.--

--Th@ WilliamsonCounty Sheriffs Office(the "sheriff') received a requestforincident reports ----­
involving specified individuals over a specified period oftime. You claim that the requested
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.108 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted information.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
t6-bec6l1fidentialbyla.w, either constitutional, statutory, or-oy judicial decision." This
section encompasses information protected by other statutes. Section 261.201(a) of the
Family Code provides as follows:

The following information is confidential, is not subject to public release
under Chapter 552, Government Code, and may be disclosed only for
purposes consistentwit~ this code and applicable federal or state law or under
rules adopted by an investigating agency:

(l) a report of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect made under this
chapter and the identity of the person making the report; and
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, (2) except as otherwise provided in this section, the files, reports,
--- - - - - - ----- --------- ----- ----- - -records, communications, and working-papers used or developed in----- ---------------- ------1

_ an investigation under this chapter or inproviding serv,ices as a result - I
------ :-:-::---:--~----------<;lf-an--investigation.---------:-------~-~~--- ------ J

- [

Fam. Code § 261.201(a). We note incident report number 04-03-00145 was used by the
sheriff in an investigation of injury to a child. See id. §§ 261.001(1) (defining "abuse" for
the purposes ofchapter 261 ofthe Family Code); see also id. § 101.003(a) (defining "child"
for ,purposes of this section as person under 18 years of age who is not and has not been
married or who has not had the disabilities ofminority removed for general purposes) . You
do not indicate the sheriff has adopted a rule that govel11S the release of this type of
information. Therefore, we assume that no such regulation exists. Given that assumption,
incident report number 04-03-00145 is confidential pursuant to section 261.201 of the
Family Code. See Open Records Decision No. 440 at 2 (1986) (predecessor statute). We
note, however, that report number 03-06-0035, which pertains to a child custody issue, is not
confidential under section 261.201 of the Family Code as it does not pertain to alleged or

_suspectedchildabuse_Qrn~glt::9j.The:;r~for~,the remaining information may not be withheld
under section 552.101 on that basis. Accordi~gly:-th~~heriffmustwithhoi(nndcient-report
number 04-03-00145, which we have marked, in its entirety under section 552.101 of the

-- - ----------Government-Code- as information_ madeconfidentiaLb)l:_law-,~_.AS_YQ.lLrA:i.s~A09tll~ _
exceptions to disclosure of the remaining child custody report, it must be released to the
requestor.2

1We note that the requestor, as the parent of a child who is the subject of reported abuse or neglect,
may have a right ofaccess to certain abuse and neglect records maintained by the Texas Department ofFamily ­
and Protective Services ("DFPS"). Section 261.20 leg) ofthe Family Code provides that DFPS, upon request
and subject to its own rules, shall provide to the parent, managing conservator, or other legal representative of
a child who is the subject ofreported abuse or neglect information concerning the reported abuse or neglect that
would otherwistLb_e_cQl1fidem1i~L 1111c1~ this silc:1i()njf[pFPS] _has _edited the information to protect the
confidentiality ofthe identity ofthe person who made the report and any-()th~er person whoseIireor safety may
be endangered by the disclosure. Fam. Code § 261.201 (g).

2We note that the information being released contains a social security number that belongs to the
requestor's child along with the requestor's social security number and driver's license number, which would
ordinarily not be releasable to the general public under sections 552.130 and 552.147 ofthe Government Code.
However, the requestor, as the parent of the child at issue, has a special right ofaccess under section 552.023
ofthe Government Code to the child's social security number as well as to her own Texas driver's license and
soci,al security numbers. See Gov't Code § 552.023. (person or the parent ofminor has a special right ofaccess
to information that is excepted from public disclosure under laws intended to protect that person's or that
person's child's privacy interest). The county should again seek our decision ifit receives another request for
this information from a person other than the requestor or her authorized repres'entative. See Gov't Code
§§ 552.301, .302.
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in th,i8 request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous

--------- --------determination regarding any other information or any othercircumstances;------------------- -----1
I

-_------~-'Ehis-ruling-tr-iggers--important-deadlines--regarding-the-rights--andJesp-onsibilitieLoLthe--- -~-- -------1
======g0vernm:ental=b0<:ly=and=~)'r:the=re~]ues-t€l1'. F€lf=m€ll'e=inf€lFmati<i)l'l=G@nee-:ming=these=lights=ana--l

responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges ,for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

Adam Leiber
Assistant Att()rIley_general
Open Records Division

_______________ACL!jb~ ~ : _

Ref: ID# 335923

Ene. Submitted documents

c: -Requestor
(w/o enclosures) .


